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Wui e the improvements of this enlightened age are 
the common topic of declamation, evangelical truth is 
fallen in the street. Creeds and confessions are dis- 
carded by many, as calculated to incumber, rather than 
to edify; to divide, rather than to cement. ‘They argue, 
that, since tests of orthodoxy cannot prevent error from 
creeping intu the church, therefore they should be laid 
aside. Plausible, indeed, but as inconclusive, as if it 
were pleaded, that, because lawful means are not always 
successful, therefore they should never be used. Certain 
it is, that every ecclesiastic society has its creed, either 
understood or expressed. ‘The Arian sense of scripture 
is very opposite to that of the Trinitarians. If men be so 
divided as to the true sense of the Oracles of God, candor 
and comfort require that they understand one another 
before they become one church society. Let an explicit 
confession be laid aside, and what is the consequence ? 
Why, then Arians, Arminians, aud Calvinists, may unite 
in one ecclesiastic body. But a body it must be of very 


different materials, much like Nebuchadnezzar’s image; 
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Dan. ii: 32, 33. And what must further follow? No- 
thing but a Babel, a confusion of languages; one preaching 
one doctrine, and another the opposite. ‘This must una- 
voidably be the case, unless we can suppose them all so 
cool, that they agree to bury in perpetual silence the 
points upon which they differ ; and that thus the orthodox 


sit down without reluctance on the tomb-stone of truth. 


While orthodoxy is the object of ridicule among many 
who assume the Christian name, it is not surprising, that 
the grossest errors respecting the person and offices of our 
blessed Lord, have had a most alarming spread. To the 
propagation of these, none of late have contributed more 
than Dr. Joseph Priestly, and other Socinians in Britain, 


and the pretended New Reformers in Germany. 


A society was lately formed at the Hague, for coun- 
teracting the influence of such pernicious publicaticns. 
They proposed subjects of discourses, examined their 
respective merits, and assigned premiums to tose which 
they judged preferable. This gave rise to the following 
Essay, and to the Society honoring Dr. WynNrerssE, the 
learned and worthy author, with the golden medal. It 
was also approved, September 24, 1793, by the Theo- 
logical Faculty of Leyden University, and then published 
in Dutch. A copy was transmitted, July 1794, to the 
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Rey. Dr. Erskine of Edinburgh. The Rev. Mr. Som- 
merville of Stirling and he, having read it, concurred in 
thinking that it well merited a translation, the Doctor put 
it into my hands, recommended it to my attentive perusal, 
and requested me to translate it. This I attempted; but 
when about the middle of the fourteenth chapter, he in- 
formed me that a Translation of Dr. Wynpersse’s Essay 
was in a few days to be published at-London. Being so 
far advanced, however, I could not think of desisting till 
I had finished the whole; and in perusing the London 
version, after mine was complete, I found no eause to 
repent that I had formed that resolution. In the course 
of the translation, | have subjoined a few notes; and, to 
_ distinguish them from those of the venerable author, they 
always end with the word Translator. 

That what is thus presented to the public, may be 


greatly blessed to all who read it, is the earnest prayer of 


THOMAS BELL. 
Glasgow, Oct. 5, 1795. 
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CHAPTER I. 


The increasing Denial of Christ’s Godhead is 
remarkabie. 
An honorary prize appointed for a good de- 
fence of Christ’s true Godhead! Is it then a 
difficulty to discern, is it still hard to evince, in 
“the eighteenth age of Christianity, what should 


_be our thoughts of him, and what our trust in 


a who Is our peace, our ies ourhoper Eph, 
214, Col. iii: 4. 1 Tim. i 
Th the earliest periods of AN church, there 
were professors and teachers, who did not abide 
inthe simple but powerful confidence of faith, 


by which Christians, treading in the footsteps . 


of the apostles, religiously revered, and grate- 
fully followed the Lord Jesus Christ, in whose 
love and cross they found their redemption, and 
in his glory aod might their consolation in the 
time of need and at the hour of death. ‘The 


| suppress'on of the means of knowledge, and 
“ “ oo 


5 ox 
* 


a 


8 DIVINITY OF CHRIST. . 


of friendly intercourse eke the scattered 

churches, especially the prejudices introduced - 

by Jews and Heathens, contributed to widen 

such differences. The religious. liberty under 
Constantine, and the rising respect for the cler- 
gy, were another occasion of divisions, and — 
afforded the fiery temper and the inventive 
genius of Arius an opportunity to spread his © 
tenets concerning the Son, as an intermediate — 
being between God and the world. Tenets 
which, by his communicating them in a more 
polished strain, and more agreeable to the scrip- 
ture style, t than the Gnostics had done, produc- 
ed important and lasting consequences. — 

When the darkness of the middle ages’ fled bey 
away, and the holy courage and extensive learn- 
ing of church reformers was exercised with un- 
remitted diligence and astonishing success in ~ 
purging religion from the errors which had been 
gradually introduced, it was easy to foresee that 
some would go farther in renouncing old opin- 
ions. Among others arose Socinus, who, with 
his followers, numbered the Saviour’s Godhead 
among the inventions of all-corrupting supersti- 
tion. 

But when now, after so much inquiry, and so 
many disputes, with so much assistance and 
light, these differences not only continue, but 
that those who question Christ’s eternal God- 
head multiply even in spite of the confessions of 
their own societies, that many Christian teach- 
ers seem much at a loss where to place their 
great Master in the scheme of their theological 
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notions,* that even many do not allow him the 
sublime station granted him by Arians and semi- 
Arians, but hold him for a mere human teacher, 
singularly raised up of God, and authorized to 
_ replace in a proper light the fundamental doc- 
trines of rational religion; such things merit the 
serious observation, ‘and attentive zeal of henest 
Christians. 


° CHAPTER IL. 
~ te. wy," 


is no Evidence against that Doctrine. 


Must we lament this change of doctrine as 
an ungrateful and a most dangerous apostacy 
from the Lord Jesus and his saving grace? Or 
‘is it a happy consequence of the. greater illu- 
mination of our ¢ age; an evidence that that doc- 
trine cannot suffer the test of time and deeper 


* In the scheme of their notions. Whatever abuses 
miy be committed in the systematic manner of teaching, 
we do not attribute it to a good judgment, that some in 
the present age will not suffer any theological system. 

- Will they then have a religion without knowledge? no- 
tions which do not cohere? or a harmony in contradic- 
tions? Is not the just connexion of ideas reckuned as 
necessary in pneumatics, as that of words in grammar? 
Must all useful sciences be reduced to a well-regulated 
system, only not the knowledge cf divine things, and the 
g.ounds of our hope?) Of what kind then shail be the 
boasted knowledge in which children, scholars, and 
churches, will be instructed? 
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inquiry? Many errors undoubtedly fall when 
truth obtains the victory; and doctrines or dif- 


ferences formerly carried high, become con- 


temptible of themselves in following ages. 
It is not however fact, that later times always 


know the truth better than the preceding; that 


important principles formerly received with rea- 
son, are never darkened afterwards; or that an 
age in some respects enlightened, and advancing 
in the fine arts, does not at the same time contin- 
ue dark in other sciences, or go backward. The 
history of nations and of their knowledge, the dif 
ferent course in which mental exercises run, 
and the examples of the renowned Greeks and 
Romans, could furnish abundant evidence of this. 
Were the question here concerning some pro- 
positions relating to mathematics, physics, chi- 
mistry, or astronomy, from the disapprobation 
which they receive more and more at present, 
we might justly suspect that they were false. 
Whether we might draw the same conclusion, 
as to morals and politics, on which much is 


' written, is not so\clear. But from the experi- 


mental trial, and the successful knowledge of 
material objects, we cannot infer that there is 
greater light, and more accurate views respect- 
ing objects which fall not under the observation 
of the senses. At any rate, we must not build 


the important truths of religion upon the eo 


ating stream of the modern manner of thinking, 
or upon other prejudices of authority and bold 
assertion; but upon the firm foundations of ra- 
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tional evidence. Where could we otherways 
find the boundaries of truth? For in our time, 
there are not wanting, even among the intelli- 
gent, nay, not amongst Protestant teachers, who 
openly deny the divine original of some parts of 
the holy scripture, the unadulterated authenticity 
of others, the literal and definitive sense of the 
sacred historical narrations, and the lasting au- 
thority of the bible over our faith and practice. 
And the immediate consequence is, that many 
reject the whole of Christianity, andi always. 
happens, when reason wants, or contemns the 
salutary instructions and supports of revelation) 
they also attack the doctrines of natural religion. 
The divine authority of moral laws, divine pun- 
ishments, the immottality of the soul, God’s all- 
superintending providence, yea, the very being 
of God, are more denied in our age than ever. 
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CHAPTER If. 
2 * 
The leading causes of this denial assigned. 


That many members of such societies, in 
which the Godhead of the Lord Jesus Christ is 
constantly acknowledged as a capital truth, 


show less stability concerning it now, or incline 


to deny it, must raise less prejudice against the 
truth of that doctrine, if we can find in the tem- 
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er of the times, strong and dishonorable causes 
of that turn of thought. Let us mention some of 
them, without insisting at present on the par- 
ticular principles, from which, in earlier or later 
times, the opposition to that doctrine arose. 
That Jesus of Nazareth was a descendant of 
man, subject tohuman infirmities, trained up in 
poverty, in the vigor of life accused as an evil 
doer, and at the sentence of a magistrate put to 
death by ashamefal punishment; that at the same 
time he is the true and eternal God, and never- 
theless the Son of the Eternal also; all this 1s 
so strange to the human understanding, so 
remote from all that the whole of nature exhib- 
its, and so justly questionable to a_philoso- 
pher, that to it, nothing but the well established 
testimony of God himself can gain his consent. 
None can hold fast such a doctrine, except 
either from imitation, ard upon the authority or 
presumed proofs of others; which, however, 
is not a firm foundation; or by a proper and 
accurate consultation of such an infallible reve- 
lation of God, as that no intelligent man can 
refuse giving credit without absurdity. But, as 
sensual pleasure, temporal advantage, and 
worldly business, always hinder religious exer- 
cises, everv one now complains of the loose 
and unchristian education of thoughtless youth. 
The diligent and daily, the secret and domestic, 


use-and inquiry into the word of God, so high-— 


ly esteemed among Protestants after the Ref- 
ormation, when liberty of faith was restored, is 
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now become rare. A torrent of new publica- 
tions, calculated not so much to propagate solid 
knowledge, as to satiate a certain curiosity, and 
to assist in the wanton wasting of precious time, 
has almost swept away the Bible. Men allow 
their children, after a ‘short and superficial edu- 
cation, on which they look down with disdain, 
to make profession of the established religion, 
on so loose a footing, that every sneer in the 
circle of the gay, is sufficient to prevent, or to 
eradicate all true conviction. Such professors, 
even_respectable people, in other things knowing 
and learned, growing old on the same footing, 
going to church, and holding the usual strain of 
doctrine for the best, but never inquiring into 
the grounds of faith, continue unsettled, and fall 
before the attacks of infidelity.* 

The English Deists, mostly subtile philos- 
ophers, have obtained less influence in gen- 
eral. On the Continent, a number of the 
frothy French, by all kinds of wanton and de- 
ceitful raillery, and assertions rashly advanced, 
have not attacked the dignity of holy scripture 
and of the Christian doctrine by dint of argu- 
ment, but painted them in ludicrous colors; and 
yet have made great impressions, especially 
upon people of a more polite education. Their 
profane scoffs and ill applied humor, sting un- 
~ armed hearts, and poison them with scepticism; 
to be delivered from which, a more accurate 


* This applies, of course, to the author’s times and 
country.—Ep. 
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inquiry is requisite than they choose to make. 
And if young students thus wounded in their 
- defenceless state, and never radically cured, 


come in process of time into offices, or into other 
circumstances of extensive influence, to what 
quarter will they not turn, either to accommo- 
date their infidelity in a covert manner to their 
profession, or more openly to vend their unchris- 
tian and pretended philosophical principles? 
In order to acquaintance with truths which 
the senses and reason do not discover, an ap- 
prehension of their great importance, and a se- 
rious concern about them, is of the utmost ad- 
vantage.* The times of persecution, which 
kept seriousness alive and required men for 
the name of Christ to lose their fortune and 
their life, when they were driven to seek 
after firm grounds of consolation, and of 
what they could expect from Christ, amidst 
spoiling, banishment, and the most cruel tor- 
tures; these times, (I say) are mostly past, 
God be thanked. Different communions toler- 
ate one another, men are quite sick of that 
excessive bitterness which formerly prevailed, 
they even grant heaven to professors of a doc- 
trine totally different, and count it noble to 
honor liberty and genius. So far, well. But the 


_* Far be it from me, however, that I should think se- 
iousness alone, without a sober inquiry, sufficient to the 
erning of truth. Error has also had her zealots, and 
martyrs. : 
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civil toleration and indulgence not to be refused, , 
even to Jewish or Heathen fellow-citizens, is — 
not always kept pure from an indecent and 
dangerous - mixture of indifference respecting 
God, his service, and the safe way to salvation. 
Accurate knowledge, solid orthodoxy, a discreet 
defence of the true religion, are first judged 
unnecessary in doctrines of less, than in those 
of the utmost importance; and in mixed con- 
versation, are esteemed unseasonable and odi- 
ous. What seriousness, in order to consider 
the important matters of faith, can we, for in- 
stance, attribute to people who never durst dis- 
course with their partners or children concern- 
ing their eternal salvation? To people to whom 
it is equal. whatever is said of their Saviour, 
who are content, when their teacher describes 
his hearers es altogether condemnable before 
God on account of sin, from which they can be 
delivered only by the merits and grace of 
Christ, and joins himself as such with them in 
the Lord’s prayer, but who with as much satis- 
faction attend to a teacher, who among his 
hearers is almost silent concerning the Saviour 
Christ, and does not ascribe so much dignity to 
his person, nor so much necessity to his work 2 
What reverent love of the truth can there be 
among such Divines, who reckon it lawful to 
enter upon the ministerial office, quite other- 
ways than Jesus, the apostles, and martyrs 
quite otherways than the great luminaries of tl he” 
church in the sixteenth century; and oo 
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themselves to receive livings in churches, ac- . 
cording to whose confession, without believing 
it, they will regulate themselves, till a way |e 
prepared, and a chance secured, to propagate 
other tenets ? 

‘Men of letters, who would willingly receive 
some honor for their diligence, and the offspring 
of their brains, cannot succeed by cleaving to 
the common creed, and are often inclined to 
pass authoritative decisions upon it, to look 
back with contempt upon divines and reformers, 
excellent but now antiquated, and appear- 
ing in a diminutive light from their increasing | 
distance, whose prudent zeal, and very com- — 
prehensive pales ge, they can by no means 
equal. Strong is their propensity to obtain the 
glory of greater light, by dismissing deep re- 
searches of doctrinal points as unprofitable. 
Their haughty self-confidence proceeds to give 
a far-fetched turn to the proofs for these doc- 
trines, or totake them figuratively, and thus 
deny their proper Hise, and to declare every 
thing vain which stands in their way. But by 
neglecting to set proper bounds to this liberty, 
many modern teachers, as I conceive, have got - 
farther than they themselves at first intended. 
They began for instance, with the existence 
and operations of angels; this extended to the 
account of divine appearances, gradually to 
that of unprecedented miracles, of extraordina- 
ry inspirations, to every thing supernatural oc- 
curing in the word of God! Thus the Christ- 
lan becaine a naturalist. 
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A later strain of philosophy, under pretext o. 
a fine demonstration, expatiates.at large upon 
God’s wise and all-suliicient goodness, with 
a view to show us from thence, that the Su- 


_preme Being, standing in need “of nothing for 


himself, makes the salvation of rational crea- 
tures the highest end of his works; that there- 
fore, his laws are not authoritative command- 


‘ments and requisitions, but only friendly coun- 
sels, and fatherly proposals concerning the 


means of our happiness; that our obligation to 
them must not be derived from our absolute 
Spee upon God in ns and preserva- 


ural and innocent nee bi 2 a D felic ity ; 
that thus, from the neglect of these pr escriptions 
no judic ial punishments are Bike apprehended, 
but only miseries and misfo 3; that we sin-— 
ners, returning to these salar rules, here, or 
even hereafter, again find the way of salvation, 
and answering God’s | Afffetionate design, be- 
come happy of ourselves. Satisfaction to God’s 
penal law, supernatural doctrines, positive pre- 
cepts are unnecessary. By which means, the 
doctrine of salvation, wonderfully clear and 
simple, expatiates on the knowledge of the 
greatness and goodness of the Deity, of our 
confidence in him amidst the miseries of life, 
and of the duties of justice and love to one 
another; to teach all which, Christ the best of 
men (who however, in order to that work, be- 
igs 
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hoved to be no more than a man) was sent, 
when the understanding of the arrogant Jews” 
and idolatrous Heathens was too dull to com- 

prehend such things by natural reason. How 

little necessity of the gospel for the modern en- 

lightened nations! How feebly shall the doc- 

trine of Evangelic mysteries be defended by 

teachers, and protected by rulers, brought up in 

such principles! 

Now, as in this last scheme, there is an ex- 
cessive .abuse of the knowledge of supreme 
goodness, which is as inconsistent with genuine 
philosophy, as with the whole of revelation con- 
cerning God’s sovereignty and grace; so the 
fore-mentioned principles of those, who find no 
necessity for the powerful physician to their 
souls, must make the man who seeks salvation, 

_ ‘more solicitous to understand aright the re- 
_ demption which is in Christ. 


CHAPTER IV. 
How our Inquiry must be directed. 


As to the Godhead of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
we must refer ourselves to the divine testimony 
in the holy scripture, by which only we know 
him. In reference to this, those anciently call- 
ed Orthodox and Arians, unite; and in this, the 
Roman Catholics, Greeks, Proptestants, and 


mi is * 
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Socinians agree. It is true, that among those 
who call themselves Christians, many at present 


doubt concerning the authority of the Bible, | 


and even because of the mysteries themselves 
which occur in it. But as all things are not 
to be handled at once, and in the inquiry after 
a Christian doctrine, we must presuppose the 
divinity of revelation as the foundation: of 
Christianity, and as often indisputably proved, 
so it would be contrary to all reason, to abandon 
a well grounded knowledge and proof, because 
a peculiar tenet cannot be reconciled with it; 
or in a serious difference concerning a proposi- 
tion respecting the supreme Godhead, which 
some reckon irrational and incredible, but 
others, most sublime, of the highest importance, 


and not contrary to reason; in such a difference, | 
I say, it would be quite unreasonable not to — 


leave the determination to God’s own testimony. 
We shall however give a place to objections 
even from reason. 

It hath pleased the Divine Wisdom, not to 
propose the dectrines of faith in separate pro- 
positions, deduced one from another, but to in- 
terweave them ii narratives of events, and in 
exhortations to duties. The truth of opinions 
rests not on detached sentences, pleaded on 
opposite sides. How highly is the Saviour 
celebrated in some scriptures, and in others 
how often distinguished from God! The ex- 
pressions scattered in the word of the Lord, 
must therefore be compared, rash consequen- 
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ces uyoided, place given to just exceptions or 
solutions, and, laying aside all prong we 
must repeatedly read, and attentively cor ider, 
God’s declaration concerning his Son, and the 
way of our salvation, and how the Saviour of 
the world is held forth, in order to our humble 
acceptance. And if with reverence we receive 
the instruction of Christ and his messengers, 
then we shall be able, according to just (not 
arbitrary) rules of interpretation,* to find his 
divine glory in his word. 


* Rules of interpretation. In order to give al due 
credit to the testimony of God, we must interpret it, not 
according to our own opinion, (for because of the de- 
- fective or divided apprehensions of men, that testimony 
--was necessary;) but from the unstrained signification of 
the words themselves, understand the divine declaration 
given in words to us. By this only, the doctrine of the 
scripture must have its definite sense, and preserve it 
through all ages. It is indeed lawful in itself, and agree- 
able to the rules of good interpretation, to try such pla- 
ces as propose any mysteries which reason cannot solve, 
whether by a suitable explication we can avoid what is 
supernatural, by taking them in a softer sense, either 
improperly, or according to the more uncommon signift- 
cation of a word, in allusion to the phrases or opinions 

of anation. But when by an impartial inquiry, it ap- 
pears from the positive manner of assertion, the design, 
connexion, the comparing of places, and the like, that 
we must understand what is said, in its proper significa- 
tion and emphasis, then the Christian subjects his reason 

to revelation. And however much we respect eluci- 
dations of words, given from time to time by learmed 
men who differ from us, this cannot make the doctrine 

of salvation in the word of God, uncertain and change- 
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All that has been adduced concerning the 
multitude of scripture passages relative to this 
important point, the true reading of them in the 
original, and the sense and application, would 
fill a library, and cannot here be introduced. 

_ I judge it agreeable to the design of a concise 
essay, to exhibit some of the clearest proofs of 
Christ’s eternal.Godhead in their plainest light, 
and particularly in opposition to modern doubts, _ 
that a pious searcher may find establishment in 
the truth, and evasions be prevented, rather 
than largely mentioned and refuted. ‘ 

For brevity’s sake | entirely forbear to quote 
other writers, which are so numerous on both 
sides of the question, and confine myself to the 
word of God in order to give place in this mat- — 
ter to scripture Aivinigeaiane. I by no means 
set aside here the books of the Old Testament, 
but shall argue chiefly from those of the New. 
in the last days, when the church was to be ex- 
tended every where, and the infallible instruc- 
tion of inspired men was to cease, it pleased 
the Divine Goodness to complete the code of 
holy scripture, by furnishing more materials, » 
and propounding them with greater clearness. 
And if any (according to the taste of our times, ) 


able in all ages, according to the turn of human sciences, 
under pretence of a new explication. We hope profane 
writings will always continue to have useful light cast 
upon them by grammar and philosophy, without it re- 
maining unknown on that account to the end of time, 
what either Herodotus related, or Plato taught. 
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- judge some of these books to be of no, or of 


less canonical autho [think I shall find in 
the rest, which are ‘wacontroverted, abundant 
materials of proof concerning the Godhead of 
the Son, and even by these, be able to establish 
the harmony ofthe controverted books, with 
such as are not. 

Now, if ever this Essay see the light, may it, 
or rather a better, under the blessing of God, 
serve to the acceptable and salutary conviction 
and establishment of such as calmly inquire 
after truth, who do not willingly depreciate the | 
word of God, or the Lord Jesus (and we 
know in love, ‘the anxious conflict of some) but 
however dare not conclude with us, who upon 
God’s testimony, hold him for he Saviour 
men, but hesitate to attribute on that Fae sa 
those qualities to his person, and that efficacy 
to his work, by which only he can deliver us, 
and on aes ount of which, he is worthy of our 
flight to him, our confidence in him, and our” 
eternal thanks; may it also serve to the estab- 
lishme at of such, who, acknowledging his God- 
head, are nevertheless tossed in their conscien- 
tlous “exercises concerning it! <At any rate, 


being engaged in contemiplating the greatness — 
of the highly celebrated Saviour, I found a . 


pee compendizing the result of what has — 
been the su 


bject of my thoughts for fifty years, 


- concerning this doctrine of christianity, and in 


arranging “under certain heads in the following 


sections, the siritual proofs of Christ’s true 
nt 
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and eternal Godhead. Of any find a vigil or 


two less satisfactory, I entreat that the mis- 


take of the writer, whether real or supposed, 
may not prevent the reader from considering 
the rest. As we have not labored to number, 
but to weigh proofs, so it depends not on ten or 
twelve passages of scripture, though not one 
word of it should be indifferent to us. But we 


_ know, that for various. reasons, all arguments 


make not the s same impresstong on every person. 
a, ; 


- CHAPTER V.- 
on ane ¥ 


aA Bae es Christ’s Dwine Names. 


* 
eo, 


Names serve to Saabs ich objects; wind in 
the holy scripture God’s names tend to distin- 
itt him from other beings. Christ’s true 
Godhead is proved from this, that the word 
of truth holds him forth under the peculiar 
and distinguishing denominations of the Su- 
preme Being, and that indeed in a_ sense 
not derived, improper and feeble, but simple 
and strong. Nay, when the Jews pected 
he made himself God, he himself declared _ 
that he was high above ee princes, t 0 whom — 
the law had said ina lower sense, Ye are Gods. 
John x: 33 —36. 

He is often, and with emphasis, called God, 


Bik, bi Geos. é In the beginning was the Wor d. 
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and the Word ‘was with God, and the Word was 
God.” John i: 1., Thomas, confirmed in his 
former high esteem of the Saviour, by the cer- 
tainty of resurrection, cried out O God! Bot he sf 
wild confusion, but answered and said to | Se 
‘¢My Lord, and my God!” John xx: 28. As » 
also prior to that, Mary said to him, Iabboni! a 
John xx: 16. And the concession of both met” 
with his approbation. ‘Of the fathers is 
Christ, as concerning the flesh. He who ts 
above all, God blessed for ever, Amen.” Rom. 
ix: 5, To the Son he saith, *‘ Thy throne, O 
God, is for ever and ever, &c.; therefore, O 
God, thy God hath anointed thee with the oil of 
gladness above thy fellows.” Compare Rom. 
i: 3, 4. From the plain signification of these 
places, the exceptions sought against them are_ 
easily and solidly refuted,* by such as are ac- 
quainted with the original language. 

We farther argue from the name Lord, given 


' 


*On this we must not expatiate. To the learned 
it would not be new, nor to the unlearned clear. 
Only one instance. Not long ago, a Divine upon 
Rom. ix: 5, referred the words €72 IV¢W1, above 
every, or above all things, to the Fathers mention- 
ed just before, and gave this interpretation of the place. 
Whose are the Fathers, and of whom, as concerning the 
flesh, Christ came, being above [them] all. Blessed be 
God for ever, Amen. But to limit the general expression 
above all to the Fathers, is quite groundless and arbitra- 
Ty; and then it behoved to run, €#0 HAVtWY Avtwv 
or €x&/101', and so much the nate. because the Fathers 
here are not the nearest antecedent, but the Israelites, 
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in the sacred word to Christ, and 2ecordingly 
directing our acknowledgement and worship. 
Every. where is he called the Lord, 6 Xvgcos, by 
way of eminency, he alone above all creatures, 


a the grandees of the world. He is Lord of 


. Acts x:.36. Heis Lord of Lords. Rev. 
16. Not first made such in reward of his 


Sadeetiie and suffering ; at his birth, the angel 


announced him as Christ the Lord. Luke ii: 11. 
Elizabeth called him her Lord, while yet un- 
born: Luke i: 43. And King David, long be- 
fore. Mat. xxii: 45,.* In his bonds and deepest 
humiliation he was the Lord. Luke u: 61; 

xxiii: 42. He is the Lord of glory. 1 Cor. ‘ 
ii: 8. Surely not of an earthly glory, but of 

that which in scripture is called the glory ‘the 
ford; 2 Cor. iti: 18; iv: 6. in the Old ‘ esta- 
tment, so frequently the glory of Jehovah, andon 

* 


of whom Christ came. Men have always maintained 
and that with reason, that the last part of the text must 
necessarily be applied to Christ; as by opposition relating 
to the words, concerning the flesh, which otherwise 
would have neither scope nor sense. See Rom. i: 3, 4. 
The proof from Acts xx: 28 and 1 Tim. ili: 16, is some- 
what more difficult, because the difference of reading in 


_ the original text requires a more extensive inquiry. We 


judge however, that here these places are also rightly 
used: in the first mentioned, the best reading seems to be, 
Tov eUgLOY nal wEOU, 


*If we conclude : 
not to | a ‘rea Ad 


from this place, that Psal. ex: 1, is 

toni but Adonai, the proof becomes 
lid without that reading. 

as ; ' 3 
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account of which, God is also called the God 
of Glory. Acts vil: 2. 


That glory was revealed indeed, by giving lus- 


tre to the angels, and the saints; Luke it: 9, 
1 Pet. v: 4. Rev. xxi: 11. but none of these 
was ever the Lord of glory. Paul teaches us 
the emphasis of the name Lord, by saying, 
there are Lords many, yet we have but one 
Lord Jesus Christ, by whom are all things. 
1-Cor. viii: 6. True, it is there also said, “ we 
have but one God, the Father, of whom are 
all things, and we to him,” which might excite a 
suspicion, as if God and Lord were thus con- 
trasted, and Christ called Lord, he not being 
God equal to the Father. 1 Cor. xii: 5, 6. 
But this is so far from following, that on the 
contrary, it is chiefly from the name Lord, that 
we infer the divinity of Christ, because he bears 
it, not in opposition to, but in communion with 
the Father; and both together, in opposition to 
all other beings.. That name is constantly giv- 
en inthe New Testament now to the Father, 
then to Christ, sometimes alternately to the one 


after the other; Lukei. so that it is oftens ee. 


what doubtful, which of the two is 


And if we applied the name every v] ere he, t* 


the scope, 1 Tim. iv: 17, 18. 2 Pet. iiz 3; 9, 
15. Acts xxviii: 8—10. we should find more 
proofs of his Godhead, which on account of 
their uncertainty, we shall now omit. __ 

As therefore, the Father is the one God, but 


# 
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is also elsewhere called the Lord, so the name 
of the one Lord, given to Christ, who also is 


elsewhere called God, cannot hinder, but con- . 
vinces us, that Godhead and Dominion, are _ 
common to the Father and to Him,.—And how | 


otherwise could Christ be the only Lord and 
Lord of lords, while nevertheless the Father 
also is ae only Lord, and Lord of lords? 1 
Tim. vi: 15. Who is that Lord, before whose 
face Eat went to prepare the way ? Luke i: 76. 
Was it not Christ? John i: 7, 8, 23, 31. If so 
then is he alsothe Lord, the God of the children 
of Israel, verses, 16, 17, the Highest, verse, 
Hee etrovih henner Compare Isaiah sa pee 
Who is that Lord, by calling upon whose name 
men should be saved? Acts ii: 21. Is it not 
Jesus? Acts iv: 2.; ix: 14; xxii: 16. But ifso, 
Peter when he spake under the fullest impulse 
of the Holy Ghost, held Him for the same, 
whom Joel had called Jehovah. Joel ii: 32. 
_ Here we only add his usual name, Saviour 
but in the fullest sense characteristic of him. 
Vhich also is a singular and exclusively h 
orary title ascribed to God in his word. 
5. 1 Tim. ii: 3. But of its emphatic 
ification, as also of the name, Son of — Go 
hall speak afterwards. The proof from. the 
divine names is still ‘more “Giacies when 


several of them in order to give light and 


_ strength to one another, are joined together and 


applied to the Saviour. He is the Son of God, 
Jesus Christ our Lord; 1 Cor. i: 9. 2 John 
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verse 3. our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 2 
Pet)‘i: (11; i: 20;iit: 2, 18. ‘*"This 1s the true 
God and eternal life.” 1 John v: 20; Compare 
i: 2; v: 1l,and 12. ‘ We look for the glorious 
appearance of the great God, and our Saviour 
Jesus Christ.” Tit. ii: 13. Compare 2 Tim. 
iv: 1, 8. Cor. i: 7. Some deny the only Lord 
God, and our Lord Jesus Christ. Jude, verse 4. 
To these three places, in which he is expressly 
called God (and others more doubtful Lukefi: 
AY 1 Viowasd. Tit. 1235-11710. Janes ee 
2 Peter i: 1. we do not quote) it is an- 
swered, that in them the name God is to 
be understood of the Father. And in- 
deed we do not deny that the words in them- 
selve bear such an interpretation, if the sen- 
tences adjoined, and the coherence made it ab- 
solutely necessary. However, the position of the 
words in the Greek, is certainly such that if — 
there were no dispute concerning the doctri A 
every linguist would apply them all to Ch 


Thus the native force of the expressions, t 
connexion, and parallel passages support ou 
opinion. | Ay 
In these, (as in all the other divine hon-— 
orary names given to Christ, and mentioned 
above) it must be kept in eye, that if amidst all 
the exalted testimonies given him, he must not 
however be acknowledged as God, then such 
dangerous ambiguities, and propositions tending 
to mislead, could never have dropt so often from 
pens.consecrated to God. — | 
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CHAPTER VI, 
Christ’s Divine Albributes, 


Names are external signs and intimations 
of the distinction which takes place. with re- 
spect to beings, and the distinction lies in their 
attributes. It is therefore an irrefragable proof — 
of the Godhead of Christ, if, by the divine tes- 
timony, the attributes of the Supreme Being, 
and even those to which God appeals, as distin- 
guishing him from other beings, are ascribed 
to Christ. In general then, it merits our deep 
attention, that Christ, though a man, and even 
after his ‘glorification continuing such, 1. Tim. 
li: 5, is nevertheless often distinguished froiw, 
and set in opposition to all men, and thus at 
bi the same time, as an existence w hich j is not hu- 
man. “ Paul an apostle, [called] not of man, 
by man, but by Jesus Christ and God 
ather.” Gal. i: 1. “If L yet pleased 
then I should not be the servant of Christ. 
‘neither received nor learned the Gospel 
of any man, but by the revelation of Jesus 
Christ.” ‘Gal. i: 10—12. “ He who is called 
in the Lord, being a servant, is the Lord’s 
freeman. i fe manner, re who is called 
being free, is the servant of Christ: ye are 
dearly bought; be not ye the servants of men.”’ 
1 Cor. vii: 22, 23. So likewise, Eph. vi: 6. 
Col. i: 23, 24. Heb vii: 28 What that more 
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than human existence is, Paul teaches in the 
plainest words, to wit: “that Christ Jesus was 
in the form of God, and thought it not robbery 
to be equal to God; but made himself of no 
reputation; having taken upon him the form of 
a servant, and become like unto men.” Phil. 
LG. he ; 
Let us contemplate the special attributes of 
God in Christ. 
His Eternity.— He existed in power and glory, 
not only before his human birth, John 1: 14.; | 
ii: 13.3" vir"62. 2 “Cor. vil:, 9 Somme 
Phil. ii: 6, 7. before John, John i: 15. before 
Abraham, John viii: 58. but before the world 
was, John xvii: 5. before all things. Col. 1: 
15—17. He did not then begin to be, but he | 
was. ife was with God, and He was God. 
John i: 1,2. As it is testified of Jehovah, 
Isaiah xli: 1, 4.; xliv: 6. so of Christ, that he 
is the first and the last, the Alpha and the 
Omega. Rev. i: i1.; ti: 8.; xxii: 13. His du-_ 
ration, and that indeed in opposition to the crea- 


tures, can neither change, nor become old. Heb, 
i: 10—12. The proper, the clear meaning of 
these passages established by the connexion, 
and the light and strength they communicate to 
one another, is decisive. All the Arians ac- 
knowledged on this account, the existence of 
the Son before the world. The attemptsto ~ - 
evade the force of these, and of the following 
proofs, do so much viclence to them, that there- 
by the natural sense is confirmed, and if other 
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interpretations were admitted, no scripture 
phrases would convey a certain meaning.* 
Cmnipresence.—When walking about upon 


the earth, he was nevertheless in heaven, John - 


iii: 13. His humanity being placed, and abiding 
on high, Acts iii: 21. he went forth however to 
work mightily on earth. Mark xvi: 20. He 
isin the midst of all, who many or few, are 
gathered together in his name. He is with his 
own always to the end of the world. Mat. 
xvili: 20. xxviii: 20. Paul exercised apostolic 


* The brevity of this tract forbids us here to expatiate. 
We exhibit the grounds of our persuasion, and leave to 
every man’s judgment and conscience, what he finds 
written. Will men however have an example? Let 
them freely take that explication of John viii: 58. in the 
discovery of which, after much prayer and pains, [austus 
Socinus was so glad: Before Abraham was I am, that is, 
before Abraham was Abraham indeed, before he became a 
father of many nations by the calling of the Gentiles, [ am. 
But may men thus foist in that which isnotsaid. In the 
whole of this conversation of Jesus with the Jews, is nota 


certain person of that name understood by Abraham ; of 


whom Jesus now also says, before he, before that Abra- 
ham was, (or was born) | am? The Jews could not un- 
derstand it otherways than literally; the less so, because 
it was an answer to their question, Thou art not yet fifty 
years old, and hast thou seen Abraham? The calling of 
the Gentiles to be Abraham’s children was yet to come, 
and thus it should have run, before Abraham shall be, I 


‘am. But what would be the scope or sense of that ?— 


As little do the Saviour’s words bear, especially in that 
connexion, this other interpretation, before Abraham was, 
I am, to wit: fore ordained of God to my ministry. 
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sural in the presence of hoc al 2 Cor, vii: 12 
so also before Christ’s face. 2 Cor. : 10, 
See also 1 Tim. vi: 13. 2 Tice ivtel« ‘Onan 
presence is likewise presupposed in 

Omniscience.—This he allowed to be openly 
altributed to him. John. xvi: 30.; xxi: 17. 
When be was upon earth he knew all men, 
“and had no need that any should testify of 
man: for he himself knew whatsoever was in 
‘man. John ii: 24,25. *Being now in heaven, 
he searches the reins and hearts, in all the 
churches. Rev. ii: 23. But this belongs to 
God only; 1 Kings vii: 39. Jer. xvii:,10. On 
what other ground could men while here absent 
from the Lord, labor to be accepted of him? 
2 Cor. v: 9. He is our advocate with the Fa- 
ther. I John: 1. But how could he be so, if 
he were not perfectly acquainted with all his 
people, and with all their cases ?T 

In scripture, ihe perfeciions of God’s sovereign 
wil are highly. exalted above every creature. 
None, says the Saviour, is good, but God only. 
Mat. xix: 17. But goodness, mercy, yea grace, 


*'lhis general and express testimony, is totally differ- 
ent from the knowledge sometimes revealed to the proph- 
ets concerning the secret purposes of other men. 1 
Kings xvi: 1—6. 2-Kings vi: 9—12. Actsv: 3. See 
also 2 Kings iv: 27. 

+'The objection from Mark xiii: 32, is of great im- 
portance. . ** But of that hour knoweth no man,—no not 
theSon.’’ Because, however, these last words are not 
found in the parallel passage, Mat. xxiv. 36; sole sus- 
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free sovereign grace, and long-suffering towards 
the guilty, are also ascribed in the Fallest sense 
to Christ. ‘The Lord is gracious.” 1 Pet. 
ii: 3. “The mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ 
is unto eternal life.” Jude verse 21. The 
grace of our Lord was exceeding abundant to- 
wards Paul, and for this cause he obtained 
mercy, that in him Jesus Christ might shew 
forth all long-suffering. 1 Tim. i: 14, 16. 

No less are we directed to the righteousness 
of our God and Saviour Jesus Christ. 2 Pet. 
i: 1. And, as God is love, and accordingly, 
every one. "that loveth, is born of God, 1 John 
iv: 7, 8. so in a sense “equally full, it is said of’ 
Christ, that he is righteous, and every one who 
doth righteousness, 1 is born of him. 1 John i: 


pect them to have been foisted in by the Arians. But 
without greater proof, we scruple to pronounce that 
spurious which stands in the way. These words continu- 
ing, there could be no solution, if we did not acknowl- 
edge a human nature and power in the Divine Redeemer. | 
A finite knowledge is not a direct proof against his God- 
head, as little as omniscience is a denial of his manhood. 
To this, therefore, which knew not all things, and could 
increase in knowledge, these words are applicable. Fur- 
ther, that they must not be understood’ in an absolute 
sense, appears, because, besides the sublime knowledge 
which the Son only hath concerning the Father, Mat. 

xi: 27. the Father also hath-committed all judgment to 
the Son, John v: 22. and thus the time thereof cannot 
be determined without the Son, who shows hiniself ac- 
quainted in all respects, with the manner and circumstan- 
ces of that judgment which appertains to him. Mat. 
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29, Of God it is said, ‘ As he we hath call- 
ed you is hely, so be ve also holy.”?: 1 Pet. i: 
15, 16. - So likewisé of Christ, whosoever hath 
hope in him, purifieth himself, even | as He i is 
pure. 1 John iii: 3, 7. 

Christ hath divine power, "tee by. the word of 
his power, he upholds all things: Heb nie 8... 
working, by which he ean subdue all things to 
himself. Phil. iii: 21. He is all- sufficient, so 
that his grace is sufficient for the safety and de- 
liverance of his people. 2Cor. xii:-9, Out 
of his fulness, a fulness of grace and _ truth, 
“pee all we received, and grace for grace. John 


716, Yea, he i js rich to all who call upon 


ie Rom. x: 12. 


To this, add the relative attribute of authority. if 
over all, Alithings are given him of bis Father. | 


_ Mat. xi: 27, He hath all power in heaven and 
“onearth. Mat. xxviii: 18. ‘‘ Heisthe prince 
of the kings ofthe earth: Rev. 1:5; xix: 16; far 
above all principality, and power, and might, 
and dominion; and every name which is named, 
not only in this world, but also in that which is 
to come, &c. Eph. i: 20, 22. Of his divine 
authority over the whole kingdom of grace, we 
shail treat afterward, and at present only ob- 
serve, that when invoked as a king, he with no 
less authority than discernment of heart and 


abundance of grace, opened paradise to the ~~ 


penitent thief. Luke xxii: 42,43. Add far-_ 


ther, the clear proof taken from his power tong 


pardon sins. 
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Mar | ¥ It is true, that in-the scripture 
ob: a 

passages entioned, and in others, it is also 

taught, that the ‘Supreme hority is given him 


athe r that he hath 1 set him at his right 


n, ubove all principality and pow- 
teich so. onceive of this, as when 
Heb atate Y 
ve adm nistration to inferior ofh- 
pier ior mon archs, the execution of all 
their aut ao to their prime viziers, who are 
Be thereby exalted indeed above all the other — 
) ‘subjects, and can have place at the rig 
hand of majesty, but have only a deriv 
ower, and continue excluded from all right. 
of the supreme authority? © Gen. xli: 40. 
Without doubt it appears from thence, that — 
Christ is distinct from God the Father, and that 
he works in subordination to the Father; a 
thing which the confessors of his Godhead do 
‘not deny, and of which subordination we shall 
afterwards speak. But let not the comparison 
with earthly kings and their ministers of state 
be so far pushed, as to make the holy scripture 
contradict itself, Are not fellowship, and an 
hereditary right to the Father’s power, constant- 
dy: ascribed to Christ? Are not the kingdom, 
the dominion itself, the throne and sceptre said 
s#o-be his?’ Rom. xiv: 9. Col. i: 13..2 Tim, iv: 
1, Heb, i: 8. Mat. xxiv: xxv. Tosit at God’s 
_right hand, is explained by reigning as king. 
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Psal. cx: 1. Compare 1 Cor..xv: 25, Earthly 
princes are often through inability, under a ne- 
cessity of allowing themselves to be assisted in 
the government of their kingdom by honorary 
servants, 

How. can it become God, to set a ‘mere 
creature, a man only sent to teach, next to 
himself on the throne of his creation? Let 
us by all means consider what is included in the 
authority assigned to the Lord Jesus by the 
Father. Joseph could relieve Pharaoh in the 
administration, because the work of both con- 
sisted in human transactions, in. which the en- 
dowments of the statesman could counterbal- 
ance those of the king. But to exercise the 
Father’s dominion, to govern heaven and earth, 
supposes that omnipresence, that omniscience, 
that original rectitude, that source of overflow- 
ing benificence, that inexaustible strength and 
all- -sufficiency, which set the Godhead of Christ 
ina most convincing light. 


CHAPTER VIL. 
Christ’s Divine Works. 


All activity proceeds from the internal pow- 
ers of beings, and is an irrefragable proof of 
their specific nature. We, therefore, justly ac- 
knowledge the true Godhead of Jesus, because 
the infallible testimony ascribes the peculiar 
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works of God to him, and thereby establishes 
his divine nature and attributes. 

Tue Creation, ‘ All things were made by 
the Word; (who was with God, who was God, 
and was made flesh) and without him was not 
any thing made that was made. He was in the 
world, and the world was made by him.”? John 
1:3, 10. ‘‘ By him were all things created, which 
are in heaven and which are in earth, visible and 
invisible, whether they be thrones, or - dominions, 
principalities, or powers. Col.i: 16. “ By him 
the Father made the worlds. In the beginning 
he founded the earth, and the A are the 
work of his hands.”’ Heb. i: pay 1D 

To understand all this concerning the erec- 
tion of the Christian church, militates against 
the force, the universality, and coherence of the 
expressions. The Gnostics, indeed, accounted 
the Creator a middle being between the Infinite 
and the universe; but according to all sound 
reasoning, the work of creation requires and 
demonstrates the highest wisdom, power, and 
goodness, and even excludes all instruments and 
mediate causes. Therefore, God himself is 
known and demonstrated from his creatures, 
and every where the Supreme Being attributes 
creation to himself alone, as the clearest proof 
of his eternal Godhead, and the best refutation 
of idolatry! See Psalm XXAUV OL O75, ROVI sO; 
Leet x1: 26—-28.; xliv: 24.; xlviii: 13. Jer. v: 

Rom. i: 20. 
eee the contrary, “‘the gods who have not 
4 ; 
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made the. heavens ‘and: the earth shall perish. 

Jer. x: 11. ALES therefore, from the creation 
ascribed to Christ, we cannot infer his true 
Godhead, then there should be no necessary 
foundation for the knowledge and certainty of _ 
_ the Father’s Godhead. ; 

In particular, life and hght are the astonishing, 
_ the inimitable, and obvious works of the Deity; 
1 Sam. ii: 6. Neh. ix: 6. Jer. xlv: 7. but in 
the self-same Word was life, ‘‘ and the life was 
the light of men. He was the true light, which 
enlighteneth every man, coming into the world. zr 
John i: 4, 9. “ He is the Prince of life.” Acts 
ni: 15, He had power, not only to lay down 
his own bodily life, but also to take it again. 
John x: 18. He shall raise up the dead at the 
last day. John v: 25--29; vi: 39, 40. For, as 
Paul demonstrates ‘ the exceeding greatness of 
God’s power, and the working of his mighty 
power, by the resurrection of Christ from the 
dead, and his exaltation;”? Eph. i: 19, 20.5 so 
he also. testifies concerning the Lord Jesus 
Christ, that he ‘ shall change the abased bodies 
of his saints, and make them like his own glori- 
ous body, according to the working wherein ne 
can subdue all things to himself.” Phil. 

at ; 
As by the word of God, Psalm xxxiii: 6. 
2 Pet. iii: 5. so also. by the word of Christ’s 
power, all things consist. Heb. 1: 3. Col. i: 17. 
_ On earth, he did those works which none 
other had done, John xv: 24. the works of his 


my ; iat x: 33 —338. ie so him to be the 
Lord of nature, and of all her laws. Mat. viii: 
27. xi: 5. Here it is chiefly to be observed, 
that he did these works according to his own 
mercy and sovereign will. Being moved with 
compassion, he said to the leper, ‘‘I will, be 
thou clean.”? Mat. viii: 3. Mark i: 41. “As 
the Father raiseth up the dead, and quickeneth 
them; even so the Son quickeneth whom he 
will.” John v: 21. In particular, the redemp- 
tion and eternal salvation of men: is his work. 
What part or requisite thereof is not ascribed 
to him? ‘ He is the Word of Life, the Eter- 
nal Life which was with the Father, and was 
manifested unto us.” John 1. 1, 2. 

This however, shall aftewards furnish us with 
special matter of meditation. — : 


CHAPTER VILL. 


Chris’’s Divine Worship. 


He, to whom the word of the Lord ascribes 
divine honor, must be its proper and its worthy 
object; he must be God, he must be Jehovah 
himself, ae will not give his glory to another.” 
Isaiah xlii: 8. This kind of proof must satisfy 
our opponents the more,* as directly referring 

* Opponents. This is not said from hatred or con- 


tempt. They who mutually differ in persuasion and dis- 
putes, think oppositely to one another on both sides. 
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to the practical part of religion, to which all the 
speculative must be Babserviewt: of which last, 
however, they ofien form too low an éstimate. 
They insist much at present upon the differ- 
ence between divinity and religion, as if it had 
not been long known, but so that both are closely 
connected, and that, the first is the practical 
knowledge of the last. Be that as it may, here 
the question turns upon true aud undefiled reli- 
gion, v 

To worship Christ in the most reverent-man- 
ner, is every where recommended, ‘ That all 
men should honor the Son, even as they honor 
the Father.” John v: 23. 

In scripture language, the name of God signi- 
fies that excellency, that dignity, and that high 
authority, which distinguish him, which are pe- 
culiar to him. Works, performed in the obedient 
acknowledgement of which, are saidto be done 
“in God’s name.” Micha. i iv: DO; yea Ser 
xliv: 16. With respect to religion, none must 
undertake amy thing “in his own name.” 
John v: 43, Actsiv: 7. 1 Cor. i: 15. But what 
means it then? That “ to Christ is given a 
name, which-is above every name; that at his 
name, every knee should bow, of things which 
are in heaven, and on earth. and under the 
earth, and every tongue confess, that Jesus 
Christ is Lorv!?” Phil. ii: 9,11. ‘ Inhis name 
we are baptized: and in it repentance and remis- 
sion of sing are preached.”? Matt. xxviii: 19. 
Luke xxiv: 47. ‘ For his name’s sake, suffer- 


- Ing and martyrdom are’borne. Acts v: 41.; ix: 
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16.; xxi: 13. “ Yea,in his name only we are sav- 
ed.” Actsiv: 12. For the name of Christ, sig- 
nifies not only his supreme authority over men, 
but als his acknowledged dignity with his Fath- 
er. ‘He gives whatsoever we ask in the name 
of Jesus.” John xvi: 23. Inthe name of Jesus 
he pronounces the sentence of absolution, and 
sendeth the Holy Ghost. 1 Cor. vi: 11. John 
xiv: 26. 
When, therefore, it isthe Father’s command- 
ment, that we believe inthe name of his Son 
Jesus Christ; 1 John iii: 23. this implies much 
more than to acknowledge the truth of his doc- 
trine, even as of other prophets. It signifies, 
so to believe in Jesus, as in God. John xiv: 1. 


So to believe in him, that threreupon the invo- — 


cation of his name may be founded, and salva- 
tion follow. Rom.x: 12,14. ‘ Cursed indeed, 
is the man who trusteth in man, and thus de- 
parteth from the Lord.” Jer. xvu: 5,7. But 
Christ occurs at every turn, as the object of 


assured confidence; “‘of a hope which shall: 


never make ashamed:” Rom. x: 11.; 1 Cor. 
ey foie Thess. i:O5'1 Timtisdl STimsiyes. 
as also of our greatest joy, ‘‘nay, a joy un- 
speakable and fullof glory.” 1 Pet. i: 8, 


Christ must be loved above father, mother, ° 


and children; Mat. x: 37. ‘ yea, above our own 

life.’ Mat. x:39.; xxiv: 9 —13. Luke xiv: 26. 

It is given, “ not only to believe in him, but also 

to suffer for his sake.” Phil. i. 29. Let men 
ao 
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tell us freely, to what kind of object does en- 
lightened reason allow such honor. 
To call upon the Lord Jesus is an indispensa- 
ble duty, and thus he is the impregnable refuge 
of his people in all their difficulties.’ 2 Cor. 
xii: 8. Acts vii: 59., The Christians were dis- 
tinguished from Heathens and Jews by this, 
“that in all places, they called upon the name 
of the rae Jesus Christ, Acts ix: 14,.2i. 1 
Cor. i: 2. Wherefore, this invocation was also 
prescribed to Paul when converted. Act xxii: 
16. Jesus allowed himself to be /Vorshipped, and 
answered such honor with approbation. Mat. 
xv: 25. John ix: 38. Uneauivocally, and every 
where the salvation of the chureb, which can be 
procured by no creature, is requested from Je- 
ss. Rom, xvi: 24, and elsewhere. We cannot 
therefore err, i! we also honor the Saviour with 
adoration. And many of the Socinian persuasion 
acknowledge this.— But how then can they de- 
cline to confess his Godhead? . Invocation in- 
deed, invoking the name, calling upon it in neces- 
sity, with confidence and adoration, are ac- 
knowledged i la scripture, as only lawful when 
addressed to the Most Hiyh. All reason con- 
firms this, because that reverence. presupposes 
in the object reverenced, the majesty, the om- 
niscience, the geodness, ail the all- -sufficiency, 
peculiar to the Supreme Being. Hlath not Je- 
sus himself said, “ Thou shalt worship the Lord 
Bu God, and ain only shalt thou serve?’ Mat. 
: 10. The apostles absolutely rejected such 
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honor, because they were men. Acts x: 25, 26.; 
xiv: 13—15, Yea, the angels rejected it. Rev. 
xxii: 8, 9. Christ therefore,. who indeed isa 
man, hath at the same time an existence, a na- 
ture, which is above men, above angels, and 
truly divine. 

To God alone it belongs, to be the end of all 
things, and to receive from them ardent and 
eternal praises. Rom. xi: 36. But Christ also 
‘is the First and the Last, the begginning and 
end.” Rev.i: 11, “All things were created 
by him, and for him, Col.i: 16. To him be- 
lievers live and die: Rom. xvi: 7, 8. that in 
both he may be magnified. Phil. i: 20. Their 
being made perfect by God, is that the name of 
the Lord Jesus Christ may be glorified in them. 
2 Thess.i: 11, 12. All which expressions, 
particularly those of magnifying, of glorifying 
the name, are, according to scripture style, used 
only concerning the honoring of Ged. As 
often the lofty song has been addressed to God, 
so also to Christ; ‘‘ to whom be glory for ever, 
Amen. Heb, xiii: 21. also Rom. ix: 5, 1 Pet. 
iv: 11. To him pe glory, both now and to the 
days of eteraity.” 2 Pet. iii: 18. Tohimthis 
song is ascribed in the highest possible strains 
of adoration : ““ Worthy is the Lamb that was 
slain, to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, 
and strength, and honor, and thanksgiving. ve 
Rev. v: 8—14, compare i: 6.3 vil: 9—12. 

*On Rom. ix: 5, it has been objected, that the doxolo- 
sy» or acclamation of vee glory, is every” pee 
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Let us not omit to observe upon the whole of 
what has been said, that all this honor Is so 
plainly attributed to Christ in the word of God, 
and we are so commanded to ascribe it to him, 
and yet no where are limits set to it, or a cau- 
tion given, that we do not too highly value our 
Redeemer. Quite otherwise are we taught re- 
specting the grandees of the world, without in- 
fringing the honor due to them. Yea, we are 
warned against worshipping angels.— On the 
contrary, the deniaf of Christ is called blasphe- 
my; Acts xxvi: 11. 1 Tim. i: 13. therefore, to — 
take the word 82a6g7uca in its most usual sense, 
it is a blaspheming of God. 

If now we consider all that has been said 
concerning Christ’s divine names, attributes, 
works, and worship, each of which in particu- 
lar exalts him above all finite beings: how in- 
vincibly do these proofs support one another! 
How can the scripture be God’s word, and yet 
Christ a mere creature? How emphatically 
does the Holy Ghost teach us concerning this, 
when, in some chapters of the New Testament, 
several, or all of these kinds of proof are join- 


attributed to the Father, and therefore, must not in one 
Single instance be understood of Christ. Such things are 
also repeated upon Heb. xii: 21. 1 Pet. iv: 11. But the 
argument rests not on one passage. And if 2. Tim. iv: 
‘18, and Jude, verse 25, which some plead, are less deci- 
sive, all doubt vanishes as to 2 Pet. iii: 18. Rev. i: 6.and 


Vv. 8—14; unless men mean to refuse to both these books, 


not only all canonical authority, but also very absurdly, 
al] use in coniparing and explaining scripture. 
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ed, and heaped up together! See and reade 


with love of the trath, John i: Col. i. Heb. i: 

Divines generally comprehend the proofs 
of’ the Saviour’s Godhead under the four 
classes already mentioned, which are too clear 
and cogent to be abandonded by us, We choose, 
however, to take a more extensive range, to 
contemplate the dignity of his person in several 
points of view, and to delineate some of its 
leading features. 


CHAPTER IX. 


Christ though Innocent, Condemned. 


All Christians acknowledge, and therefore it 
needs no proof, that the Redeemer, though 
perfectly innocent, was sentenced by the Jew- 
ish council and Pilate to be crucified.. But 
then, there must have been as little ground to 
accuse him of blasphemy as of sedition. Blas- 
phemy was imputed to him, because he asserted 
things concerning himself, which surpass all that 
is human, and no religious magistrate might 
hear them from any man’s mouth, without in- 
flicting punishment upon him. John x: 33. 
Matt. xxvi: 65. If Jesus therefore. suffered 
innocently, either he ascribed nothing above hu- 
man greatness to himself or he claimed some- 
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thing higher according to truth, and the Jews 
were obliged, and we with them are bound, to 
acknowledge his divine perfection, upon the 
evidences thereof openly adduced by him. We 
cannot maintain the first. | 

As the highest reverence from all creatures 
belongs to the Supreme being alone, so it be- 
comes him only to propound such sublime things 
concerning himself, as are the proper foundation 
of that reverence. Isaiah x]: 25, 26.3 xlv : 22. 


Jer. v: 22, &c. But Christ, however faithfully 


‘seeking his Father’s honor, and never his own 
in opposition to it, John v: 31.; vil: 18.; viii: 
50. often ascribed to himself the highest dignity. 
What mere creature might ever say, “J am 
the way, the truth, and the life: I am the res- 
-urrection, and the life; I give unto my sheep 
eternal life; I am the true vine; without me 
ye can do nothing; all things are delivered un- 
to me; John xiv: 6.; xi: 25.5; x: 28.5; xv: 1—5 
Mat. xi: 27. Did he not intend his own honor, 
when he said concerning Lazarus, “ this sick- 
ness is not unto death, but to the glory of God; 
that the Son of God might be glorified thereby?’ 
John xi: 4. “When he promised eternal life to 
those, who for his name’s sake give up with the 
nearest relations, yea, with all things ? Mat. xix: 
29. when le allowed himself to be worshipped; 
and approved that men should call him the Son 
of God, the king of Israel? John i: 50, 52. 
-when he would have forgiveness of sins preach- 
ed in his name, and his name joined with that 
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of God the Father, in the ordinance of baptism ? 
Luke xxiv: 47. Mat. xxviii: 19. Compare 1 
Cor. i: 15. Such things he spake to his dis- 
ciples.--How can this be reconciled with the 
most excellent example of humility? How dare 
we rank ourselves amongst the followers of such 
a Master, if we do not distinguish a twofold 
nature in him, one finite, another infinite. 
No less openly did he exalt himself in. the 
hearing of the people, and also in ‘that of the 
scribes, and the chief of the Jews. Whilst he 
by no means flattered them, | or their strain of 
doctrine; but by strong and designed thrusts 
_at their ‘prejudices, respecting th e doctrine ey 
morality,- traditions, and customs, rou. eir. 
_attention, and wounded their pride, he also fai 7 
gave sins, and often spake of himself, as more 
excellent than men of the highest eminence and 
reputation; above the prophets, above Solomon, 
above David, above the temple; as God’s own 
and only Son; as equal to the Father in power 
and authority, yea, one with the Father; as the 
fountain of light and everlasting life. Mark ii: 
5. Mat. xii: 6,8. 41, 42. John x: 34—36.; v; 
17—-39.; xii: 12, 51—59. John ix: 5.5 x: 
24-30. He who came to bear witness to the 
truth, John xviii: 37. by no means denied the con- 
sequence which they drew from thence, that he 
testified concerning himself; that he made him- 
self equal to God; that he made himself even 
’ God; John viii:.13.3.v: 18.; x2 33. Mark ii: 
_ 6, 7.; but he defended it by the prophetic word, 
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and the miracles which he wrought. John 5: 39- 
46.; Mar. ii: 8-12. John v: 36; x: 37, 38; xv: 24. 

When the Jews through unbelief, continued 
to set themselves in opposition to him, he paved 
the way for his intended and predicted suffering, 
by his public (but unarmed) journey to Jerusa- 
lem, ‘by permitting the acclamations of the 
multitude, which he formerly avoided; by con- 
demning and rebuking the elders; and by other 
acts of ‘authority, which gave rise to the ques-. 
tion, ‘By what authority doest thou these 
things Y? And what further information gave 
he on that head? ‘This, that he was the Son, 
and therefore the hereditary Lord of the vine- 
yard of the Jewish nation, in which they were 
only faithless laborers; that he was the corner 
stone of the church, which would crush them to 
pieces as foolish builders; a thing which they all 
well understood to be spoken against them. 
Mat. xxi. xxiii. Luke xix: 85.; xx: 19.— 
When they had taken him prisoner, and exam- 
ined him, when they brought him to an oath 
(hugely indecent, as he was accused of blas- 
phemy) he declared himself to be the Ch: vist, 
that is, as he had shewn not long before, Da- 
vid’s Son, and David’s Lord; that he was the 
Son of God, who should come on the clouds of 
heaven to execute vengeance. Mat. xxii: 43-- 
46. xxvi: 63,64. What was his good confes- 
sion before Pilate? This, that he was a King, 
but of a higher authority than Ceesar; the King 
of another world. John xviii. 36, 37, 
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Must we not conclude, that either the Jews 
had good reason. to declare him guilty of blas- 
phemy; that.they hada law, according to which 
he behoved to die, because he had made him- 
self the Son of God; John xix: 7.-or that Je- 
sus is not a mere human creature ?—It is said, 
and not without reason, either Jesus is more 
than a created teacher, or the doctrine of Ma- 
homet, and other arrogant ringleaders of sects, 
was more humble and more judicious than his, If 
Jesus was only a human teacher, then he was 
such a man, such a teacher, as no good man 
would choose to be. 


CHAPTER X. 
Christ the Author of ous Salvation. 


The lofty andthe godlike name of the De- 
liverer, the Redeemer, and Saviour of the 
world, was by heaven’s commandment given as 
-a proper name.to the Son of Mary, with a dec- 
laration, that he should indeed “ save his people 
from their sins... Luke i: 31. Matt. i: 21. 
“He delivereth from the wrath. to come.” 1 
Thes. i: 10. -‘‘ Christ is.the Saviour of the 
world.” John iv: 42. ‘“* This is a faithful say- 
ing and worthy of all acceptalieaiaa Jesus 
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Christ came into the world to save° sinners.”’ 
1 Tim. i: 15. ‘The Father sent his Son to be 
the Saviour of the world.”? 1 John iv: 14. 
‘¢ He is become the author of eternal salvation.”’ 
Heb. v: 9. “This is-the testimony of God 
concerning his Son, that God hath given us 
eternal-life; and this life is in his Son.”? ~1 John 
v: 9-11. ‘** Thisis the stone which is become 
the head of the corner; and salvationisin none 
other: for there is no other name under heaven 
given among men, whereby we must be saved.”’ 
Acts iv: 11, 12. 

Now, thou to whom it is a serious matter to 
be saved from temporal and eternal misery, 
which is the consequence of the fall, and to 
recover the friendship of their Creator, with un- 
interrupted glory, mayest thou seek these things 
in, expect them from, and with endless thanks- 
giving ascribe themto,a mere creature? Must 
not all the ends of the earth, in order to be 
saved, look unto him who can say, ‘‘ 1 am God, 
and there is none else?” Isaiah xly: 22, 

Many, however, think they can evade this 


proof, and place the saving work of Jesus pre- 


cisely in this, that he came to teach the grounds 
of natural and unchangeable religion, the chief 
heads of the doctrine of pure morality, the 
way to please God, and to enjoy his everlasting 
favor; and besides, by miracles and a volunta- 
ry death confirmed his divine mission, since 
reasoning and wisdom alone could not conquer 
the erroneous notions of the Jews and Hea- 
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thens.* Nay, Paul, say they, -testifies, that it 
is “by the gospel, that Christ brought life. and 
immortality ‘to light. .2. Tim. 1: 10. Let us 
attentively consider this. ‘ 

As this opinion does not at all come up to 
the sense of the passages quoted, neither is it 
recommended by literary merit. The Greek 
name 6wt7@, Soler, (commonly translated Say- 
iour, otherways Preserver, Deliverer, Redeem- 
er) under which the gospel openly and every 
where announced the Lord Christ, was well 
known to the neighboring nations at that time. 
It was applied, not to philosophers or teachers, 
but to heroic and renowned princes; and was 
one of the greatest and most lofty surnames, 
with which they were honored by their subjects, 
out of gratitude for some mighty deliverance, 
or from flattery, and which was imprinted upon 
coins, or monumental stones. ‘The Greek in- 
terpreters, in their translation of the books of 
the Old Testament, express by it the Hebrew 
yrwypy, and other words of the same root, from 
whence also comes the name Jesus; and they 
generally apply that name to God, sometimes 


* And how: much would it derogate from the dignity 
of the teaching office, if Jesus, that faithful witness, that 
great and long desired prophet, consecrated by heaven, 
strengthened with the power of miracles against obstinacy 
and opposition, had, (as men are pleased: to tell us) in 
order that his doctrine might be understood and believed, 
flattered the errors of a blinded nation, nourished many 
of them, and died in consequence of a doctrine so artful 
and partly false. 
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also to magnanimous and successful deliverers, 
raised up of God to the people. .The heavenly 
annunciations of our Saviour confirm this. 
Gabriel commanding Mary to call her son Jesus, 
declares the import of this name, in describing 
him by his transcendant greatness, and his 
reigning for ever on the throne’ of David. 
Luke i: 31, 33. To the shepherds great joy 
was proclaimed, because ‘in the city of David 
was born the Soter, to wit, the annointed, the 
Lord.” » Luke ii: 10, 11. | Therefore, the 
name of Jesus, Soter, Saviour, points him out. 
to us, not only as a learned teacher, but also as 
the victorious and mighty author of our true 
and eternal salvation. 

In the Lord Christ, we honor our highest and 
most necessary teacher, mighty in words and in 
deeds; and we rejoice in the eminent aid 
brought to human reason by the gospel, as by 
it, and not by our own superior sagacity, even 
our natural religion and moral. philosophy far 


excel. those of the most celebrated Heathens. 


But, when Paul in the passage objected, says,. 
that Christ “ hath brought life and immortality 
io light through the gospel,” he affirms in the 


clause immediately preceding, “that the Saviour 


Jesus Christ hath abolished death... This signi- 


fies something more. To give life, is more than 
to preach it ; and this the Saviour attributes to 
himself. John x: 28. , 
The gospel informs us every where, that not 
the discourses of Jesus only, much less the doc- 


tal 
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irine of natural religion; but that Jesus himself, 
that is, his most precious person, with all his 
performances and sufferings, are the ground of 
our salvation.  ‘‘ Another foundation can no 
man lay, than that which is laid, which is Jesus 
Christ.” 1 Cor. iii: 11. Should we_by this 
foundation understand a fundamental doctrine, 
still however, it signifies a doctrine concerning 
Jesus Christ. He himself is our life.” Col. 
iii: 4. “To know him is eternal life;’? John 
xvii: 3. ‘* He himself is the bread of life ;”’ 
that is, his person, his flesh and blood, which 
he should give for the life of the world. ‘ He 
who hath the Son, hath life. He-who hath not 
the Son of God, hath not life.2? John vi: 1-56. 
1 John v: 12. The Only Begotton of the 
Father hath a fulness, out of which we have all 
received, even iS for grace.” John i: 14, 
BG) 17s 
This appears also nen what Jesus actually 
taught. His discourses and his preaching re- 
ferred not always, or only, tothe contemplation 
of God. and to the practical points of religion, 
but often to his own person, what he was, from 
whence he came, what he could and would do 
for the salvation of men. Let us attend to his 
large and particular discourses with Nicodemus, 
John iii: with the woman of Samaria, John iv: 
with the Jews, John v: the multitude, John vi: 
vii: x: andhisown followers. John xv: &e. 
- This is also clearly confirmed by the: preach- 
ing of the apostles, which certainly contained 
5* 


54 DIVINITY OF CHRIST. 


the knowledge of the truth, which is according 

to godliness, in the hope of eternal life. Tit. 

i: 1,2. But this also is-particularly called the 

preaching of Jesus Christ; that is, not only of 
his doctrine, but of himself; that which must be 

-known concerning his person, sufferings, resur- 

rection, and saving operations. ‘They ‘* preach-. 
ed Jesus Christ the Son of God.” 2 Cor. i: 

19. They preached “‘ Christ crucified.”” 1 Cor. 
i: 23. And truly their ministration was a bear- 

ing witness to his resurrection ; Acts i: 22, so 

that if he was not risen, then their preaching 

was vain, and vain the faith given to them; then 

Christians were still in their sins, and those who 

had died in Christ were lost. 1 Cor. xv. 16— 
18. The apostles preached salvation to those 

who confessed Christ, and helieved with the 

heart “that God raised him from the dead.” 

Rom. x: 9. iv. 24, 25. By the gospel they 

preached ‘the unsearchable riches of Christ.’ 
Eph. iii. 8. 

‘Thus the riches, the saving fulness of Christ, 
is not the gospel or the doctrine itself, but the 
subject and contents of that doctrine. The gos- 
pelis written, and the preaching thereof appoint- 
ed, tomake known Christ’s rich and unsearch- 
able sufficiency for poor sinners, which, without 
that gospel, was never to be known. ‘This is - 
historically certain from the Acts of the Apostles, 
and the narrative oftheir discourses. Wherever 
they came first to preach the gospel to the Jews, 
(among whom they might suppose the confes- 
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sion of the true God, of creation, of Providence, 


&c.) they immediately” declared, that God had | 
now sent his Son, according to. the word of pro- 


phecy.; that, though innovent, he was crucified, 
that he was buried, but that he had also risen, 
and that in him the forgiveness of all aod was to 
be obtained. — 

This deserves to be seriously feu and con- 
sidered. Acts ii: 22-—89, iii: 12--96, iv:.8—-12. 
v: 27--32. xiii: 1441, xxvi: 23. In the same 
manner without. delay, they commenced their 
work among the Heathen. For the sum and 
substance of the gospel of salvation, preached 
to the Corinthians (consisting of Jews and Gen- 
tiles) Paul places in this, that he had “ deliver- 
ed to them first of all, that which he had also 
received, that Christ died for our sins, according 
to the scriptures, and that he was buried, and 
that he rose again the third day, according to 
the scriptures.” 1 Cor. xv: 14. Comp. it i, 
2. ‘The preperation of heavenly visions paved 
the way for an interview between Peter and 
Cornelius, that this centurion might hear the 
word of salvation. Acts x: 1--24, And to 


what did they refer? To the natural principles. 


of religion, and that it must be exercised by 
worshipping God, and showing love to our 
neighbor? No. Cornelius knew these things, 
and exhibited an excellent example in practising 
them. What then did the apostle preach to 
him? Peace through Jesus Christ ; and so 
indeed, that he was Lord of all; that having 
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gone through the land doing good, he was hang- 
ed on a tree, but raised again; that God had 
commanded the apostles to preach him as the 
judge of the living and the dead ; and that to 
him gave all the prophets witness, that whoso- 
ever believeth in him should receive remission 
of sins through hisname. Acts x:.36--43, 
Besides, if the work of redemption be confin- 
ed to the ministry of Jesus, how is he the only 
Saviour? And how is salvation in none other ? 
Acts iv: 12. He preached only among the 
Jews, only in Palestine, for certain reasons often 
in a parabolical manner, frequently with doubt- 
ful success, only by word of mouth, mostly with- 
out the cities, and no longer than full three 
years.* On_ the contrary, the apostles spent 
many years, that, in the clearest manner, every 
where among Jews and Gentiles, by word and | 
writing, they might set doctrines and moral du- 
ties in a proper light ; and in every place they 
triumphed. 2 Cor. ii. 14. Are they therefore 
also the Saviours of the world? By no means. 
“There is one Mediator, between God and men, 
the man Christ Jesus.,’ 1Tim. ii: 5, Say some, 
they had received that doctrine from him, and 
were sent by him. This had no place in Paul ; 
at least not in Apollos, Timotheus, and others, 
whosemission after his ascension, as also the chief 
illumination and confirmation of the first apos- 


* One of our famous opponents revives an old and de- 
serted tenet, that our Saviour’s public ministry continued 
but one year. ; 
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tles by the miracles at Pentecost, are not to be 
ascribed to Christ, if his divine influence and 
government upon earth be not acknowledged. 

Will also those modern divines who differ 
from us, no longer have Jesus for their Saviour, 
now. that his preaching ainong men is at an end? 
Do they account that physician unnecessary 
as to them, now that by the refinements of their 
reason they have healed themselves? Do they 
now know by their philosophy to come to the 
Father, otherways than by him? Matt. ix: 12. 
John xiv: 6. Does he not still “save to the 
uttermost, all who came unto God by him?’ 
Heb. vii: 25. Is there not still salvation, with 
eternal glory, in Jesus Christ? 2 Tim. ii: 10. 
Is it not Jesus, who still ‘‘ delivers us from the 
wrath to come ?”? 1-Thes. i: 10. Do not there- 
fore true Christians who have not-seen him, still 
love him, so- that “though they see him not, 
yet believing in him they rejoice witha joy un- 
speakabie and full of glory?” 1 Pet. 1:8. Does 
he not abide “with us always even unto the: 
end of the world 2”? Matt,xxviii: 20. Is not the. 
Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ, still expected 
from. heaven, who shall change our abased 
body ? Phil. iii. 20, 21. 

We conclude, that the Lord Jesus is by his 
doctrine, and especially by his exalted power, 
and the value and efficacy of what he did and 
suffered, the foundation and the cause of the 
sinner’s everlasting salvation.; that he, therefore, 
is the true God, and eternal life. This will 
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still be more abundantly confirmed by ‘the argu- % 
ments which immediately follow. 


CHAPTER XI. 
‘Christ the Propitiation for our sins. 


The judicious, whether Trinitarians or Unita- 
rians, have always acknowledged an intimate - 
connexion between the doctrine of Christ’s 
true Godhead, and that of his satisfaction for 
sins ; as both must be at once confessed, or de- | 
nied. If he by his sufferings could satisfy the 
avenging justice of God for the sins of all be- 
lievers, then he behoved to be more than any 
creature. Ifon the contrary, such a thing was 
not necessary, then no other end could be so 
important, that for it God should empty himself, 
and ‘ assuming the form of a servant, become 
obedient to the death of the cross.” 

- But the truth of Christ’s satisfaction is con- 
firmed in the word of God by so many testimo- 
nies, and these of the clearest kind, that those 
of another opinion, find themselves under a ne- 
cessity to give every. where to these passages 
an arbitrary. sense, so feeble, improper and far- 
fetched, that by such a strain of interpretation, 
people are in danger of turning from all the 
doctrines of the Bible and of pronouncing it the 
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most uncertain of all doctrinal books, and the 
most ready to mislead. On this subject much 
has been written. We shall only observe the 
following things as suitable to our purpose. 

In the course of Christ’s prophetic teaching 
upon earth, we find evident proofs, that he had 
appeared not only for that end, but chiefly for a 
very different purpose, namely, to suffer and to 
die ; that being a saving work, and of the ut- 
most necessity. He declared that he came to 
minister, and to give his life a ransom for many. 
Matt. xx: 28. More than once he informed his 
disciples, that by a bitter and a most humbling 
kind of suffering, which hung over his head, 
that which was written concerning him, behoved 
to be accomplished. Matt. xvi: 21. Luke xviii. 
BAe? OA, 

_ His circumstances and manner of acting were 
wholly directed to that end. The joyful sol- 
emnizing of his birth, by a retinue of spirits im- 
mortal and enthroned, was heard by good wit- 
nesses indeed, but of low degree, and few in 
number, and with some-express testimonies on* 
earth, Matt. ii: 2. Luke ii: 25—38, during his 
quiet education in a remote and contemptible 
town, were almost gone out of mind. His hea- 
venly consecration was shown to John only ; his 
glorification on the mount, only to three of his 
followers, of which ne forbade them to speak till 
after his resurrection, or to make him known 
every where.as Christ. Matt. xvii: 9. xvi: 20. 
Several times he commanded not to propagate 
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the cures he had wrought. Matt. viii. 4. 
30. xii: 16. Often his preaching was sD | 


_and figurative, Matt. xiii: 1O—17, more adapted — 


to inflame the great against him, than to unite 
the many in his favor. Yet his greatness 
could not be wholly unknown, and when men 
aout’ have exalted him, he shunned it: John 

: 14, 15. 

ce all these things, the judgment and the 
confidence of the people concerning hir , was 
much more vague and unstable, than even c 
cerning his aes forerunoer. Matt. Xxit 26. 
John v: 35. In one word, his ministry was so 
conducted as might best serve, not to prevent, 
but to pave the way for his farther suffering and 
death, Luke xiii: 31--33, while the clearer and. 
the more extensive spread of his doctrine, and 
thereby at the same time, the publication of his 
death and his glory, behoved to be the work of 


the apostles in his name. Actsi: 8. — 


That Christ suffered and died for the good of 
his-church, is without controversy ; so also did 
the apostles, - But was any of them crucified for 
us, as was Christ? To say this, would in sabe 
judgment be the utmost absurdity. 1 Cor. i 
15. What then hath the Saviour done, hia 
no other did? “‘ He was delivered for our 
offences. Rom. iv: 25, ‘ He suffered for our 
sin, the just tor the unjust, that he might bring 
us to God. 1 Peter iti: 18: He “ died for our 
sins.. I Cor. xv:3, ‘The blood of Jesus Christ 
cleanseth us from all sin. 1 Johni: 7. Rev. 
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i: 5. And so indeed, that he delivered us from 
sin, by taking it upon himself. For he who 
neither had nor knew sin, was of God made to 
be sin for us, that we might be the righteous- 
ness of God in him. 2 Cor. v: 21.. He “ bare 
our sins in his own body upon the tree.” 1 Pet. 
ii: 24, “ Behold, said John, the Lamb of God, 
wriiielt taketh away the sin of the world.” John 
i: 29. And how does he take if away? By his 
wees For to say a lamb takes away sin, is 
Pan da: aif fnere be not an allusion to ie 


ite « assover is Bceal for us.” J 
mae «Ve are redeemed by the precious 
Christ, as of a lamb without blemish, 

nd without _ spot. a, 1 Pet, i: 18, 19.,-Rev, y. 
He put himself in our place, fulfilled for us the 
demands of God’s holy law, and for us satisfied 
his inflexible justice. 

Why, pray, of all men, of all the saints, af all 
the most excellent teachers, was Christ only 
free from all moral impurity? As a Prophet, 
this was not absolutely necessary for Lim ; but 
necessary it was that he, being to fulfil the law 
for others, should have no need to satisfy for his 
own sin, 2 Cor. v: 21. ‘God sending his 
Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and that for 
sin, condemned sin in the flesh, that the right- 
eousness of the law might be fulfilled in us.” 
Rom. viii: 3,4. ‘‘ God sent forth his Son made 
under the law, to redeem them who were under 
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the law.” Gal. iv: 4, 5. The Apostle confirms 
this in the clearest manner, giving us at the 
same time, a notable sign of the remarkable 
curse in the death of Christ. It is written, 
“cursed is every one, who continueth not in all 
things which are written in the book of the law, 
to do them. Christ hath redeemed us from the 
curse of the law, being made a curse for us. 
For it is written, ree is every one who hang- 
eth on atree.”’? Gal. ii: 10, 13. 

This important qoatidel 18 inculcated on us in 
many places, under the notions of a purchase, a 
ransom, a propitiation, and a testament ; by which 
the virtue and the efficacy of Christ’s death are 
elucidated. Let it not be objected, that these 
phrases are borrowed fromm other things, and 
therefore to be understood in an improper and 
figurative sense. A figurative sense is not 
however, no sense at.all, or without sense ; but 
serves to make profound subjects more compre- 
hensible to a common understanding. 

1, 4 Purchase. Believers in their soul and 
their body aregsods “because they are bought 
with a price ;” 1 Cor. vi: 29; they are the 
church of the aa God, which he hath pur- 
chased with his own blobd. Acts xx: 28. The 
song unto the Lamb runs, ‘Thou wast slain, 
and. a redeemed us to God by thy blood ;” 
Rev. v: 8, 93; which strongly indicates, that 
their algation 3 is to be ascribed to the merits of 
his bloody death. 

2. A Ransom. In the New Testament, the 
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word delwerance is often used in translating one, 
which properly signifies a redemption, or ransom. 
Thus it is written, “ye were redeemed from 
your, vain conversation, not by corruptible things, 
as silver or gold, but by the precious blood of 
Christ.” 1 Pet. i: 18,19. This redemption is 
explained by the forgiveness of sins.. Eph. i: 
7. Col. i: 14. It is, therefore, his blood and 
death, wherewith he made payment, in order to 
procure our discharge from the debt of sin. He 
came ‘‘ to minister, and to give his life-a ransom 
for many;”’ Avéeor. Mat. xx: 28, and avedauegor. 
1 Tim. ii: 6. 

.3. A propitiation. Sometimes this in the 
Greek is called ¢zozetadday7, (conciliato) that 
is, @ reconciliation. Accordingly, believers are 
now reconciled to God by the death of his Son; 
Rom. v: 10; by his cross ; Eph. ii: 16; by the 
blood of his cross, and in the body of his flesh 
through death. Col. i: 20--22.  “ God was in 
Christ reconciling the world to himself ;?? which 
is farther explained, ‘‘ not imputing their tres- 
passes to them.”? 2 Cor. v: 19—21. But itis 
also called a propttiation, in the translation of 
tAx6noé. (expiatio) used concerning the victims 
which were anciently slain, as a typical propi- 
tiation in place of the guilty. So now Jesus 
Christ the righteous is the propitiation for our 
sins. 1 John ii: 1,2. For God “ sent his Son 
to be a propitiation for our sins.” 1 John iv: 
10. God hath set him forth to be a propitiation 
through faith in his. blood, for a demonstration 
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of his righteousness, by (or rather because of ) 
the forgiveness of sins. Rom. iii. 25. _There- 
fore, “ ‘the Lamb of God hath so taken away the 
sins ‘of the world,” that he took them upon him- 
self, that he bare them, that igh died in the place 
of his people. 

4, A Testament. weeseaing to his last. insti- 
‘tution, the assignation of the everlasting inheri- 
tance, is called “the New Testament in his 
blood, whieh, was shed for many, for the remis- 
sion oF sins.” Matt. xxvi: 28. 1 Cor. xi: 25. 
This signifies to us, not only that Christ had a 
perfect right to the honor of settling the inher- 
itance, not only, that his death as a testater was 
necessary to put his people in possession of it ; 
but, that that inheritance had its foundation pre- 
cisely in the shedding of his blood, in his deep-— 
est humiliation, and his violent death, as there- 
by their sins, which otherwise stood in the way 
of salvation, could be forgiven. If, instead of 
the New Testament, we rather choose to trans- 
late it the Vew Covenant, the allusion will be 
somewhat different, but the matter the same. 
Heb. ix; 15—26. 

This leads us to the epistle to the Hehrews, 
in which all these doctrines are ascertained to 
us at great length, and with invincible argu- 
ments. That epistle was intended to demon- 
strate indeed, the authority of Christ’s instruc- 
tion above all the prophets, and even Moses 
himself; but also, under propositions borrowed 
from the ancient religion, and fitted to the Hes | 
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brews, to reconcile his priestly office with the 
intention ofthe Levitical sacrifices, and to exalt 
it infinitely above Aaron’s priesthood. Christ 
being a High priest of unchangeable power, 
needed not to offer up sacrifices for his own sins, 
but having offered himself up once to God, he 
thereby made reconciliation for sin, made an 
end of it, opened a sure way to heaven, and 
“‘can.save unto the uttermost all who come unto 
the Father by him.” Read the 5th and the 
10th chapters: -Would you, on account of the 
doctrine so full of consolation, suspect this epis- 
tle, and erase it from the volume of holy scrip- 
ture? In it, however, no doctrine occurs, which 
is not also mentioned elsewhere ; and this apos- 
tolic epistle is surpassed by none of the rest, in 
sublimity of matter, in weight of evidence, in 
gloryifying the grace of God in Christ, in strong 
consolation, in encouraging to the spiritual war- 
fare and in the most animating motives to holi- 
ness and perseverance. 

Besides, in the Saviour’s satisfaction only lies 
the reason, why his suffering together with his 
_ resurrection, are every where represented to us 
as the sum and substance of the gospel. No 
other part, of his history and ministration are so 
fully propounded, and that by all the Evangel- 
-ists.. We have already seen, that the Apostles 
preached, not only the. doctrine of evangelic 
morality, but chiefly Christ himself, that is, his 
person, work, and two-fold state. Paul would 
know nothing among the Corinthians, “ but Je- 
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sus Christ and him crucified.” 1 Cor. ii: 2. 
The cross of Christ was that alone in which he 
slorified. Gal. vi: 14. He reduces the knowl- 
Jove of Christ, for the excellency of which he 
counted all things but loss and dung, to the 
knowledge of the power of his resurrection, and 
of the fellowship of his sufferings. Phil. ii: 8-10. 
1 Cor. xv: 3, 4. In that most important con- 
versation on the holy mount, between our Lord 
and two of the celestial inhabitants, the two 
great teachers and reformers under the old dis~ 
pensation, we find no more mentioned, but that 
it turned upon that decease which he should 
accomplish at Jerusalem. Luke ix: 31. In 
the cross, and the other humiliations and suffer- 
ings of the Saviour comprehended under it, the 
love of God towards men, in not sparing his own 
Son; Rom. v: 8. viii. 32. 1 John iv: 10; as 
also his wisdom and power unto salvation, are~ 
displayed in a peculiar and a most conspicuous 
manner. 1 Cor. i: 17—25. ii: 2,8. In the 
cross, is the abulishing of the power and the 
fear of death. Heb. it: 14,15. Deliverance 
from the dominion of sin, Rom. vi: 3. 1 Pet. 
iv: 1, 2, as also the glory to come, are its plea- 
sant fruits. Rev. i: 5, 6. The plain, but most 
consolatory symbols of the grace of Jesus, in 
Baptism, and the Holy supper, point us in like 
manner to his attoning death, with a charge to 
shew wt forth in particular. Rom. vi: 3, 4. Col. 
li: 12. Mat. xxvi: 28. 1 Cor. x: 16, 17. xix 23, 
aA. 
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The medium of our acceptance an 
tion before God, is every where 
said to be faith m Christ : 
xvi: 31: and that indeed 
with warning against the law, ¢ 
our Justification by the works oft 
iv: 1-5. x: 3—11, Gal. i: 16.52 
iii: 8—10. Now if believing in C 
only, to receive and to obey his doctrine con- 
cerning the rational grounds and_daties of reli- 
gion, how then is the doctrine and the right- 
eousness of faith quite another thing than the 
demand and righteousness of the law whether 
we consider the moral law naturally, or as writ- 
ten by Moses? ‘Nay, Moses had also taught 
the capital doctrines of rational religion, God’s 
existence, unity, providence, the duties of man, 
&c. and that the love of God, and of our neigh- 
bor,.is more than all sacrifices, was often in- 
culcated under the old economy, and not un- 
known to the Jews. Mark xu. 32—34. Or 
does the prohibition of seeking righteousness by 
the law, only mean the omitting of the Mosaic 
ries? But in the places quoted, and in others, 
the law cannot possibly be understood in sucha 
limited sense. Besides the righteousness of 
faith, in contradistinction to that of the law, had 
place even under the old dispensation. Rom. 
iv: 1—8. 

Further, these external solemnities could in- 
deed be abolished, but they were instituted by 
God himself, and hence the observing of them 
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did not so militate against a rational religion, 
that it in itself could make a man condemnable. - 
Paul constantly teaches, that the opposition be- 
tween faith and the law, in respect of our seek- 
ing righteousness by them, consists in this, that 
God’s inflexible law condemns all sinners, Jews 
and Gentiles ; that by the works of the law, no 
flesh shall be justified ; that through sin, the 
law is become weak to give life. But that faith 
acknowledges and embraces Christ, as he who 
fulfilled the righteousness of the law, was made 
a curse for us, and set forth to be a propitiation, 
through faith, not only in his doctrine, but in his 
blood, for a demonstration of the righteousness 
of God. Rom. iii: 19--31; viii: 3,4. Gal. iii: 10 
—-13,21, 22. PhilGii: 8,9. - 

And why else was ‘ Christ crucified unto the 
Jews a stumbling-block, and to the Greeks fool- 
ishness?””? 1 Cor. i: 38--25. Surely, not so. 
much on account of the capital truths of rational 
religion taught by him. The Jewish doctors, 
and the best philosophers among the Heathens, 
who had acknowledged them, were honored 
on that account. Nor was it because Christ, 
continuing a worthy and faithful, but an unsuc- 
cessful teacher of his doctrine, was unjustly 
accused, and shamefully. put to death. The 
memory of a condemned Socrates-was not held 
in contempt. The reason was purely this, that 
the Saviour’s suffering was proclaimed as -the 
only ground and cause of our reconciliation and | 


salvation, while the Jews and Heathens thought 
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to be saved by the value of their own virtue ; 
and to them it was exceeding strange, and most 
mortifying to their -pride, that penitently ac- 
knowledging their guilt, they behoved to seek 
life in the deep abasement of a crucified Medi- 
ator, and in his justifying resurrection. Matt. 
xvi: 21--23. John vi: 51--66. © 
All our reasoning thus far makes it evident,- 
that we must not understand the sufferings of 
Christ for sin, merely as if God, being about to 
announce by the gospel, grace and life to the 
nations, would previously manifest his aversion 
to sin, by a striking example of his vengeance ; 
and for that purpose, deliver up an ambassador 
vested with extraordinary privileges, to so much 
sorrow and shame. Surely all preceding ages 
had already exhibited awful instances of God’s 
fearful displeasure with the sins of individuals 
and communities, without deliverance from sin 
being ever ascribed#to them. That a mean 
man among the people, that a teacher wander- 
ing about in poverty, should be shamefully put 
to death by a civil judge, was much less calcu- 
lated to exhibit a signal and extraordinary ex- 
aniple of divine wrath, than the immediate inter- 
position of Providence, which had often, in for- 
mer times inflicted, and still could inflict mirac- 
ulous punishments on the most eminent persons, 
or on whole nations. At any rate, to manifesta 
righteous abhorrence of sin, vengeance behoved 
not to fall upon one perfectly innocent. This 
last would be quite absurd, unless the innocent 
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person, (as holy scripture has already taught us) 
should with God’s approbation, as spontaneously, 
as generously, substitute himself in our place, 
by bearing our sin. Accordingly, sacred scrip- 
ture represents the sufferings of Christ, not only 
as a proof and confirmation, but as the cause of 
our reconciliation. | 
We by no means exclude other advantages 
ascribed by Socinus to the Saviours’s death, 
Beyond all doubt, he thereby confirmed his in- 
' tegrity and the truth of his mission. . But, pray, 
was it ever heard that a false prophet, in the 
sounding of a new society, mentioned his own, 
his certain, his fist approaching, and most offen- 
sive punishment of death, as the intention of his 
ministry, and made it an article of his doctrine ? 
Iu confirmation of his doctrine and mission, Je- 
sus generally appealed to his miracles ; and yet, 
where are the forgiveness ofour sins andatitleto 
vi life ascribed to his miracles, as they often are to _ a 
his bloody death? For what doctrine was Jesus 
condemned ? iat an 


: d? Not for the truths and_ pres 
tions of natural reason ; but because he decl 
i Sak eee : > he 

ed hims , 


“to be higher far than any, human 
prophet. See Chapter IX. - If the 


| . the celestial | 
chorus at his birth, if the Father’s voice at his 
inauguration, if his glory on the mount, had been 
openly perceived by the Jewish council and all 
: the people ; if the lightnings darted forth in 
___ confirmation.of Moses and Elias, had caused 
___ him to be honored ; especially if he had fin- 
' ty ished their prejudices concerning the Messias ; 
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if, with legions of his Father’s angels, Matt. xxvi: 
53, he had destroyed the Roman government, 
broken that yoke, recovering and extending 
David’s mighty kingdom, their infidelity would 
have been conquered, and eagerly would they 
have confided in him. They would have been 
more easily drawn by giving bread, or causing 
manna to rain, than by promising them his flesh 
and blood. John vi: 26—66. 

A steady martyrdom was more necessary to 
the preaching of the apostles, because their 
doctrine in.a great measure referred to and was 
built upon the truth of the all-important events 
of the Saviour’s death and exaltation. In rela- 
tion to which, as they _ could not be deceived, so 
hkewise their sincerity behoved to be put De- 
yond suspicion. me But the Lord Jesus Christ 
had abundance of glorious means to confirm his” 

"7 doctrine, and if nothing” else had been to be 
: - effectuated by it, he behoved not to have under- oe 
i -gonea cursed | death upon the hill of i 


and that under the pretence of a ocedure, — 
% which caused the multitude to it from him, | 
~ Mark xv: 11, his” friends to be offe ies, at him, — 
and gpa followers i in deep. distt ess 


his 5 sulle gaan Saisie of ve a Subitiscion 
to, and confidence in God. But such an ex- 
tremity of shame was not necessary for that | 
purpose ; and his sufferings were accompanied 
with so much perturbation, vehement distress, 
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cries andtears, Matt. xxvi: 37—39. Luke xxii: 
44, Heb. v: 7, that quite other ends were ever 
to be obtained by them ; else he would not have 
exceeded many valiant martyrs. Besides, could 
any apostle, courageously fore-seeing, and al- 
luding to his own martyrdom in confirmation of 
the truth, and for an example to others, be able 


to say, as did Christ, ‘‘whoso eateth my flesh 


and drinketh my blood, hath eternal life; for 
my flesh is meat indeed, and my blood is drink 
indeed, &c.?” 2 Tim. iv: 6. compared with 
John vi: 51—857. 

Do men in spite of the divine testimony, find 
reasons and scruples against a vicarious satis- 
faction, if we are not much mistaken, they are 
easy to solve. But far stronger reasons combat 
the persuasion, that the Holy Supreme Being 
can show himself favorable, or indifferent, to 
the voluntary violation of those laws and moral 
duties from which he himself cannot absolve a 
rational creature ; or to speak in a plain and 
familiar manner, that God can, and also will 
suffer sin to escape with impunity. 

If then, (to conclude in the language of the 
apostle, when enlarging on the glory of Christ) 
the Son of God, by himself purged our sins; 
Heb. i: 3.; how narrowly and how perversely 
would we limit his saving work to his preaching ? 
How inconsistent is it with this, that men, ac- 
cording to the usual phrase among Christians, 
ascribe efficacious meriis to Christ ; but in an 
unusual sense understand them only of his doc- 
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trine and his excellent character? against which 
sentiment, too, much could be. objected. See 
Chapter IX. How evidently then is that con- 
firmed, which we asserted, Chapter X. that 
Christ himself in his person and performances, 
is the cause and the ground of our salvation? 
If the suffering and death of Christ alone have 
merited salvation for the innumerable multitude 
of all them who ever believed in him, or shall 
believe, if his suffering, though short in dura- 
tion, was the satisfactory ransom, to deliver all 
those sinners from the fear of death, and from 
the wrath to come ; then the infinite worth of 
his person and work, must surpass all under- 
standing ; then from that most gracious deliver- 
ance we deduce an important proof of his more. 
than human, his divine excellency. 
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CHAPTER GXTE® gine” 44 
Christ’s Relation to his Chirch3 


As the denial of Christ’s true Godhead, de- 
prives the penitent sinner of the virtue of his 
performances as High Priest, with all the con- 
solations and awakenings of the mind issuing 
thence ; so likewise by the same means, Christ’s 
all-sutficient care, and powerful protection, are 
refused to his church. Was he only ahuman ~ 

4 R 


aie 
uc 


14 DIVINITY OF CHRIST. 


prophet, born in the fulness of time, to teach 
and to confirm his doctrine by his example and 
death? Then having finished these long ago, 
he now enjoys in heaven the reward which was 
set before him, and can in the general intercede 
for the Christian multitude, but contributes 
nothing more to our salvation on earth. This 
militates directly against those high and effica- 
cious relations to the church, which are every 
where in scripture ascribed to him, and which at 
the same time assure us of his supreme perfec- 
tion. 

Not only the Jews, who in the days of his 
flesh believed in him, were his, but also all be- 
lievers gathered from among Jews and Gentiles 
since his ascension, constitute his Church. 
They are all the called of Christ: Rom. i: 6 ; 
they are his elect, from one end of heaven to 
the other. Matt. xxiv: 3. Does this only sig- 
nify, that he by his teaching, short in duration, 
opened a way to found upon earth so extensive 
and so lasting a society? If men will thus ex- 
plain it, let them attend to what follows. Be- 
lievers are all his property, the sheep, of which 
he is the proprietor. John x: 12,14. “ Whe- 
ther they live, they live to the Lord ; whether 
they die, they die to the Lord ; whether, there- 
fore, they live or die, they are the Lord’s.” 
Rom. xiv: 7, 8. ‘Their bodies are the members 
of Christ, and therefore must not be abused. 
1 Cor. vi: 15. They are also his property, 
because they were dear bought by him, for he 
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purchased them with his own. blood. 1 Cor. vi: 
20. Acts xx: 28. Asthey are the temple of the 
living God, who dwelleth in them; 1 Cor. iii. 
16. 2 Cor. vi: 16. Eph. ii: 22 5; so also the Son’s 
own house, as he who hath built. Heb. iii: 3, 6 
and goes onto build it. Matt. xvi: 18. 

This relation is on both sides attended with 
the most important consequences. ‘They serve 
him, and (observe it) not men. 1 Cor. vii: 22, 
23. Eph. vi: 6. Rom. xiv: 18. Serving him, 
and not men, they receive from him the reward 
of the inheritance. Col. iii: 23, 24. On the 
contrary, by sin, particularly by unbelief, they 
are said to tempt Christ ; 1 Cor. x: 9; andthey 
are also chastised of him, that they should not 
be condemned with the world. 1 Cor. xi: 32. 
His active and salutary influence respecting his 
church on earth is every where mentioned ; 
when going away he did not leave them orphans. 
John xiv:8. He receives believers. Rom. xv: 
7%. ‘¢ He is with them to the end of the world. 
Mat. xxviii: 20. He was mighty among the 
Corinthians, 2 Cor. xiii: 3. As God, so also 
Christ shows them grace, or according to our 
Dutch translation, he forgives their sins. Col. 
iii: 13. Compare Eph. iv: 32. He is their life. 
Col. iii:-4. He is the chief leader and finisher 
of their faith. Heb..xi: 2. He comforts and 
strengthens their hearts. 2 Thess. i: 16, 17. 
“They abide in him, andhe in them.” 1 John 
ii:24, From his grace Paul implores all salva- 
tion in their behalf. Gal. vi 18. ‘To every one 


” 
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of them is given grace, according to the measure 
of the gift of Christ. Eph. iv: 7. In one word, 


being reconciled to:God by his death, they are 


‘also saved by his life. Rom. v: 10. He truly 
saves his people. Matt. i: 21. . 

Let us further consider Christ’s saving re- 
lation to his church, under the notions of a king, 
a head, a shepherd, and husband; partly. im- 
proper indeed, yet clear, full of meaning, and 
giving greater emphasis to one another. 

1. That hebehoved to be the king of his 
people, was taught by Gabriel, Luke 1:33. and 
Christ himself. Matt. xxv: 34—40. John xviii: 
36. Let us not understand this in a-slender 
sense of some outward lustre only, or a mere 
honorary name; but ratber in the utmost latitude, 
with allusion to the absolute authority of eastern 
Princes. Truly ‘he is the prince of the kings 
of the earth.” Rev. i: 5. xix: 16. xvii: 14. 
He is the head of all principality and. power. 
-ol. ii: 10. He is Lord over the living and the 
dead. Rom. xiv: 9. The Supreme authority is 


actually exercised in governing his people upon . 


earth, doing them good, defending them against 
all their enemies, and annihilating all con- 
trary power. He shall put down all rule and all 
authority and power. For he must reign as king, 
“till he hath put all his enemies under his feet.” 
1 Cor. xv: 24, 25. Now that he is gone toa 
far country to receive a kingdom, shall the 
modern professors and teachers in Christendom 
hate him, and send after him-saying, “ we will 
not have this man to reign over us??? Luke xix: 


ae 
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12—14.. Why then do they continue with us 
to call him our Lord? Or is that denomination 
now become obsolete? Does it only affect his 
followers upon earth? The ancient churches 
did not so understand it. None can seriously 
plead against all this, that even to believers is 
promised a kingdom, a place upon a throne, 
and to sit in judgment. upon their enemies 
Matt. xxv: 34, Luke xxii: 29. Rev.i: 6. iii: 21 
Matt. xix: 28. We need only inspect such 
passages, in order to understand the immense 
difference between the glory promised to them, 
in communion with, and conformity to, their 
Lord, and that of Christ himself, by and from 
whom they receive it. 

2. Christ is the only Head of the carck 
and they, his body, his members. Col. i: 
24. This signifies not only, that he is sctetee 
above them, but also, that he grants them his 
efficacious influence in respect of activity, 


rovision, government, and safety. Christ is 
9 ? oe 


the head of the church, and he is the Saviour 
of the ody: Eph. v:23. He filleth all in all. 
Eph. 1 iv: 7, Col. iii: 11. The fruit. of 
his glorification: is the edifying of his body, to 
grow up in him who is the head, from whom 
the whole body fitly joined together and com- 
pacted by that which every joint supplieth, 
according to the effectual working in the meas- 
ure of every part, maketh increase of the poy. 
ie iv: 8—16. Col. ii: 19. 

Jesus was not only a Shepherd to his 
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Jewish followers in Palestine, but after his de- 
parture, the scattered in Lesser Asia, who like 
sheep had gone astray, were converted unto 
him; 1 Pet. 11: 25. the church at Ephesus was 
his flock; Acts xx: 28. the whole Christian mul- 
titude, tobe called from among Jews and Gen- 
titles, were to be the one flock of that one shep- 
herd. John x: 16. They could not be so de- 
nominated merely from his doctrine; the pleas- 
ant emblem of a shepherd, intimates a life at- 
tentive to, and occupied in feeding, leading, and 
defending the flock, in promoting their advan- 
tage, and making all suitable provision for 
them. In a scriptural, but a most sublime 
sense, all this is true concerning Christ. He 
himself was to bring the sheep from among the 
Gentitles. John x: 16, “‘ He knows them all: 
John x: 27. He is the shepherd and overseer 
of their souls. 1 Pet. ii: 25. And what does he, 
as their shepherd, procure for them? No less, 
_certainly, than eternal life, John x: 27. the 
crown of glory. 1 Pet. v: 4. 

4. The saving connexion of the church with 
her Saviour, is often illustrated to us by the ten- 
der image of a marriage covenant. He is her 
bridegroom, her husband, never separated from 
her by the distance of heaven, but most inti- 
mately united to her in love, with a view to her 
salvation, security, beauty, and fruitfulness. 
The apostle lays the express and comfortable 
proof of this, as a foundation to recommend the 
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~ mutual duties in?a happy conjugal state. Eph. 
v. 22—33. 
All such relations of the Saviour to his church, 
furnish us with athreefold proof of his true God- 
head. First, to what man, to what teacher, to 
what mere creature or intermediate being be- 
twixt the Deity and us, belongs so much honor, 
so much authority, and subjection founded on 
it, such service and confidence, that the whole 
multitude of the elect of all nations, to the end 
of time, should be his, his subjects, his flock, 
and all with joy, reverence him as their only 
head and prince? Secondly, these mighty 
works of salvation, not fanatically devised, but 
confirmed by God’s word, and under different 
views so highly celebrated there,’ presuppose 
’ Christ’s omniscience, omnipresence, and om- 
nipotence, and grace. ‘Thirdly, all these rela- 
tions to the church of God, are in the New 
Testament ascribed to him, in phrases from, 
and allusions to the Old Testament; but there, 
such relations to God’s people, are ascribed 
exclusively to Jehovah, fand with indications of 
his burning jealousy against all who should dare 
to divide them with any other. Israel was his 
property, the rod of his inheritance. Exodous 
xix: 5. Psalm ecxiv. Jer. x: 16. It was evil in 
his sight, that they asked another king. 1 Sam. 
vili: 7, xii: 12—17. God’s pastoral fidelity 
concerning them is highly célebrated, Psalm 
xxiii. Ezekiel xxxiv. and the profanation of 
the riches of his love, the marriage covenant, 
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is imputed to them as the most shameful ingrat- 


. itude. Ezekiel xvi. Hos, i—iii. Hath, there- 
- fore the Supreme Being now laid aside all that 


grace and favor to his people, or transferred it 
to a mere creature? . . 
Against this proof it may be objected, that 
Christ, after he shall have done away all domin- 
ion, shall deliver up the kingdom to God the 
Father; and when all things shall be subdued 
unto him, then shall the Son also himself be 
subject unto him, ‘‘ who hath put all things un- 
der him, that God may be all in all.”’,1 Cor. 
xv: 24-28, Thus his exalted relation to the 
church seems not to be perpetual, but for a time; 
not underived but delegated; and his subjection, 
to the Father, seems to point out no supreme, 
no divine power. 
But, as to the instability of Messiah’s glory, 
should. then that profound passage teach us, 
that he, having gradually subjected all contrary 
power, and death itself to his jurisdiction, be- 
hoved even thereby to loose all authority ? 
Must his power come to an end, by conquering 
and ascending the summit? No! The same 
apostle testifies ‘‘he is far above all principal- 
ity, and every name, not only in this world, but 
also in that which is to come.” “Eph. i: 21. In 


- the last time especially, his glory. shall be re- 


vealed. 1 Pet.iv: 13) Tit. in @ajgGehensee: 
Then shall he sit upon the throne of his glory, 
and be glorified in his saints. Matt. xxv: 31. 
2 'Thes. i: 7—10. Upon that revelation rests 
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the hope of his people, ‘to see him as he is.” 
1 John ii: 2, 3. Then shall they enter into 
the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Sa- 
viour Jesus Christ. 2 Pet. i: 11. The angel 
has also said, “‘ of his kingdom there shall be 
no end.”? Luke i: 33. As. prior to that period, 
Christ’s kingly majesty, and the delivering up of 
all things to the Son by the Father; Matt. xi: 27. 
John iii: 35. did not at all annihilate the Father’s 
unchangeable highness and everlasting domin- 
ion, por succeed to them; Rev. xi: 15. xii: 10. 
v: 1-—14. so, on the other hand, the delivering 
up of the kingdom. to the Father by Christ, 
cannot hinder, that he having conquered all, 
should sit with his Father upon his throne. 
Rev. iti:21. That mutual delivering therefore, 
can only respect a change in the administration 
and government of that kingdom of grace which 
belongs to the Father andthe Son, the particu- 
lars of which change are not yet fully revealed 
uato us. To be all in all, as God the Father 
shall then be, is a beautiful description of all- 
sufficiency, and far too sublime for any creature, - 
but not for Christ, who is already such in the 
kingdom of grace. Col. iii: 11. And as to the. 
subjection, of which so much is thought, none 
will call it in question, that it must by no means 
be understood in so degrading a sense, as that 
in which Christ immediately before was said to. 
put down all rule and all authority, and to put 
all things under his feet; but ina consistency 
with the Fathers love to him, with his faithful 


4 


82 "DIVINITY OF CHRIST. 


execution of the whole scheme of redemption, 
and with his perfecting the kingdom of heaven. 


By. which therefore, we may understand that | 


solemn account or relation which he will give 
of his mediatorial transactions to the Father; 
and the approbation, ‘Isaiah xlix:’ 6. John vi. 
39, 40. and honor which he shall receive from 
the Father.*—At any rate, to argue from that 
subjection at the consummation of ages, as yet 
so obscure to us, that the Prince of salvation is 
only a mere creature, is quite inconclusive; 
since in respect of his created nature, his sub 
jection will not then commence, but even now, 


* The Father. 1 cordially acquiesce in our author’s 
view of 1 Cor. xv: 24—28. -When the apostle speaks 
of the Son’s subjection to the Father, [ understand it not 
as an intimation of any thing new, which had never ta- 
ken place. before, but as a confirmation of a truth which 


had long been known, viz. 'The Son’s inferiority to the — 


Father in his humanity and office. 'The sense, therefore, 
is shortly this, when the Son shall have arrived at the 
summit of Mediatorial grandeur all enemies being put 
under his feet; yet still as before, he as man and media- 
tor shall be subject unto the Father, ‘* who shall put all 
things under him.’* The passage may be illustrated 
from John vii: 9. | ** When Jesus had said these words 
he abode in Galilee.’? Not that his abode there began 
then, for he was already in Galilee, verse Ist. But that 
having so spoken, he continued there. Accordingly, in 
our version, the word still is very properly. supplied. 
‘* When he had said these words, he abode stz// in Gal- 
ilee.’? Supply the same word, 1 Cor. xv: 28. and the 
matter is clear. “Then shall the Son also himself 
still be subject unto him, who put all things under 
him.’?— Translator. ) 
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and always, and in all things, he is in it neces- 
sarily subject to the Deity. But in the 19th 
Section we shall further consider Christ’s true 
and undoubted subordination to God the Father. 


CHAPTER XIII. — 


Christ’s authority over all the Ambassadors of God. 


It pleased the Supreme goodness of old, in 
order to the holy instruction and salutary direc- 
tion of sinful mankind, to send them divers ser- _ 
vants, and to confirm their mission. ‘Christ 
also is represented to us as the Father’s am- 
bassador and servant, and that in a two-fold 
relation, he being the Apostle and also the High 
priest of our profession. [feb. ili: 1. viii: 1. 2. 
This may excite a suspicion, as if he were only 
a highly dignified creature, even as other am- 
bassadors and servants of God, very far above 
them indeed, but by no means equal to God. 
Those who oppose our sentiments, judge that 


this is expressly confirmed by the Saviour’s — - 


own testimony, ‘‘thisis eternal life, that they 
might know thee, the only true God, and Jesus © 
Christ, whom thou hast sent: John xvii: 3. as 
thereby he distinguishes himself, asthe Father’s 
ambassador, from the only true God. Let us 
deliberately consider this; and what the holy 
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scripture teaches concerning his relation to, 
and dignity above all God’s servants, will direct 
us to the true sense of that sublime passage. 
According to the divine declaration, Moses- 
was highly honored aboye the other prophets; 
Num. xii: 6—8. John the Baptist was superi- 
orto Moses, and all the apostlesto him. Matt. - 
xi: 9—14. But all that difference in gifts, 
privileges, or rank, immediately ceases and 
vanishes away, when they are compared with 
the Lord Jesus Christ. Paul was above Apol- 
los, ‘Tychicus, Epaphras, and others; but it was 
too carnal to regard so small a difference, when 
Christ came under observation. 1 Cor. ii: 1,4,5 
Col. iv.7. | John the forerunner of Jesus, and 
his older kinsman, acknowledged by Herod, and 
all.the people for a prophet, of whom also, and 
with the addition of miracles, it was foretold. 
He shall be great before the Lord. Luke i: 15. 
John I say, could not satisfy himself in boasting 
concerning Christ’s superior excellence. ‘‘ He 
who cometh after me, is preferred before me ; 
for he was before me, whose shoe-latchets I 
,am not worthy to unloose. _I have need to be 
baptized of thee, and comest thou to me?” 
“He must increase, but I [must] decrease. 
~ He who cometh from heaven is above all, &c.”’ 
John i: 27—30. John ii: 30—36. Matt. ii: 14. 
They all with one accord stand under Christ, 
wholly subject and subservient to him.—'They 
are the servanis as of God, 2 Cor. vi: 4, so like- 
wise of Christ. Col. iv: 7—12. 1 Tim, iv: 6. 
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James i: 1. They must serve the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Rom. xvi: 18. ‘‘ Ye shall not be cal- 
Jed masters; for one is your Master, Christ. 
Matt. xxiii: 83--10. Ye call me Master and. 
Lord, and ye do well: forso lam.” John xiii: 
13, They are his soldiers. 2 Tim. ii: 3. . All 
teachers ought to mind such things, lest through 
unfaithfulness, they deny the Lord who bought 
them. 2 Pet. ti: 1. Frans Christ they have 
their mission, their saving message to men, and 
their authority. Every where they are called 
the apostles of Jesus ‘Christ. 2 Pet. ii: 2. Paul 
had received his ministry from the Lord Jesus, 
to testify the gospel of the grace of God. Acts 
xx: 24. The Lord had given him his authority. 
_2 Cor. x: 5-8... He is the door, by which alone 
the shepherds can enter into the sheep-fold. 
John x: 1—9. Let us not conceive of the 
Lord Jesus here, as only a minister of state, by 
whom the ambassadors of the kingdom receive 
their commands, though in the prince’s name. 
Some places, indeed, could be so explained. 
For instance, “‘ Paul an apostle of Jesus Christ, 
by the will of God.” Col..i: 1. Paul had 
received grace and apostleship by Christ. Rom. 
i: 5. But that grace he often ascribes to Christ 
himself. 2 Cor. xii: 9. And in this authority 
the Saviour is represented as having communion 
with his Father. ‘‘ Paul an apostle, called not 
of man, neither by man ; but by Jesus Christ 
and God the Father. Gal. iz 1. 1 Tim. i: 1. 
James a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus 
8 
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Christ.” James i: 1. In the same manner, 
the giving of some apostles, and some prophets, 
and some teachers, &c. is attributed both to 
God. and Christ. 1 Cor. xii: A. 6) 23 anie 
Eph. iv: 11.. Of his reme authority over 
his servants, read also Matt. x: 1--33. Acts 
xxvi: 15—19. Rev. ii: andiii: He is therefore 
emblematically represented as holding the stars 
of the churches in his right hand. Rev. i: 20. 
ii: 1, He is the nobleman, who going into a 
far country to receive ‘a kingdom, and then to 
return, delivered his goods to his servants, and 
said, « occupy till I come.” Luke xix: 12, 13. 
Matt. xxv: 14, and xxiv: 45. Ambassadors 
speak and act in the name of that power which 
sends them. But it is in Christ’s name that 
these ambassadors exercise their embassy. 
“We are ambassadors for Christ, as if God did 
beseech you by us: we pray you a Christ’s be- 
half, be ye reconciled to God.”’ 2 Cor. v: 20. 
In the name of Jesus they ereaan repentance 
and remission of sins; Luke xxiv: 47; they | 
exhort > Act’ ix: 29. -2- Thess. 11: 63 they 
baptize ; Matt. xxviii: 19 ; they administer the 
Lord’s supper. 1 Cor. xi: 23. His faithful 
servant’s are solicitous to shun the least ap-. 
pearance of doing any such thing in their own 
name. 1 Cor. i: 13—15. Miracles were also 
wrought in Christ’s name by the apostles; while 
ey expressly denied ae own power or wor- 
thiness. Acts iii: 12--16; iv: 10; xvi: 18. 

The Godhead of the ‘glotitial Mediator is 
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abundantly evident from this, that he himself 
governs his servants upon earth, and strength- 
ens them for their most important stations. 
Acts xxii: 17—21; xxiii: 11. 1 Thess, iii. 11. 
I will, said he, ive’ ou a mouth and wisdom, 
which all who, se ‘the mselves against you, shall 
not be able to gainsay or resist. Luke xxi: 15. 

Compare Ex. iv: 12—15. If ye shall desire 
any thing in my name, I will do it. John xiv: 

13,14. He sent Paul, and delivered him also 
from the Jews and Gentiles.. Acts xxvi: 16, 

17. -“* My grace is sufficient for thee; for my 
strength is made perfect in weakness.’”? 2 Cor. 
xu: 9. Paul could “do all things through 
Christ, who strengthened him.” Phil. iv: 13. 

The great effects of their ministry, and their 
miracles, were not. certainly to be ascribed to 
their own power, but to a divine;.and to whose 
‘power? They preached every where, and the 
Lord (Christ) wrought with them, and confirm- 
ed the word with signs followi ing. Mark xvi: 

20: - Lydia heard the word preached, and 
the Lord opened her heart.”? Acts xvi: 14. 
John baptized with water; Jesus with the holy 
Ghost. Matt. iii: 11. Peter said, ‘‘ Eneas, 
Jesus Christ maketh thee whole.” Acts ix: 34. 
Would it not have been extravagant, if Eneas, 
revolving in his mind that expression, had re- 
plied thus, ‘¢ No, not Jesus Christ, who is only 
a slorified inhabitant of heaven, but his Father 

maketh me whole, in confrmation,of the doc- 
trine, which Christ formerly published?’ Paul 
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durst not speak of any thing, which Christ had 
not wrought by him, to make the Gentiles obe- 
dient in words and works. Rom. xv: 18, 19. 
The apostles therefore so often implored from 
the grace of Christ a blessing on their ministry, 
and all salvation to the churches. ° Phil. iv: 23. 

Once more, (and, this alone might finish the 
matter) Christ himself is the object, the con- 
tents, and the scope of their conjunct mission 
and doctrine. ‘They preached not themselves, 
nor any human teachers, however high. Mark 
did not preach Peter; nor Timothy, Paul, his 
spiritual father ; but all of them, Christ. And 
what that is, we have already seen, chapter x. 
Their ministry was for his sake, to be his wit- 
nesses unto the uttermost part of the earth. 
Acts i: 8. They behoved to confess him before 
men. Matt.-x: 32. .“ We preach not ourselves, 
but Jesus Christ the Lord; and that we our- 
selves are your servants for Jesus’ sake.” 2 
Cor. iv: 5. - The Saviour says of Paul, “ He is 
a chosen vessel to me, to bear my name before 
the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of 
‘Israel. For I will shew him, how much he 
must suffer for my name’s sake.” Acts ix: 15, 
16. Philip preached the gospel of the kingdom 
of God, and the name of Jesus Christ. . Acts 
villi: 12. They are unfaithful servants, who seek 
their own, and not that which belongs to Christ. 
Phil. ii: 21. On the other hand, their happy 
converts had learned, neither Paul, nor any 
other human teachers, but Christ; and the 
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Ephesians knew the truth, and were light, not 
in the apostle, whom they had heard, but an the 
‘Lord. Eph. iv: 20, 21;.v: 8. Christ there- 
fore differs from all other teachers, just as the 
light, and those who point it out. -John was not 
that light, ‘‘ but he was sent to bear witness 
concerning that light.” John i: 7—9. 

Nor will Christ neglect to support his high 
authority. He will sit in judgment on the minis- 
try of his ‘servants, pronounce sentence, and 
give them their reward.” Tor, after a long time, 
‘the master of these very servants, to whom he 
delivered his goods, and entrusted a variety of 
talents, shall return, and -reckon with them, 
Matt. xxv: 14—30.. Watch, therefore, said he 
to his disciples, praying always, that ye may be 
accounted. worthy to stand before the Son of 
man, Luke xxi: 36. We, therefore, saith 
Paul, ‘‘ knowing the terror of the Lord, per- 
suade men.”’ 2 Cor. v: 10, 11. And else- 
where, ‘ To me it is a very small thing, that I 
should be judged of you or of man’s judgment. 
He who judgeth me is the Lord,” (Christ, ac- 
cording to the coherence) 1 Con iv: 3—5. 
Timothy was exhorted to faithfulness in the fol- 
lowing manner: ‘If we suffer, we shall also. 
reign with him ; (Christ, according to the con- 
~nexion)-if we deny him, he will also deny us; if 
‘we be unfaithful, he abideth faithful, he cannot 
deny himself.” 2 Tiny ii. 12, 13. The apostle, 
having fought the good fight, expected the crown 
of righteousness, which the Lord, tie righteous 
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Judge, would give him at the day of his appear- 
pings .2 Tim..iv:'7, 8. 

“These comparisons of the Lord Jesus Christ 
with, and his relations to, his own and his fa- 
ther’s servants, enlarged on by us in different 
points of view, and confirmed by Jesus and by 
their sayings, again exhibit a ‘proof of such 
powers, operations, honors, and authority, as 
exalt him above all finite beings. 

We rejoice, that, our high thoughts of the 
Lord Jesus have the fullest consent, and 
were the fundamental. persuasion of the same 
faithful servants of God, from whose words 
we derive our knowledge of Christ. Nay, 
it was every where their intention according to 
their power, to exalt Christ above themselves, 
in the humblest manner to revere him as their 
Lord, and to give us the most proper examples 
of all such honors, as those from which in the 
eighth chapter we inferred his eternal Divinity. 
Let us recollect what we have already seen 
concerning John the Baptist. Paul’s life was 
wholly devoted to Christ; Phil.i: 21. Gal. ii: 
20; xx: and did not the ‘brevity of this treatise 
forbid: I should show, almost from every sen- 
tence of his discourses and epistles, how his 
thoughts, his love, his mind, his gratitude, were 
full of his Lord ; if I might proveke to emula- 
tion, those Christian teachers, who, without such 
a temper of mind, would undertake to reduce 
the Christian religion to its ancient simplicity? 

Did not the apostles and apostolic men seek 
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their own salvation in Christ? and expect it from 
him? Did they not call upon him in difficulties 
and distress? Were they not careful to fear 
him, and did-they not impute to him all the effi- 
cacy and success of their work? - They labored 
‘and strove according to his working, which 
wrought in them mightily. Gol. i: 29. Had 
they not parted with all things for him? and 
hazarded their lives for the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ? Acts xv: 26. The prisoner of 
Jesus Christ was an honorary title for the pru- 
* dent, ambassador of the cross.» Eph. iii: 1. 
Philem. i: 9. His. glorying above others was, 
that he, as a servant of Christ, was more abun- 
dant in stripes, in prisons, in’ danger: of death, 
&c. 2 Cor. xi: 23—30. Because the strength 
of Christ was made perfect in his weakness, 
he took a pleasure in infirmities, reproaches, 
necessities, persecutions, distresses, for Christ’s 
sake. 2 Cor. xii: 9, 10. Nothing moved him, | 
neither counted he his life dear to him, that with 
joy he might finish the ministry, which he had 
received of the Lord. Acts xx: 24; xxi: 13. 
Phil. ii: 30. Peter and the apostles being 
scourged, rejoiced that they were counted wor- 
thy to suffer shame for the name of Jesus; and 
ceased not to preach Jesus Christ. Acts v: 
29. 40—42. For whom, then, did these en- 
lightened, these heaven-taught men, hold their 
Lord? oy 

The divine elevation of Christ above the other 
ambassadors of God, diffuses its rays irresistibly 
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counted worthy of so much greater glory than 
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through the very different relations of both to 


the church. Moses and Christ were both faith- 


ful to him who appointed them. Heb. ili: 2. 
But with what a difference! Moses as a servant 
in God’s houses; Christ as the Son, over his 
own house, whose house are we. ‘Verses 5, 6. 
Nay, with such a difference, as there is between 
a part.of the house or household, and the builder 
and proprietor of the house. ‘‘ For Christ is 


Moses, as he who hath built (or founded) the ~ 


we 
oh 


house, hath greater honor than the house. For 
every house is built by some man; but he who 
built all these things is God.” — Verses 3, 4. 
The manner of reasoning in these words is not 
very common, and has undergone different ex- 
plications; but, however we view the passage, 
it contains, in my opinion, from the connexion 
and scope, an acknowledgement of Jesus’ God- 
head ; whether we refer the last words directly 
to him, as if they ran, ‘‘ but he who hath built 
all these things is God,” or thus, “but he who 
hath built ail, whether wn the world or church, is 
God,” so that Christ, the founder of the whole 
house of God, 1s God. ‘The elders and witnesses 
of Jesus’ sufferings, feed also the flock of God, 
yet not as exercising dominion over the Lord’s 
heritage; since ‘‘ Christ is the chief shepherd;” 
1 Peter, v: 2—4. to whom the sheep as _ his 
property belong. John x: 11—16. They feed 
the church of God, which he hath purchased 
with his own blood. Acts xx: 28. John xxi. 
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- 15—17. They are all given by Christ for the 
edifying of his body. Eph. iv: 11, 12.- Their 
labor tendeth to this, that Christ may be formed 
in his people. Gal. iv: 19. Whom they preach, 
warning every man, and teaching every man, in 
all wisdom, that they may present every man 
perfect in Christ Jesus. Col.i: 28. Christ 
alone, and without allowing any partner, is the 


bridegroom, the husband, and lord, ofthe church, ~ 


ee 


ik 
4 


as was already mentioned, chapter twelve. But 1.45 
his illustrious forerunner was no more than the 


bridegroom’s friend, to whom it was only given — 


to rejoice because of the bridegroom. John iii: 
23—31. And all other teachers are subservi- 
ent, zealously to prepare the church for Christ 
her husband., 2 Cor. xi: 2. In one word, in 
relation to the church, the Saviour differs as 
much from them, as he himself does from the 
means which he uses in order to salvation. Is 
Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? 
Were ye baptized in the name of Paul? Who 
then is Paul, and who is Apollos, but ministers, 
by whom ye belieyed; and that, as the Lord 
gave toevery man. 1 Cor. i: 5;.1:,13 
Let us also consider Christ’s divine authority 
over the angels.—His supreme power, and his 
conquests as Redeemer over Satan and his an- 
gels, are mentioned in many places, and at 
great length. Matt. xii: 24—30. Luke x: 17, 
18: Heb. ii: 14. 1 John, iii: 8. He shall also 
be their Judge. Matt. viii: 29. Jude, verse 6. 
, And will many at present hear of no evil angels? 
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Let them think however upon the good; these 
mighty powers, who are sent to execute the 
important schemes of divine counsel. How 
shall we hold Christ for a mere man, if he be 
the Lord of angels? How often were they dis- 
patched to minister to him, even in his humilia- 
tion state on earth! Angels and authorities 
are subject unto him. 1 Peter iii: 22. Phil. - 
ii: 10. They are his angels or messengers, Matt. 
xvi: 27. .xxiv: 31. Rev. 1: 1., and at last.the 
Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven, 
with his mighty angels. 2 Thes. i: 7. - Let 
none imagine, that Christ excels among the an- 
gels in rank only, or in the measure of endow- 
ments as a first created angel. The apostle . 
assigns another reason of his super-excellence, 
to wit, that while God calls his angels his ser- 
vants, to Christ he saith, ‘‘thou art my son;’’ 
and again, ‘‘ thy throne, O God, is for ever and 
éver,”.°;, Heb. i:,.5, 7, 8. And “to whieh of 
the angels said he at any time, sit on my right 
hand.”? Heb. i: 13. These celestial mesgen- 


’ gers, so richly endowed, must acknowledge 


their infinite distance from the glory of God’s 
own Son, by all at once, without distinction of 
rank, paying their adorations to him. Heb. i: 
6. ‘Therefore, they also can have no claim to 
our religious worship; since otherwise we would 
not hold the head. Col. ii: 18,19. Rev. xxii: 9. 

“The difference between Christ and the an-— 
gels, is as great as between the Saviour and the 
ministering spirits, who are employed to minister 
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to the heirs of salvation; Heb. i: 14. ; as great, 
as we have seen betwixt Christ and his apostles. 
Nay, the angels, however high above human 
teachers, lose all that superiority when they 
come to be compared with Christ. An angel 
himself said, ‘‘ 1 am the fellow-servant of thee, 
and of thy brethren who have the testimony of 
Jesus: worship God. For the testimony of Je- 
sus is the spirit of prophesy.”’ Rev. xix: 10. 
Now, when we duly compare all that has been 
said, particularly in this section, with Jesus’ own 
declaration, John xvii: 3., above, it will be evi- 
dent, that his being sent of the Father is by no 
means contrary to his true Godhead; since in 
communion with his Father’s perfections, opera- 
tions, and honor, he is infinitely exalted above 


all the other ambassadors of God. Verily, it ~ 
was the purpose, and the good pleasure of God, 


to follow in the fulness of time a quite other 
course than formerly ; and by an ambassador 
who had a very different, and a far higher rela- 
tion both to the Father and to the church, to 


reveal himself and his grace to mankind in a ~ 


te 


much more illustrious manner, that they might | 


enjoy greater comfort, and be brought under 
stronger obligations. ‘God, in sundry times, 
and in divers manners, having spoken in time 
past to the fathers by the prophets; hath in these 
» last days spoken to-us by the Son.” Heb. 1: 1, 
&e. That great difference was announced from 
the excellent glory, in the hearing of the teach- 
ers of the Old and New Testament. Matt. 
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_ xvii. 5. @ Peter i: 16,17. ‘Last of all he 
- gent his Son, saying, they will reverence 
my Son.” Matt. xxi. 37, Jesus himself, in 
the words objected, points out his dignity, and 
fellowship with the Father, by placing our eter- 
nal life in the knowledge, not only of the Father, 
oe but also of himself; not merely as an instru- 
oe ent honored to instruct, (for that could also be 
; said of the apostles) but as the foundation and 
source of salvation. See Chapt. V. He 
plainly declares this his saving power, when in 
verse 2d, he calls the dignity ascribed to him a 
power over all flesh, not only to show, but to 
Wwe, eternal life to as many as were given him 
of the Father. And in verse 5th, he teaches us 
that his mission pre-supposed his super-eminent 
"glory, which he had with the Father, “even 

before the world was.” 

But, does not Jesus acknowledge, (and on 
this the matter turns) that the Father is 
the only true God,-in opposition to himself as 
his ambassador? When Socinus and his fol- 

‘ lowers drew such a conclusion from this text, 
they must have forgot. the evasion which else- 


where they sought, that the name God in the — 
language of scripture does not refer to God’s 


august and discriminating nature, but is, a de- 


nomination of authority and excellence. The 
ye, , Y 
word God can only have two meanings. Let > 


them choose which of them they please.. Hither 
that name signifies only supreme authority, such 
as they themselves imagine is under the same 
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designation ascribed to Christ; and then they — 
cannot here attribute the only true Godhead to 
the Father, exclusively of the Son, and so the 
objection falls to the ground. Or if here they 
understand the name God, only concerning the 
eternally Supreme being, then Jet them also ac- 
knowledge the proof of Christ’s Godhead, from ~ 
that name being so often emphatically given to eg 
him. We will not avail ourselves of the transla~ 
tion of some, ‘this is eternal life, that they 
might know, thou art the only true God, as also 
Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent.’ We hold 
the usual sense, that the eternal salvation of 
men consists in the right acknowledgment of the 
Father, as the only true God, and of Christ as 
the Saviour sent-by him. But: it remains a solid 
distinction, though long ago observed, that it is 
one assertion, that the Father is the only true 
God, which we also respectfully confess; but 
quite another, that the Father only is the true 
God, which is not in the text. The Saviour’s 
design is to contrast the Father as the only true 
God, with all the gods falsely so called, whose 
service was about to be destroyed by the Gos- 
pel, that God’s name might be one over all 
the earth; but not to place him in opposition to, 
and exclusion of, himself, in whose power also 
was eternal life. Is not God likewise called the 
blessed and only potentate, the ‘‘ King of kings, 
and Lord of lords?” 1 Tim. vi: 15,16. But 
without doubt, this title also belongs to Christ. 
See Chapt. V. In like manner, Paul would 
9 
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know nothing but» Jesus Christ; 1 Cor. ii: 2. 
that is, not 4o the exclusion of the Father, but 
of all created powers, in whom men might in- 
cline to seek their salvation. Add, further, that 
by the self-same apostle John, we find it. also 
written of the Son of God, “ this is the true God.” 
1 John v: 20, compare Johni: 1. See Chapt. 
V. Now that the Saviour in our text gives a 
limited description of himself, in respect of his 
mission by the Father, is natirals seeing as 


_ Mediator, who was upon the point ‘of finishing 


his work upon earth, and thus still in the hum- 
bled state of his manhood, he here desires that 
approbation and glory which the Father had 
promised; while nevertheless, in this sublime 
prayer, he avowedly assumes such things to 
himself, as do not become the mouth of any mere 
creature. 

Bat let us at greater length contemplate the 
words of the angel quoted above, that the testi- 
mony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy, that is, 
of divine revelation, whether of an older, or of 
a later date. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 


Christ the Spuit of Ancient Prophecy. 


Ir Jesus Christ be the mighty Saviour of 
Adam/’s sinful posterity, the chief subject of 
the doctrine of salvation, and before his. coming 
in the flesh had an existence, without begin- 
ning, then certainly he could not be un- 
known to those, who before New Testament 


times, were honored with. divine revelation. 


Christian divines have put this beyond all doubt, 
and with pleasure, have carefully collected the 
exalted testimonies concerning him, from the 
earliest times, gradually increased and illustra- 
ted by the writers of the books of the Old Tes- 
tament. 

On the contrary, those who deny the Godhead 


of Jesus, have thought much more meanly of 


the doctrine of the Old Testament, and imagined 
that little of Christ or the Gospel i is there dis- 
covered. But never was the religion of the 
Patriarchs and of Israel more disparaged than 
by some modern teachers. The prophetie writ- 
ings, say they, are so mangled, that the assist- 
ance of skill in languages and poetry is requi- 
site to regulate and to connect them more pro- 
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perly. The passages which from thence are 
applied to Christ and his redemption, have not 
this aim, but he and his apostles, by making 
an artful use of the attachment of the Jews to 
the prophetic language, and of their prejudices 
concerning a Messiah to come, gave them that 
particular turn. ‘The ceremonial law was only 
a political regulation of deep rooted pasta or 
aa imitation of renowned nations. ‘They rise 
higher still. The patriarchs, say they, were 
simple keepers of cattle, altogether in a state of 
childish ignorance as to invisible objects. The 
first book of Moses is compiled, not only fram 
ancient memoirs, but from pieces of uncertain 
authority, and also from old traditional reports, 
or national songs, and is altogether pookical oe a 


informations respecting mankind, transmit aa no 
historical truth of a definite sense. Some of the | a 
learned moderns entertain the supposition, — > 
that men naturally rude and ignorant, did not 4 
till after a long period of time, attain to the so- 

cial life, came slowly to the use of speech, : 
by degrees and at intervals, they tell, ° 


to repose oh ‘ath diealacha in hima Saal 
could only influence the Israclieae ert 
worship, which were emblematic, and key 

people in constant exercise. The most ‘intel | 
among them, could only hope for greate: 
ness; “but how little, in virtue of that ceconomy, 
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could they think upon a pure rational religion! 
how much less on the mystery of a Divine Re- 
deemer, who should at last appear, to make a 
propitiation for the sins of ancient and of later 
times, &c.!- Whither would such men: bring 
us? Will they, in order to keep us from an ar- 
ticle of faith; important, and elsewhere well con- 
firmed in ‘the most early times, make. us believe 
all the loose positions, and embrace the absurdi- 
ties of Epicurus concerning the origin of soci- 
ety? Is it philosophy, is it according to the 
destination, and for the honor of. rational crea- 
tures, is it-consistent with the wisdom and good- 
ness of God, first to make men rove long around 
in a state-of speechless barbarity, and yet leave 
it to these, almost without the exercise of rea- 
, to invent language of themselves, and then 
1em to live for ages in childish ignorance? 
)much profit and instruction in this, 
1 do their best to lose, with the literal 
Genesis, all the. advantage, by 
cred history is so much renowned 
other, and to extinguish all that 
it throws upon the condition of man, 
rigin ¢ ; good and evil, the commencement 
ations, geography, chronology, and the like? 
hat the knowledge of God and the doctrine of 
1, was gradually revealed unto mankind, 
hat in wisdom, is uncontroverted. But 
the Deity need many ages to bring 
n as far into the sciences, as. we bring our 
children in fifteen or sixteen years? Can we 
g* 
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truly read the highest antiquities, the history of 
the Patriarchs, or the book of Job, without ad- 
“miring the sublime knowledge, the strong faith, 
and the enlightened piety of these friends of 
God? Read only for instance, Job xxxi., Gen. 
xviii, &c., and freely compare therewith, the 


fables of the gods and heroes in Homer, or other 


Heathenish pieces of art, from whence, some 
would reform our. rules of scripture interpreta- 
tion. I write not against such, who in our time 
have maliciously slandered the most, noble 
achievements of Abraham, or other persons of 
piety; but rather turn myself to those, who more 
modestly, and not without esteem for the sacred 
word, differ from us. 

That in the Old Testament, a:saving light, 
and a mighty deliverance, by an illustrious per- 
sonage of the seed of Abraham, Jacob, ind 
David, were foretold, and faithfully expected, 
cannot be denied by such as carefully inquire, 
and has often been evinced. But some predic- 
tions are clear, whilst many other places addu- 
ced for that purpose, are either more dubious, 
or less demonstrable in themselves, and can be 
established only upon the foundation of the for- 
. mer. In the fulness of time, the expectation of 
Messias, the Christ, the Anointed of God by 
way of eminence, was a doctrine known among 
the Jews: Luke ii: 10, 11, 26,38. John i: 42; 
xi: 27. Matt. ii: 4—6.: not invented at Baby- 
lon, or in the schools of the Jews; but a thing 
which they found in the old prophetic writings, 
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Luke i: 67—75. Johni: 46; vii: 42. Yea, 
it was commonly known among the Samaritans, 
who followed neither the Jewish masters, nor the 
later prophets; who also expected in the Mes- 
sias, not a deliverer only from the Roman govy- 
ernment, but one who should explain and estab- 
lish the true religion, and be the Saviour of the 
world. John iv: 25, 29, 42. 

Every doubt, whether Christ was the spirit 
of ancient prophecy, is entirely cut off, by his 
own doctrine and that of his apostles. We deny 
not, that many sayings of the Old Testament are 
applied to quite other things in the new. 
John’s Revelation is full of them. This occa- 
sions inquiry and a difficult judgment concern- 
ing a number of places. Yet Christ and the 
apostles declare in the clearest manner, that 
Moses and the prophets had foretold the Sa- 
viour, and particularly his sufferings and glory. 
Matt. xxvi. 24. Acts ii: 18,26; vii: 52; x: 
ABS" xxv: 22523; xxviii: 23. 1 Pet. i: 10-12. 
The Saviour showed this in various instances; 
_ Matt. xxi: 42.. Luke iv: 17—22; xxiv: 27, 44, 

45.; and also his disciples. Acts 11: 16—365; 
viii: 32—35. On this authority they were not 
afraid to rest the whole of their doctrine and 
cause. Johnv: 39—46. Actsxxvi: 27. Ac- 
cording to their venerable testimonies, Abraham 
saw Christ’s day with joy; John viii: 56.; pro- 
phets, righteous men, and kings, were all ‘ardor 
to see it. Matt. xiii: 16,17. 1 Pet. i: 10. 12. 
Luke x: 24. The atiolent saints, from Abel 
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and downwards, lived and expected, and in dy= 


ing obtained salvation by faith in the promises, 


Heb.z x1. The gospel was. then also preached, 


by’ which some entered into the rest of the peo~ 
ple of God, and others remained without, be- 
cause of unbelief, Heb, iit :,75:avedf, They 
also expressly teach, that David and other pro- 
phets well understood what was suggested to 
them in these prophecies; Acts ii: 30,31, 1 
Pet. i: i0—12.; by which means these promises. 
could also be propagated by word of mouth, col- 


lected, and preserved in their schools. Acts 


‘iii: 24, comp..1 Sam. xix: 20. It is therefore: 
ill applied learning, to maintain against Christ, 
that not one prophecy, when well considered, 
necessitates us to think upen him; and to devise 
other sources from which the expectation of the 
Messiah arose. 

Those promises were supported by, and stood 
in an ever memorable connexion with God’s 
very singular dispensations towards Abraham’s 
family, especially towards Israel. What design 
was there in these state laws, according to which 
that people behoved to dwell so much alone, 
‘confined to the inheritance of Canaan; laws by 
which all strangers were so effectually prevent- 
ed froin obtaining any sure possession of land 
among them, and the distinction of tribes and 
genealogies continued to be preserved, while 
from time to time, new prophets arose, and some 
old predictions were fulfilled? The answer is 
ready; such things behoved to pave the way for, 
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and preserve a lively faith in, the accomplish- 
ment of a capital promise concerning the Re- 
deemer to arise out of Jacob, who behoved to 
be known at his coming, and should afterwards 
take away the middle-wall of partition among 
the nations, (who should all at last be blessed 
in and by the seed of Abraham.) What profit, 
what wisdom was there in the solemnities of the 
ancient religion, if every thing typical and pre- 
figurative of a true and an efficacious atonement 
be taken from them? Were they appointed to 
make the people believe that God was appeased 
by the blood of bulls and of goats? Was it to 
make them like, or to cause them to continue 
among the Egyptians or other Gentiles, from 
whom they had been so miraculously separated, 
and whose worship and communion, were so 
strictly prohibited to them? Certainly, it was 
not to burden the nation with unnecessary trou- 
ble and expenses, amidst the repeated testimo- 
nies of peculiar favor; nor from mere caprice, 
without any important end. Does it become the 
highest wisdom and goodness, to annex such 
severe punishments to arbitrary and fruitless 
prescription? Does it become the dignity of 
God’s government, to charge his highly-favored 
people, and that upon pain of death, with 
such a burdensome, but insignificant service? 
To what must we not come? When we deny 
the only worthy end, which is so positively 
taught us in the New Testament, that in 
the sacrifical services of Israel, there was a 
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body; Col. ii: 17.; a pattern of good things to 
come, till the time of reformation, when their 
High Priest should come, for the expiation of 
sins, which were under- the first Testament: 
Heb. ix: 10.; and that the changing of that re- 
ligious service was not a leap or a gap in the 
ways of God, an abolishing of a formerly unne- 
cessary scheme of-the law-giver, which had no 
connexion with the following; but the comple- 
tion and finishing of that which preceded, so 
that the ancient law served God’s people as a 
guardian and a schoolmaster until Christ, and 
was an introduction to a better hope. Gal. iit: 
iverHeby wis 19;.x1: 39, 40. | John ni29eein 
ys view, how does every thing rise in dignity ! 
How pregnant with sense are many of the say- 
ings and allusions of the ancient believers! How 
do the different. cecohomies of God’s church 
make a consistent whole, an honorable plan! 
With what satisfaction, therefore, can we leave 
to the known wisdom of God, those further cir- 
cumstances with which it has limited the capital 
contents of the ceremonial law of Moses, con- 
sistent with our liberty to think upon them with 
humility! How invaluable our privilege, to 
know its accomplishment, and to have a Great 
High-priest, who is already entered into heaven, 
and appears in the presence of God for us, in 
the true sanctuary! | Hebviv: 14; ix: 24. 
Now in this respect, the doctrine of the Deity 
of Jesus is differently confirmed. First, such 
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honor : belongs to no creature, as that for ages, the 
@conomy of the church, the direction of God’s 

worship, the privileges of God’s covenant, the 
chain of God’s oracles and promises, should all 
have an eye to him, and centre in him. Sec- 
ondly, the ancient ‘servants of God_ looked 
on the Redeemer who was. to come, as the 
object of these promises, for the sake of which 
they confessed, that “they were strangers and 
pilgrims on the earth.” ‘But what advantage 
or consolation, what joyful expectation would 
they have had from the previous annunciations 
concerning him? How would the charge of typt- 
cal ceremonies have been compensated if 
he was to be only a teacher, or a king for the 


latter times; when at once the inheritance ot ie 
3" 


Canaan, and the privileges of their we 
above | the nations, should cease; if thus their 
own salvation, their felicity, was not founded on 
Messias? To this, no answer can be. given, 
unless Christ be more than a mere man, 
unless he was the Saviour of those, who before 
his incarnation, had entered into rest. Is this 
acknowledged? ‘Then, and not till then, there 
is sense, spirit, and life, in the mother-promise, 
in Abraham’s blessing, ‘and in the dying songs 
of Jacob and David. ‘Gen. iii: 153 xieK 3; RX! 
2 Sam. xxiii: 1—5, Thirdly, in those places 
of the Old Testament, where upon good grounds, 
various promises respecting the Saviour of the 
world are acknowledged, divines have found 
such names, altributes, works, and honors as- 
(hy 
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But the particular quoting, the accurate arranee 
ment, and the urging of these passages against 


other interpretations, would require a larger dis- — 


cussion, than we can allow ourselves at present. 

We must not omit to observe, that He 
whose coming in visible flesh, and whose 
spiritual redemption were foretold, really existed 
under the old ceconomy, and was also then the 
object of the religious homage of the fathers. 
Yea, under the continuance of the Theocracy, 
or the immediate government of God, he was 
Lord over Israel’s greatest kings, and was con- 
fessed as such in their solemn psalmody.* A 
variety of scripture passages shows us, that in 
all the succeeding ages of the Old Testament, 
from Abraham down to Malachi,an ambassador 
of the Deity was known in the ancient church, 
who also himself vested with the highest per- 
fection and authority, was the protector of God’s 


people. The angel of the Lord called to Ahra- © 


ham, now “I know, that thou hast not withheld 
thine only son from me.” Gen. xxii. 11, 12. 
To Jacob he said, ‘“‘ 1 am the God of Bethel.” 
Gen. xxxi. 11—13. By him, Jacob was re- 
deemed from all evil, and from him he invoked 


* Psalm cx: 1. We still find no reason to desert the — 


most emphatic and proper explication of the words given 
to this place, by our Saviour, Matt. xxii: 43—45, for 
that of inferior interpreters. See also Acts ii: 34—36. 
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the blessing upon his stitdeen. Gen. xlviil. 15, 


16. He was the Jehovah God, who said to Mo- 


es, ‘I am the God of ‘Abrahatiy, &e. Ex. iii: 2 


pee 14t ‘Acts vii: 30—45, It saath who on Sinai 


spoke to Moses. Acts vii: 38. _ He was Isra- 
el’s great leader out of Egypt, and his mighty 
deliverer; Exodus iv: 193; xxiii: 20.3; ;concern- 


ing whom, God’ commanded most expressly, 


‘‘ obey his voice, and provoke him not: for he 
will not pardon your Apel for my 
name is in him.”? Exodus xxiii. 21. - That an- 
cel said, “I carried you up-out Sa Egypt, and 
brought you into the land which I sware unto 
your “Fathers: and said, I will never break my 
covenant with you.’ Judges i i: 1—4. Heis 
called the angel of God’s presence, who had 
saved Israel; Isaiah Ixiii: 9.; Jehovah, who was 


sent by Jehovah, and should dwell in Zion. 


Zech. ti: 8—10. comp. ii: 1—7. The angel 
of the covenant, the Lord whom men sought, 
should come into his temple; and therefore he 
was the Lord of God’s temple. Mal. iii: 1 
The simple mention of these passages of scrip- 


ture, and the support they give one another, | 
(not to quote others) utterly overthrow the ex- | 


ceptions which are laid against them. The last 
mentioned text, and other reasons show that that 


-uncreated angel is Christ, who thus of old, made 


himself known as the Redeemer of Israel. So 
then we also understand that which otherwise 


would have no signification of importance, how © 


Moses esteemed the reproach of Christ, greater 
vhs than the treasures of Egypt; Heb. xi: 
E 10 ; 


* 
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— 26.; how Christ’s voice once of old shoo k th 


earth; Heb. xii: 25, 26. comp. Exo 
16—18. Acts vii: 38.; how he wa 
and Lord, not first of the Fivan 
his coming in the flesh, but of the 
of God, in which Moses had already 
vant; Heb. iii: 3—5.; how the rebelli 
ites, notwithstanding the above-mention 
ing not to provoke the angel of the Lord 
dus xxiii: 21., yet tempted Christ in the 
ness, &c. 1 Cor. x: 9. comp. Num. xxi: 3, 
and Heb. iii. 7-9. comp. Ps. xev. 7-9. ae 

We might here subjoin some other proofs, by — 
which Divines have from the Old Testament, 
established a plurality of persons in the God- 
head.. Among these, some at least occur 
to me, which cannot indeed bear any other tol- 
erable sense; and compared with the above- 
mentioned reasons, establish our demonstration. 
To me, it therefore seems strange, that some 
learned men, persuaded of the doctrine of the 
blessed Trinity from the writings of the New 
Testament, aver that they find no traces of it in 
the Old. _ <p hs a air 
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: skure passages, whieh appear to us each 
apart, and still more strongly when united, to 
contradict the opinion of Socinus ; and many of 
them also that of Arius, and such as follow him, 
either néarly, or at a distance: ;— passages there- 
fore, which demand faith in the true Godhead 
of Jesus. With a view to strip them of all dem- 
onstration, what forced interpretations, what 
far-fetched exceptions, what a meagre and mean 
sense, have men often been obliged to give 
~God’s Word! What a hunting afier aid from 
every science, to evade with some_specious ap- 
pearance, the ‘plainest explications, and such as 
rest upon the truest rules of interpretation! 
What eager gras Lan bl otiet’ or an. un- 
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feeble and obscure. For instance, to naine a 
few only: to have the Son, and ie in hin, dhe 
Bajohn v: 11, 12; to abide, in him; 1 John, 16m 
ie 8: jato stand fast in the Lord; 1 Thes. ii: eu | 
to be : in the grace which is in Ghristii22 
Tim. ii: 1; the fruits of righteousness, which are 
by Tohee Christ; Phil. vit a a thank God 
through Jesus Christ our ord: Rom. vil: 25; _ 
‘¢ No man knoweth the Son but the Father; and - 
no man knoweth the Father but the Son, and he 
to whom the Son: will reveal him.” Matt. xi: 
Oe 

We wish not to obtrude upon ‘God's word, 
any emphasis according to our own taste, and 
which is not demonstrable there, or pointed 
out by parallel places; an emphasis, upon which 
it would not be safe to establish our religion and 
our hope. But, when by any strain of interpre- 
tation, such things in the word of God are en- 
feebled, ‘obscured, and lost, which the sacred — 
writers expressly “declare, are not only to be 
found in it, but constitute the very strength and 
excelleacy of the Gospel; then such a manner 
of interpretation must certainly fall to the ground. 
Just soit is with the denying of Christ’s true 
Godhead, and with the interpretation of holy 
scripture, agreeable to that opinion. 

The Gospel is highly celebrated for this very 
reason, that its doctrine concerning Christ, is a 
mystery as important as_ profound, which never 
could be known to man by any other source of 
knowledge. John says ‘‘ we testify and shew 
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unto you that eternal life, which was with the 
Father, and was manifested unto us.. 1 John 
i: 2 2p aul calls the gospel the mystery of 
‘Christ: Col. iv: 3; which was hid from all ages, — 


and from all generations, but now made mani- — 


fest to God’s saints, to whom he would make 
known, what are the riches of the glory of this 
mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ 
the hope of glory. Col. i: 26—28. “The mys- 
tery of God the Father, and of Christ; in whom 
are hid all the treasures of wisdom, and knowl- 
edge. Col. ii:2,3. ‘“‘ We speak wisdom amoung 
the perfect; —the wisdom of God in a mystery, 
which was hid, which God ordained to our glo- 
ry before the world was, which none of the 
| princes of this world knew, for had they known 
it they would not have crucified. the Lord of 
glory. But that which eye hath not seen, and 
ear hath not heard, and that which hath not en- 
tered into the heart of man, God hath prepared 
for them who love him. 1 Cor. ii: 6--9. The 
apostle in other places cannot satisfy himself in 
boasting of the transcendant and unsearchable 
doctrine of this redemption. Rom.- xvi: 26, 
26. Eph. i: 9, 10; iii: 8, 9. Do. we now 
understand many of the passages quoted by 
us in proof of the Saviour’s true God- 
head, according to the proper sense of the ex- 
pressions, illustrated by the coherence and oth- 
er parallel places? Believe we, that the eter- 
nal Son of God became flesh; that in his suffer- 
ings and crucifixion, he made satisfaction for 
10* 
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our sins; that by these means he opened the 
way to salvation for Jews and Gentiles? Then 
indeed we find mysteries, as sublime, as saluta- 
ry, and which without revelation had never en- 
tered the mind of man. Then we find sufficient 
reason for all that solemn apparatus of previous 
predictions, typical shadows, the mission of a 
sinless teacher; his supernatural birth, the ap- 
pearances of angels, celestial voices, miracu- 
lous healings, the raising of the dead, the con- 
vulsion and the mourning of nature at his death, 
his resurrection from the grave, his visible as- 
cension into heaven, the instantaneous qualify- 
ing illiterate fishermen to instruct the world, and 
the like.. All tend to excite our faith and rev- 
erence for the exalted schemes, for the myste- 
ries which reason could not teach, and concern- 
ing which, therefore, the divine testimony be- 
hoved to be indisputable. 

But what mystery is there in Christ, if he be a 
mere creature, and hisonly work to instruct-in the 
duties of virtue, which were not wholly unknown 
tothe Jews and Gentiles? Will we then have a 
gospel without mysteries? Will we diminish 
Christianity, to that which the modern Divines 
could easily discover by their philosophy ? ‘It is 
then no more that Gospel, which Christ and his 
apostles preached ? Men mean to banish 
mysteries from the Gospel. If Christ be not 
J true God, nor his incarnation and deep 

sement the proper and the fit means of our 
redemption, then truly, there would be far less 
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mystery in the object of our faith and worship. 
But in that case, the very strain of doctrine. in 
the gospel would be a hyperbole, enigmatical, 
weak, and full of the most dangerous mysteries. 
hen human reason would not be enlightened 
and assisted by divine revelation, but involved 
in new and. great obscurity. Then in the 
languages of all nations, into which the holy 
scripture is translated, dictionaries should be 
compiled, in order to give an unusualturn to the 
plainest notions. Then miserable are we who 
might think, that surely in God’s infinite es- 
sence and counsel, there can lie an ail-suthcien- 
cy to deliver us from our sinful apostacy; and 
who, rather entrusting ourselves to God’s own 
infor mation concerning the matter, and receiving 
his testimonies according to their obvious sense, 
and attentively comparing them together, should 
thereby have got so much backward, as to 
expect our redemption from him who had not 
obtained it, and who could not give it! 

Every where in God’s word, the gracious 
forgiveness of our sins which are so dishonor- 
ing to him, is mentioned as a great and an es- 
sential requisite to eternal salvation; as other- 
wise these sins Sie ge divine favor inacces- 
sible. Psal. xxxii. 1,2,&c. ‘To this especial- 
ly, belongs the representation of the supreme | 


authority “of God and of his laws, the perpetual 


mentioning of his holiness and justice, all the — 
threatenings of punishment, and the pon se 
denounced and executed in all ages, upon si 
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ful persons and nations, the penitential supplica- 
tions of the godly for grace, and all that extoll-- 
ing of divine mercy in the forgiveness of trans- 
gressions. Scripture is full of these, not only 
in the ancient prophets, but in the evangel- 
ists and apostles.. And faih in the gospel estab- 
lishes thelaw. Rom. iii: 3l. For Jesus is re- 
vealed therein as a Saviour, who not only teach- 
es, but. who takes away sin; who is set forth to 
be a propitiation through faith in his blood, for 
the demonstration of God’s righteousness, in or- 
der to the remission of sins. John i: 29. Rom, 
iii: 25. How these are the capital contents of 
the doctrine of redemption, we have shown, 
Chap. XI. Now deprive Christ of that great 
dignity without which the sufferings and the 
curse he endured, would be of no avail to 
satisfy for all. who desire salvation; deny also 
God’s avenging justice; add still to this, in or- 
der to hold fast such tenets, that God in his 
laws exercises no authority requiring obedience, 
but only goodness aiming at happiness, and ac- 
cordingly, that in order to find the way of life, we 
need nothing else, but henceforth more circum- 
spectly to follow his wholesome counsels. ‘Then 
we see just such things shoved away or eras- 
ed, on which the scriptures every where lay the 
greatest stress; and on account of which, the 
interposition of the Saviour of the world is 
chiefly celebrated. 
_ None can deny, that the mission of God’s 
Son into the world is extolled, as the greatest 
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effect, and the most convincing demonstration | 


of his love and mercy to sinners. Jesus him- 
self, says, ‘‘God so loved the world, that he 
gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever be- 
hieveth in him, should not perish, but have ever- 
lasting life.’ John iii: 16. Elsewhere we read, 
“herein is love, not that we loved God, but that 
he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation 
for our sins.”’ 1 John iv: 9, 10. When the kind- 
ness of God our Saviour, and his love to men, ap- 
peared, “he saved us,” Xc. Tit. ili: 4—7. “* He 
who spared not his own Son, but delivered him up 
for us all, how shall he not with him also fréely 
give us all things?” Rom. viii: 32. But is 
this intelligible, does it not lose, at least, its 
mighty emphasis, and that elevation to which 
it is so justly entitled, if the tenet opposed by 
us be true? According to it, the propitiation for 
our sins was not a vicarious and an equivalent 
satisfaction, but only a forgiveness of sins, which 
God could have granted us, even without Christ 
and his merits, as many say, he will do to the 
virtuous heathen. He who in our. behalf lays 


a heavy burden on a beloved Son, greatly oblig- | 


es us. The obligation however, is much di- 
minished, if that burden is unnecessary, and he 
could assist us without so great a sacrifice. 
But then, that display of the love of God is 
not such an astonishing benefit towards men, as 
towards Christ. For according to that opinion, 
God did not send him, who was his Son, to us, 
nor deliver him‘up for us; but by a solemn mis- 
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‘sion, he exalted a mere man to the dignity of 


the: Son of God, and gave a name above all 


atures to him, who was like unto us in all 
things, sin excepted! And now, as we could 
have obtained eternal life without Christ, his 


“humiliation and sufferings of short duration, 


were prescribed to him, as the way to his own 
most exalted glory and dominion. 

We further lament, that this accrue is 
derogatory to the Saviour’s love to unworthy 
men, which is likewise so highly extolled. Ac- 
cording to the triumphant language of the saints; 
‘¢ Hereby we perceive the love of God, because 
he laid down his life for us.” 1 John iii: 26. 
John xv: 13. Christ loved the church, and 
gave himself for her. Eph. v: 25, Col. ii: 20. 
Tit. ii: 14. Here is a breadth, a length, a 
height, a depth, and, “the love of Christ sur- 


passeth knowledge. a7 Eph. iii: 18,19. Tohim — 


who loved us, and washed us from our sins in 
his own blood, and hath ‘made us kings and 


ae unto God his Father; to him be glory and 


ee inion ‘forever and ever, Amen.” Rev. i:5, 6. 
ow, when the Godhead of Christ is not ac- 
knowledged, his warm concern for accomplish- 
-iog the commandment of his Father, and the 
salvation of his fellows, is always commendable 
indeed; but it is clear -as the noon-day, that 
there must be a much greater emphasis in the 
eternal praise of his inconceivable love,;by our 
system of doctrine, that God the Son voluntari- 
ly assumed the human nature to himself; and 
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therein suffered punishment for revolted sinners. es 
The unlimited celebration of Christ’s love alse 
more resembles the above mentioned praise 5 ¢ 
the Father, than would have been proper, had 
he been a mere creature. Is he a creature 
only? Then his Jove was a duty enjoined by 
God’s mandate and mission; and the lofty cele- 
brations or views of it, as being free, voluntary, 
and original, are ill founded. In his love we 
could then readily acknowledge a_laudable fi- 
delity, but no grace; which as it is often attribu- 
ted to Christ, is also an exercise of supreme 
authority. The evidences and effects of his 
love, on that hypothesis, would not so much sur- 
pass those of the apostles and others, who for 
the good of the church, freely bore the teaching 
office for a long time, and with greater trouble, 
and whose persecution and martyrdom, were 
longer and more diversified, as that Jesus only 
as a teacher or martyr, should be esteemed 
__ infinitely above them. For that Jesus washed 
us from our sins by his blood, and made us kings 
and priests unto God, is, according to that doc-. 
_ trine not fully true; for then these benefits are 
not the fruit of his bloody sufferings, but of his 
doctrine confirmed by his blood. And how then — 
is the Prince of salvation degraded to the rank 
of his own servants, and of so many messen- 
gers of salvation, faithful to the death! Espe- 
cially, if to this we add, that the duties injoined 
upon him by God were forced and urged, by a 
reward vastly greater than the Deity had ever 
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adjudged to any of his ‘ambassadors; and that 
he knew his ministry was the way to sway the 
“sceptre over all who should believe and follow 
him, to reign.at God’s right hand, over the quick 
and the dead, friends and foes; and to receive 
eternal thanks on account of a salvation, which 
his power or personal dignity could never have 
effected. How perversely then would Paul 
~ reason in the following manner, ‘‘ Ye know the 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that while he 
was rich, for your sakes he became poor; that 
ye through his poverty might be rich.”” 2 Cor. 
viii. 9. He might only have said, ye know the 
fidelity of the Lord Jesus Christ; that he 
was poor, that by his poverty’he himself might 
become rich, and likewise contribute to enrich 
you. ob 

The gospel must be a message of great joy, 
a doctrine of unspeakable and everlasting con- 
solation, even above the less perfect revelation 
of God’s mercy- and friendship under the old 
economy; and all his holy joy must be in Christ 
Jesus. Luke ii: 10, 11. Phil. 1:4. 2 Thess. 
li: 16,17. 1 Pet. i:8. Gal.v:1. Now, allthis 
is clear, great, sublime, and well founded, if 
Christ be the true God—all superficial and de- 
fective, if he have not the ability, if he be not 
the chief good, from whence our highest happi- 
ness can arise. Let us then, no longer boast, 
“He who spared not his own ‘Son, shall he not 
also with him freely give us allthings?? Rom. 
vill: 31. For the force of that saying lies only 


et 


DIVINITY OF CHRIST. 121 


in this, that he who gave the greater, will not 
withhold the less. Let us try for once, accord- 
ing to which doctrinal system, the following tri- 
umphant words shall be found most pregnant 
with sense. ‘* We have peace with God, through 
our Lord Jesus Christ. We have an advocate 
with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous, and 
he is the propitiation for our sins. There is, 
therefore, now no condemnation to them who 
are in Jesus Christ. Wretched man that I am, 
who shall deliver me? I thank God through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. The sting of death is 
sin, and the strength of sin is the law; but God 
be thanked who giveth us the victory through 
Jesus Christ our Lord!.&c.”? How great an 
honor, what a happiness is it, to be Christ’s peo- 
ple, his sheep, his members, his bride, if he be 
the true God. But reverse this, and see the 
consequence. How affecting to Moses once, 
how humbling to Israel, was the threatening, 
that Jehovah, who had delivered that people, 
and led them thus far by the angel of his pres- 
ence, Ex. xxii: 20, 21., should, in punishing 
them for their idolatrous transgressions, give 
them over. to an inferior angel, without his 
presence going with them! Ex. xxxiii: 1—16. 


But would not Christians on the hypothesis of 


our opponents be now in the same circumstan- 
ces? To that ancient church of God it was said, 
thy Maker is thy husband, the Lord of Hosts.* 


*Tsaiah liv. 5. This consolation paints expressly to the 
new economy of the church, and it is mentioned in the 
plural, thy Makers, &c. 
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Would it then be no great loss, no debasement 
much to be dreaded, if we were now the property, 
if the whole Christian church.were the bride, of 
a highly dignified, but mere created teacher? 
Are all God’s people since the fulfilling of the 
promises, under this ceconomy of liberty, under 
this ministration of glory, now more subjected to 
a human tutor and governor,or to an intermediate 
being, than formerly the seed of. Jacob? Gal. 
iv: 1—7; v: 1. Heb. ii: 5. 2 Cor. iii: 7—11. 
No less sublime is the Christian doctrine in 
respect of moral duties. It is illustrated to us 
every day, that the essence of religion does not 
so much consist in certain doctrinal propositions, 
extatic contemplations, profound-mysteries, as 
in a holy thankful life, paying a proper regard 
to our true happiness, honesty and- humility 
in conversation, the exercise of love and the 
like. These duties are also high in our es- 
teem. We acknowledge sanctification as the 
principal part of redemption from the fall by sin, 
and as the design of Christ’s propitiation, who 
is not the minister of sin, Gal. ii: 17, but “ gave 
himself for us, that he might deliver (redeem) 
us from all iniquity, and purify to himself a pe- 
culiar people, zealous of good works.”’ Tit. ii: 
14. 1 Cor.i:30. But-how much domen come 
short of their proper end, how do they oppose 
the advancement of morality when they deprive’ 
the gospel of those motives which are most effi- 
cacious, deeply impressing, and best adapted to 
promote the exercise of important duties !— 
They deny those doctrines, from which, in the 
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gospel, motives to the universal practice of vir- 
tue are deduced more expressly and eepantts 
cally, than in any other system of morality ! 
John’s epistles in particular are extolled, as 
they so strongly recommend love and purity of 
morals. But is it not observable, that he as of- 
ten connects these, as he does all our salvation, 
with the forgiveness of sins, through the propi- | 
tiation made by the Sonof God? Let men try 
their high esteem for the Saviour, by this touch- 
stone. If they acknowledge or deny his true 
Godhead, and the atoning virtue of his suffer- 
ings, how significant to the one, how feeble to 
the other, are the many and diversified exhor- 
tations, which in holy scripture are urged 
on account of the amazing grace of God in the ~ 
cross of his Son! For instance, to a holy life. 
‘¢ Pass the time of your sojourning in fear, know- 
ing that ye were not. redeemed by corruptible 
things, as silver and gold, from your vain con- 
versation, but. by the precious blood of Christ.’ af 
1 Pet.i: 1719. ‘“ Who himself bare our sins — 
in his own body on the tree, that we, being dead 
to sin, should live unto righteousness.” Bet. 
il: 24. To love God: “Herein is love, not that 
we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his 
Sonto be the propitiation for our sins. -We love 
him because he firstloved us.”” Johniv: 10, 19. 
To glorify God: ‘“‘ Ye are bought with a price, 
therefore glorify God in your body, and: in your 
spirit, which are God’s.”” 1 Cor. vi: 20. To grat- 
tude to Christ: ‘The love of Christ constrain- 
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eth us, as we thus judge, that if one died for all, 
then were all dead; that they who live shall not 
henceforth live unto themselves, but unto him 
who died for them and rose again.”’? 2 Cor. v: 14, 
15. To the avoiding of wregularities: ‘‘ Many 
walk otherwise, of whom I tell you even weep- 
ing, that they are the enemies of the cross of 
Christ.” Phil. iii: 18. To the love of our neigh- 
_ bor: “ Walk in love, even as Christ also loved 
us, and gave himself for.us, an offering anda 
sacrifice to God, for a sweet smelling. savor.” 
Eph. v: 2. 1 John iii: 16. To liberality: “ Ye 
know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that 
while he was rich, for your sakes he beeame 
poor.” 2Cor. viii: 2. To humility: “ Let this 
mind be in you, whichalso was in Christ Jesus, 
who being in the form of God, thought it not 
robbery to be equal with God, but made him- 
self of no reputation,” &c. Phil. i: 5—8. To 
fidelity in the mimstry : ‘Take heed, to feed 
the church of God, which he hath purchased 
with his own blood.” Acts xx: 28. To sub- 
mission to human government: ‘Fear God, and 
honor the king. Servants, be subject to. your 
masters with all fear, not only to the good and 
gentle, but also to the froward. For if ye en- 
dure when ye do well, and suffer for it, this is 
acceptable unto God. For hereunto are ye 
called, because Christ also suffered for us,” 
1 Pet. ii: 17—25.,—and so on. 

Thus we have mentioned a few practical 
instructions on which the gospel every where 
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Jays great stress, but which, without the ac- 
knowledgement of Christ’s divinity, are deprived 
of their force. - Consider further , how particu- 
lar scripture assertions, without the same ac- 
knowledgement, lose their emphasis, and re- 
tain no meaning. Not to be tedious, we men- 
tion only the following instance. The apostle 
John givesa mark of true evangelical doctrine, 

with a view to distinguish the spirits which are. 
of God, from false prophets; the spirit of truth 
from the spirit.of error; the spirit of God, from. 
that of Antichrist. What is that Roghe it 
is our interest to know it, and it has a relation 
to our subject. That spirit, saith he, is of God, 
which confesseth that Jesus Christ is, come in 
the flesh. John iv: 1-3. Thus with a de- 
signed elevation, we are again referred, not to 
one or two doctrines of philosophy illustrated by 
Jesus, but to a just apprehension concerning 
his person and life. “Now did this consist im the 
bear confession that he was a man, and born as 
aman? This no doubt belongs to it, this is a 
necessary link in the golden chain of the doc- 
trine of salvation, and is to be found every where 
in the gospel. But for this, no divine testimony, 
no world conquering faith, mentioned by John 
in this and the following chapter, was necessary. 

All the Jews, yea, Pilate and his attendants be- 
lieved that. if therefore, the apostle meant here- 
by to obviate the brutish and new broached error 
of the Docetze, (who from a mistaken esteem 
for the Saviour, or rather from a perverse ap- 
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prehension concerning the impurity of gross — 
matter, affirmed, that he was born and died only 
in appearance;) certainly this was not the only 
or the chief point which was intended. If we 
consider the tenor of the whole Epistle, then 
the sense and the strength of this touchstone of 
doctrines consist in this: First, that. Jesus was 
truly the Christ, the promised Messiah, on whom 
the prophets had their eye, and for whom the 
fathers waited. This the apostle himself ex- 
plains, chapter i: 22, “‘who is a liar, but he 
who denieth that Jesus is the Christ?” 
Secondly, that this Anointed of the Lord, 
this hope of the ancient believers, existed long 
before, but had now actually assumed flesh, and 
was come to converse among men, and to effec- 
tuate our peace with God. We will not boldly 
obtrude our opinion upon the apostle, but form 
it according to his own frequent and enlarged 
explication, viz. ‘“‘ Herein is the love of God to- 
wards us manifested, that God sent his only 
begotten Son into the world, that we might live 
through him,—sent him to be the propitiation 
for our Lene sent him to be the Saviour of the 
world.” 1 John iv: 9, 10,14. It. is not said, 
that God caused Jesus to be born, that he might 
be our teacher, and on account of his wonderous 
birth and ministration be called the Son of God ; 
but that he, who was the Son of God, was sent, 
not only to tea h, but to save, especially to make 
atonement for our sins, The apostle also makes 
our victory, our abiding in God, to depend upon 
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the confession, not only, that Jesus is a Son of 
man, but chiefly that the same man Jesus is the 
Son of God; and that he who is come, is Jesus 
the Christ. 1 John iv: 15; 2.5, 6. That this is 
the sense of John’s doctrine of trying the spirits, 
appears also from comparing his other repre- 
sentations of this subject. ‘‘ The life was mani- 
fested; and we testify and shew unto you that 
eternal life, which was with the Father, and was 
manifested unto us.” 1 John i: 2. In the 
beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God. | The Word was 
made flesh, and of his fulness have all we 
received, grace for grace.” John i: 1——18.. 
That which in our text is called coming in the 
flesh; the same writer elsewhere expresses, by 
coming from above; John tii: 31; coming down 
from heaven, where he was before; John iii: 13; 

vi: 38, 51, 62: coming forth from the Father, 

and coming into the world. ‘John xvi: 28; xil: 
3. The scope-of the apostle’s writing confirms 
our explication. In this epistle, and in his gos- 
pel, he contends chiefly against such as in his 
time entertained far too low thoughts of Christ, 
and made God.a liar, by not believing that he 
hath given to us eternal life, and that this life is 
in his Son. 1 John v: 10--13. 


128 DIVINITY OF CHRIST. 


CHAPTER XVI. : 
Christ?’s coming to Judgment. = 


We proceed with reverence to contemplate a 
future and a most illustrious display of the glory 
of Christ, in which we have so awful a concern. 
We all indeed, we all must stand before the 
judgment-seat of Christ. Rom. xiv: 10; 2 Cor. 
v: 10. That he shall at last judge all, the quick 
and the dead, is a matter of such importance in 
the doctrine of salvation, that as soon as - 
apostles preached the gospel to the heathens, 


-* To the Heathens. That the apostles, from pru- 
dence, should have conducted themselves among the Jews 
according to their doctrines, is so far carried by some 
Professors in Divinity, that even on that account,, they 
expunge from the genuine and pure doctrine of Christ, 
whatsoever was received in the schools of the Jews; (per- 
haps from the Egyptians or Chaldeans:) for instance, 
the end of the world, the resurrection of the dead, and 
the general judgment. But according to this rule, they 
should also set aside the doctrine of the immortality of 
the soul; at any rate, the doctrine of the coming of the 
promised Messiah, &e. What of them will then remain? 
Even this last is allowed some disguise by the Professor 
whom I now have in my eye; who also declares that he 
is not persuaded concerning a supernatural operation on 
the apostles, and thinks that they did not wholly agree 
with Christ himself respecting his kingdom. ‘Thus, the 
divine authority of their writings would be entirely de- 


Pa 
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they also made mention of it, and of its certainty. 
See instances, Acts x: 42; xxiv: 24, 25; xvii: 
31.* This solemn truth inculcates all circum- 


stroyed; an authority which he filaces only in the purity 
of their moral doctrine. Can one forbear being afraid, 

that-such jearned men measure the integrity of Jesus and 
his aposties by their own, which allows them to be called 
and paid for teaching Christianity, while in reality they 
attack it? How much better would it. be to maintain, 
that whatever Jesus and his disciples not only alluded to 
in the doctrine of the Jews, but agreeably to it, posi- 
tively asserted, variously repeated and confirmed, was 
even thereby sufficiently distinguished and. purified from 
the fabulous traditions, against which they so often and 
so expressly set themselves. How little Christ’s ambas- 
sadors were willing to yield to the Jewish notions in mat- 
ters of less importance, may be seen Gal. ii: 3—14, &c. 

How much reproach and persecution could they other- 
wise have avoided! At least, they could not in their 
discourses or epistles, render themselves acceptable to 
the Heathen by any Jewish tenets, nor by the doctrine of 
the resurrection or of the general judgment, as Paul ex- 
perienced in the case of Felix. 


* A certain expositor understands here, by God’s 
judging the earth, a triumphant condemnation of all 
idolatrous and impious principles and an enlightening of 
the world by Christ’s doctrine. Matt. xix: 28. 1 Cor. 
vi: 2, are quoted as parallel. But, could Paul’s hearers 
take the werds in such a sense, which in these other pas- 
sages are intelligible only by the circumstances? Not a 
word there of a condemning doctrine, but of God’s judg- 
ment by a person, a man; a man no more conversing 
and teaching on earth, but whose personal appointment, 
and legal authority to judge, were ascertained unto all 
by his resurrection. The scripture passages already 
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spection upon us, but at the same time, it ex- 
hibits a strong demonstration of the true God- 
head of Jesus. 

Here all at once we are sensibly impressed 
with the description of the mighty apparatus, 
the astonishing retinue, and a majesty affecting 
all nature, with which the Son of Man shall 
come to judgment; and which, therefore, is 
called his glorious appearance, Titus ii: 13; 
1 Peter iv: 13; of which he himself and his 
apostles give us such striking delineations, either 
proper or emblematic, but very significant. Matt. 
xxv. 31--46. 1-Thes. iv: 16, 17. 2 Thes. 1: 
7--10. Jude, verse 14, 2 Peter, iii: 7—13. 
We may likewise compare, Matt. xxiv: 29—31. 
It must also be observed, that this appearance 
will inconceivably surpass all the lustre of God’s 
ancient appearances to the patriarchs and pro- 
phets, even those at the consecration of Solo- 
mon’s temple, yea, at the august giving of the 
law, and the institution of the theocracy on 
mount Sinai. 

But Christ’s divine majesty appears further,- 
fromm the authority with which he as universal 


quoted, and many others which speak of Christ’s‘coming 
and judgment, establish the certainty of the usual and the 
only consistentexplication of the words. Meanwhile, we 
may see the consequences, when men lighting upon cer- 
tam texts respecting revealed doctrines, will try their ge- 
nius to give them a self-devised signification, without 
properly consulting the connexion of the words or parallel 
passages. 
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Judge is invested. That God the Father hath 
committed all judgment to him, and will judge 
the world by his Son, Rom. ii: 16, Acts xvii: 
31,must not make us infer, that he is not clothed 
with supreme majesty. Earthly powers,appoint 
judges and tribunals beneath them, because 
they themselves cannot search and judge all 
things so accurately, nor with so much safety 
to their subjects. But, should not the Deity 
himself execute judgment? Should the law- 
giver, under whose jurisdiction we live, put the 
determination concerning the future state of his 
rational creatures, the eternal pain, or the eter- 
nal life, of all men, Matt. xxv: 34, 41, 46, into 
the hand cf a mere creature; and that, without 
farther appeal to God’s own judgment? God 
cannot give that supreme honor to any stranger. 
Would men then know, why God, who needs no 
other Judge, hath given the judgment to the Son; 
‘Jesus points out this end, that they should all 
honor the Son, even as they honor the Father. 
John v: 22, 23. Let us further attend to God’s 
word upon the subject: ‘The Lord Jesus 
Christ shall judge the quick and the dead at his 
appearing and his kingdom.”?. 2 Tim. iv: 1. 
Thus he is at once a judge and a king, as we 
have already seen, Chapter VI and XII. 
‘¢ Then shall he sit upon the throne of his glory.” 
Matt. xxv: 31. ‘‘ He shall send forth his angels, 
and they shall gather out of-his kingdom all 
things that offend, and them who do iniquity.” 
Matt. xiii: 40--42. -The king shall judge in 
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his own cause, the cause of his honor and au- 
thority, according as men shall have conducted 
themselves towards him. He who loveth not 
the Lord Jesus Christ, let him be an execra- 
tion! The ‘Lord cometh. 1 Cor. xvi: 22. See 
this clearly unfolded, and more at large, though 
in an emblematic manner, by the Saviour him- 
self. Matt. xxv: 34-45. ~Luke xix: 12—27. 
With this, his singular, but sovereign and irre- 
sistible judgments 1 in time may also be compared. 
Matt. iii: 12. Rev. ii: 23; iii: 8, 10. 

The Lord Jesus is celebrated as the righteous 
Judge, »2:Tim.-iv:8.: 1 John i328, 29.eethis 
quality is the more necessary in a Judge, ac- 
cording as his jurisdiction is more extensive, 
and his sentence more irreversible. _Abraham’s 
judicious speech is applicable here: shall not 
the judge of all the earth do right??? Gen. xviii: 
25. But isthe righteousness of the most exalted 
creature, (who is never absolutely infallible) so 
perfect and excellent, that the: execution of di- 
vine justice, the general, the last, and the irre- 
vocable judgment may be committed to him? 

It also merits our observation, that to this - 
great Judge mercy and wrath are e ascribed. He - 
who bears the office of a subordinate Judge, 
without an underived and original authority, 
hath no power to desist in an iota, from the 
exactest right, and to shew mercy. But Paul 
prayed fer Onesiphorus, that the Lord would 
grant unto him to fiad mercy of the Lord in that 
day. 2'Tim. i: 18. Itis well known that jealousy, 
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wrath, consuming fire, and the like, are attribu- 
ted to God in the highest degree, and with all the 
force of eastern imagery; though his perfection 
is incapable of passions properly so called; and 
this with a view to make us, inconsiderate and 
sinful men, understand his natural and unchange- 
able abhorrence of moral evil, abhorrence, 
attended with such unavoidable and dreadful 
consequences, that we might be convinced of 
the certainty of the punishment of sin. It is 
known, how men on the contrary, strain every 
nerve to raise doubts respecting God’s avenging 
justice. But how then, can a merely created 
Judge, to whom the highest power could not 
be original, against whom sin was not commit- 
ted, and who, under obligations to love his 
neighbor, cannot be inclined to, and active in 
the condemnation and punishment of man, but 
from subjection to higher authority how, I say, 
cana merely created Judge be justly represented 
to us, as one whose eyes are as a flame of fire, 
Rey. ii: 18, “and who will execute vengeance 
with fiery flames?” 2 Thes.i: 8. The great and 
the small ofthe earth, at the time of the dreadful 
judgment, are described as saying to the moun- 
tains and to the rocks, ‘‘ Fall on us, and hide us 
from the face of him who sitteth upon the throne, 
and fromthe wrath of the Lamb; for the great day 
of his wrath is come, and who shall be able to 
stand? Rev. vi: 16,17. To him, therefore, it 
belongs to save and to destroy; which is peculiar 
to the one Lawgiver. James iv: 12. 
12 
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But ‘does any think, that this our reasoning is 
not solid, or that we conclude too much from 
figurative expressions? Well, then, the true 
Godhead of the Lord appears from that infinity 
of power which is requisite to the general Judg- 
ment. Our Judge is omniscient, and this is 
decisive. Nay, he shall judge all nations, all 
individuals, all the quick and the dead; Matt. 
xxv. 32... Acts xvii: 31; x >-42. -2Cor. v: 10. 
even all who lived before he came in the flesh. 
(That the angels also shall be included here, we 
already saw, Chapter XIN.) He shall judge 
concerning whatsoever is done by them all in 
the body, ‘that is in this life, whether it be good, 
or whether it be evil. 2 Cor. v: 10.° Concern- 
ing the words; Matt. xii: 36. Jude, verse 15; 
and every seerct thing ; Eccles. xii: 14. Rom. ii: 
16. 2 Cor. iv: 5; that is, not only bodily ac- 
tions done in solitude or in darkness, but also 
the operations of the soul, principles, propensi- 
ties, purposes, passions, also the secret inten- 
tions, which are the true, though too much 
disguised, motives of men’s conduct,—without 
doubt also, concerning whatsoever ought to have 
been considered, intended, and done, but was 
not. And may we not add, concerning whatso- 
ever the dead shall have done or omitted after 
their death, in their disembodied stater* In 


a 
*Disembodied state. It cannot be doubted, but that 
as the spirits of just men made perfect, serve their God 
in a separate state, Heb. xii: 23. Rev. vi: 9—11, so the 
spirits in prison, still retain their enmity against him, and 
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order to this, all things must come under the 
observation of the Judge, and be perfectly known 
to him; all the manifold relations and connex- 
ions, whether natural, accidental, or arbitrary, 
whether constant or variable, in which every 
man shall have lived, and by which our duties 
are circumscribed; also all the instructions or 
deceptions, all the manifold, internal, or exter- 
nal supports or temptations; in like manner, all 
the consequences which might at any time arise 
from our omission or commission, as far as they 
might, and ought to have been foreseen. In one 
word, all those circumstances, which either alle- 


never cease from sin, Matt. xxv: 24. Luke, xvi: 23—31. 
1 Peter, i: 19, 20. As little can it, that the actions of 
the former are pleasing unto him, and those of the latter 
an abomination in his sight, Hab. i: 13. . Yet in scripture 
there is the deepest silence as to the mentioning of either 
at the last day. It is for the things done in this life, that 
men shall be brought into judgment, Eccl. 11:9. ‘* Every 
one shall receive according to what he hath done in his 
body, whether it be good or bad.’? 2 Cor. v: 10. In 
our Lord’s account of the transactions of that all-impor- 
tant day, there is nothing respecting the righteous or the 
wicked, but what they had done or omitted on this side 
death and the grave. Matt. xxv: 34—46. It is only in 
consequence of what takes place in the present life, that 
disembodied souls are adjudged to happiness or misery. 
And therefore, that their conduct in that state, should 
come under public review, either as evidences of their 
title to the one, or as the meritorious causes of the other, 
seems very ia:probable. At any rate, it is surely safest 
for us, to leave this matter among the secret things which 
belong unto the Lord our God. Deut. xxix: 29.— 
Translator. 
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viate or aggravate moral good or evil. No 
intelligent person doubts, that upon all this de- 
pends the moral goodness or depravity, and the 
degree and moral importance of all voluntary 
actions, and of every thing connected with them; 
and accordingly, the just and true judging of 
what in the conduct and life is fairly imputable 
to every one. On that account, it is difficult ~ 
for us, whether we judge of our neighbor’s con-. 
duct, or whether we reckon with our own con- 
science, to estimate even a few actions at their 
proper value. But that supreme and decisive 
judgment, to which human law must so often 
leave secret abominations, so_many excellent 
men, and the slandering of their virtue, and so 
many defenceless men, and their oppressions 
varnished over with the appearance of justice, 
can never fail. That universal-judgment, to 
which is left the unravelling of so many riddles 
in the ways of Providence, cannot be superficial, 
perplexed or uncertain. ‘The divine wisdom, 
which, in the government of nature, from the 
course of the celestial luminaries, down to the 
muscles of the meanest animal, directs all things 
according to rule, cannot leave the august dis- 
posal of the rational and moral world destitute - 
of the strictest equity. The Judge, then, before 
whom mankind shall at last appear, is omniscient. 

‘The final judgment shall also bear evidences 
of his omnipotence.. Inthe passages quoted, the 
irresistible execution of his sentence is attrib- 


uted tohim. The Alpha and the Omega, shall 
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reward every man according as his work shall 
rh Rev. xxli: 12,13: comp. chapt. ii: 23. Matt. 

: 27. The angels employed for that pur- 
sed, are the angels of his strength. 2 Thes. 
i: 7.. Ifmen still doubt, let them attend to that 
preparatory work, far surpassing all other mirac- 
ulous operations, ‘and to which all the power of 
angels is not adequate. I mean the raising of 
the dead, which the great Prince of Life so fre- 
quently ascribes to himself. John v: 21—29; 
vi: 39, 40; xi: 2325: See also Phil. iii. 21. 
1 Cor. xv: 24—26, 45. 


CHAPTER XVII. 
To Worship Christ, is no Idolatry. 


Idolatry is a most atrocious sin ; as thereby, 
religion and all the duties belonging to it, totally 
miss their object, are withdrawn from God, who 
cannot be rightly served unless served alone, 
and transferred to beings which have no title to 
such honors. The first commandment of the 
moral law of Moses was against idolatry; and 
according to the political law of Israel, it was 
threatened with death. Of this, divine revela- 
tion informed man’s erroneous reason. It is 
often celebrated as Israel’s highest privilege, 
that they were thus distinguished above the 

12%) ae 


mp 
ry 


138 DIVINITY OF CHRIST. 


Gentiles. God’s ‘heaviest complaints, threat- 
enings, and judgments, were so often directed 
against that people, because of their ungrateful 
apostacy to idols. ‘The new ceconomy of God’s 
church cannot therefore fail to give fuller estab- 
lishment to such laws, in proportion to its greater 
light. The promised and the mysterious calling 
of the Gentiles, aimed at the destruction of idol- 
atry; and with this the apostles began their 
work among them. See Acts xiv: and xvii: 
According to all this, the inspired word can al- 
low no religious honor to any except the true 
God, much less give any constant encourage- 
ment, or make any provision for such a practice. 
But, how much above what is human, how 
much of the divine is there ascribed to Christ! 
What attributes, works, honorable names, and 
reverence! How is he the pérpetual object, the 
sum and substance of the. doctrine of salvation! 
How is our eternal felicity derived from him! 
How illustrious the instances of confidence in 
him, and absolute submission to him! All this 
has been already considered. If, therefore, the 
Saviour were not the true God, then by no doc- 
trinal system of the nations, could ever such 
frequent and full encouragement have been 
given to idolatry. Then there would lie in the 
gospel sufficient reason for the most dreadful 
superstition; by which, durmg eighteen centu- 
ries, far the greatest part of the confessors of 
Christ, and among them the most eminent lights 
in all wisdom, (thee too, whowith the immortal 
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fame of skill in languages and other learning, 
have searched and explained the sacred scrip- 
tures) have given religious honor to him who 
was crucified, while in the genuine import of 
these names, he was neither the Saviour, nor 


God. 


We trust indeed, that our opponents will not 


- announce to us the dreadful consequences of 


idolatry. The boldest among them may now 
look down upon the serious confessors of Jesus’ 
Godhead, as men of a weak and tardy genius. 
God preserve them from proceeding to great- 
er injuries, when they have obtained the vic- 
tory! Their doctrine however of toleration, 

and their boasted light, open heaven to people 
of every persuasion; and they will not reckona 
rigid orthodoxy concerning the Saviour’s person 
and work, necessary to our salvation, provided 


we live virtuously and in love towards our neigh- 


bor. But this does not satisfy us. As we ap- 
prehend we find, in the divine fulness of Jesus, 
and in his grace, which lays us under so many 
obligations, the greatest excitement and assist- 
ance to the exercise of social virtues and every 
good work; so it is not enough for us to do good 
to men, if we mistake in the duties respecting 
God, and go astray into idolatry. We en- 
treat all who bear the name of Christ, not to be 
indifferent concerning this important matter, 
but solicitous with us, that we do not in the Lord - 
Jesus Christ, either religiously worship a mere 
creature, or forsake the aepeere Majesty, and 


# 
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our chief good. The point in question relates 
to no subtlety of scholastic divinity; it affects 
the very essence of religion, which must be ra- 
tional and agreeable to the truth of the thing. 
To deny, with Arius and Socinus, that the Sav- 
iour is the true God, ‘and yet to worship him, 
is too contradictory for people who reason. 

The wisdom of God, his compassionate 
goodness, his holiness itself, cannot permit, that 
the reading, the hearing, the searching,, and 
comparing of his word, should be so dangerous, 
and the honoring of our Redeemer so full of per- 
plexing difficulty. He who smote Herod, for 
receiving the acclamation, “ It is the voice of a 
God, and not: of a man,” Acts xii: 22, could 
not endure, that by himself, or by the sacred 
writers under the direction of his spirit, so much 
truly divine should be attributed to Christ, if he 
were not co-existent with him. No! we have 
the humble hope, that the holy Father will not 
avenge it, that we honor, obey, and trust in his 
beloved Son, in whom he repeatedly declared 
he was well pleased. Matt. ii: 17; xvii: 5, 
Nay, this our conduct tends not-to obscure, but 
to glorify God’s greatness, since he hath con- 
nected his own honor with that of the Son. 
John v: 23; xi: 4. He, who said, Thou shalt 
not bow thyself before any other God, for the 
Lord’s name is jealous, a jealous God is he; 
Exod. xxxv: 14; hath ordained, that ‘‘ at the 
name of Jesus every knee in heaven, on earth, 
and under the earth, should bow, and every 
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tongue confess, that Jesus Christ is Lord, to 
the glory of God the Father. Phil. ii; 10, 11. 
Surely the celestial Judge, who, formerly in 
his deepest humiliation, and before he triumph- 
antly entered into his kingdom, effectually heard 
the prayer of the penitent thief, will not con- 
demn us that day, because we shall have sought 
‘and looked for his mercy unto eternal life. Jude, 
verse 21. Heb. ix: 28. But certainly, when 
God the Father holds, and the Lord Jesus 
Christ holds, this our worship for no-idolatry, 
to this worship Christ must be entitled. 

Yea, (and this we intended particularly in the 
title of the Chapter) the word of God expressly 
sets the Saviour, as well as his Father, in op- 
position to idols, and his worship in oppo- 
sition to idolatry; by which means his true God- 
head receives additional confirmation. Does 
not my reader with me find it very remarkable, 
that in the same passage and connexion, wherein 
Jehovah commands Israel not to provoke his 
angel, their mighty leader, but to obey him in 
all things, as in him was his name, and he would 
not pardon their transgressions —he at the same 
time thunders against idolatry, in which the na- 
tions lay immersed, and for which they were 
destroyed? Exod. xxiti: 20—25. Israel, brought 
back from the Heathens, were to be cleaned 
from their dunghill deities, and then to have 
David, the servant of the Lord, as their only 
king and shepherd forever. Ezek. xxxvil: 21— 
28. This is intelligible, only as applied to Mes- 
siah. So also, Hos. ii. Let the opposition be 
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observed, 1 Cor. viii: 4—--6. We know that an 
idol is nothing in the world, and that there is 
none other God but one. Although there are, 
who are called gods, whether in. heaven or» on 
earth, as there are gods many, and lords many; 
nevertheless, we have but one Ged the Father, 
and but one Lord, Jesus. See Chapt. V. The 
conversion of the Heathen consisted, not in their 
being brought over from the worship of sun and 
moon, to the worship of any other creature, but 
to that of the true God. And lo, this their con- 
version from idols, was a conversion to Christ. 
The Galatians, when they knew not God, served 
them who by nature were no gods; but now they 
were Christ’s. Gal. iv: 8. comp. ili: 29. Those 
of Thessalonica were converted from idols, “to 
serve the living and the true God, and to wait 
for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from 
the dead, even Jesus, who delivereth us from 
the wrath to come.”? 1 Thes. 1: 9, 10. It suf- 
ficeth us, that in the past period of life, we have 
wrought the will of the Gentiles, and walked i in 
abominable idolatries. Who shall give an ac- 
count to him, that is ready to judge the quick 
and the dead? 1 Pet. iv: 3,5. For Christ’s 
sake, therefore, those who believe i in him, must 
abstain from all communion with idolatry. What 
concord hath Christ with Belial? or what agree- 
meut hath the temple of God with idols? For 
ye are the temple of the living God. 2 Cor. 
vi: 15, 16; comp. Heb. ii: 6. And be not idol- 
aters as some of them. ‘And let us not tempt 
Christ, as some of them tempted him. 1 Cor. 
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x: 7,9. Ye know, that no covetous person, 
who is an idolater, hath any inheritance in the 
kingdom of Christ and of God. Epb. v: 5. 

In the Christian church, a new and a fearful 
species of idolatry wastoarise. By the strength 
of delusion, the man of sin, the son of perdition 
was to set himself against, and exalt himself 
above. all that was called God, and worshipped 
as God; so, that he should sit in the temple of 
God, shewing hiniself, as if he were God, whose 
coming was to be in all seduction of those who 
had not received the love of the truth, that they 
might be saved. 2 Thes. ii: 3—12. But to 
this seduction and apostacy, Paul, with the 
warmest gratitude, opposes the privileges of the 
Thessalonians, as called by the gospel to obtain 
the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ, from whom, 
together with God the Father, he also supplica- 
ted and expected their consolation and estab- 
lishment... 2 Thes. i: 13, 14, 16,17. .-That 
man of sin, therefore, who set himself against 
all that was called God, and worshipped as God, 
who was an enemy of God, set himself also 
against the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
as an enemy of Christ, and an Antichrist. — 
Wherefore Christ was also to destroy him, 
and bring him to naught by the brightness of 
his coming.. Verse 8. ‘This opposition against 
Christ, signifies not only that he should aposta- 
tise from the doctrine of Christ, but that he 
should set himself against the honor and ‘the 
rights of Christ, and assume to himself in the 
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church, that which belonged to Christ. He 
should sit in the temple of God, shewing him- 
self as if he were God; while it is the preroga- 
tive of Christ to establish his seat there, as in 
his temple, to shew his glory, and to be wor- 
shipped. Mal. iii: 1. Heb. iii: 6. This em- 
blematical representation of Christ filling his 
seat in the church with majesty and authority, 
was intended of old in that lofty vision, in which 
the Lord, Jehovah of hosts, appeared to Isaiah, 
sitting upon an exalted throne, his train filling 
the temple; while seraphs, with the profoundest 
humility, proclaimed him the thrice holy. Isaiah, 
vi. See the apostolic explication, which applies 
this to Christ. John xii: 39—41. 


CHAPTER XVIII. 
To reject Christ, is unpardonable. 


Our reverent homage to the Lord Jesus 
Christ, with submission and confidence, is no 
idolatry, but a prescribed duty of divine ser- 
vice. Let us see what is included in denying 
him these. The same gospel, which reveals 
Christ to-us, as the sure foundation-stone of 
salvation, describes him also, as a stone of 
stumbling, and which shall crush his enemies 
in pieces. Matt. xxi: 42—44. As faith in him 
is the appointed medium of salvation, so unbelief 
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concerning him is real disobedience, and the 
certain way todamaation. ‘‘ He who believeth 
on him, is not condemned: but he who believeth 
not, is condemned already.’? He who believeth 
in the Son, hath everlasting life: but he who is 
disobedient to the Son, shall not see life, but the 
wrath of God abideth on him. John iii: 16—18, 
36. This concerned not only his Jewish ad- 
versaries, when he was on earth, but after his 
departure, continued to be the apostles’ doctrine 
among the nations. Jesus, at his revelation 
from heaven, with -his mighty angels, shall in 
flaming fire take vengeance on them who obey 
not his gospel, who shall be punished with ev- 
erlasting destruction. 2 Thes. i: -7—9. The 
blessing, or the curse, turns not so much on 
the loving, or not loving, of Peter, or of John, 
but of the Lord Jesus Christ, Eph. vi: 24. 
1 Cor. xvi: 22. 

Such awful denunciations, not only enjoin 
us seriousness and circumspection, but exhibit 
Christ as infinitely exalted above ali the rest of 
God’s ambassadors. In as much as they spake 
by God’s command, unbelief towards Moses, 
the prophets, and apostles, also deserved pun- 
ishment, as a disobedience against God, who 
had sent them, But with respect to Christ, 
the threatening is derived from the majesty of 
the teacher, from the surpassing dignity of his 
person. ‘‘ He who believeth not, is condemned 
already, because he hath not believed in the 
name of the Son of God. John ii: 18. When 
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any one despiseth Moses’ law, he died without 
mercy. Of how much sorer punishment shall 
he be thought worthy, who hath trodden un- 
der foot the Son of God? Heb. x: 28, 29. 
Therefore, this exaltation of Christ is not only 
an excellency among other teachers on earth, 
as many now will have it, but founded in his 
superior nature, and celestial origin, as the Son 
of God. Nay, if'they escaped not, who re- 
jected him, that gave divine answers upon earth; 
much more shall not we, if we turn away from 
him, who is from the heavens. Heb. xu: 20. 
Compare John iii: 31. Luke xx: 13. None of 
the angels, or their created principalities, no 
intermediate beings, must here be considered, 
or come into competition with Christ. He is 
Lord Supreme over all the ambassadors of God; 
and therefore, unbelief is so deserving of-pun- 
ishment. For, after the apostle had demon- 
strated the majesty of Christ, above prophets 
and angels, he adds, ‘If the word spoken by 
angels was stedfast, and every transgression and ~ 
disobedience received a just recompense - of 
reward, how shall we escape, if we neglect so 
great salvation, which began to be published 
_ by the Lord.”? Heb. it: 2—5. 

The terrible threatenings, thus denounced 
against contemning the Saviour, but no. where 
against esteeming him too much, may lead us 
to the well known maxim, which in matters of 
doubt or difference, recommends leaning to the 
safest side. This maxim is wholly in favor of 
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our persuasion; and. would our opponents be 
secure, they must establish their opposition to 
Christ’s eternal Godhead, upon such immovea- 
ble grounds, that they need fear no proofs, or 
answers to objections. We seek not, however, 
only the safest side in a doubtful question; but 
think we clearly discern the highest majesty is 
common to the Father and the Son, and that 
we build our conviction on good grounds, | 

Let us still compare the terrible threatenings 
of punishment, with the loving-kindness of God, 
which can never be extolled. On this, indeed, 
they who differ from us often reason; and we 
also find in it our great interest and consolation. 
How is it to be explained, that God represents 
the sending of Jesus Christ to redeem men from 
death and destruction, as the highest evidence 
of his love, if nevertheless this method was not 
necessary, and at the same time gave them an 
opportunity of committing a new transgression, 
which above all other is unpardonable, and 
shuts the door of salvation? If sinners could 
be saved without the Mediator’s satisfaction, 
how are we bound under the most awful denun- 
ciation of displeasure and certain destruction, 
to make an arbitrarily priviledged man the ob- 
ject of our deepest submission, and of our firm- 
est confidence, since the divine goodness and 
equity never threaten or execute punishment, 
when it is not necessary for the honor and inter- 
est of God’s kingdom. Especially, as Christ’s 
circumstances, singular, humbling, and accord- 
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ding to that opposite persuasion, quite inexplica~ 
ble from the design of redemption, rendered 
him suspected ana despicable to his cotempora- 
ries, and were a stumbling block to Jews and 
Gentiles.—On the contrary, if Jesus was made 
sin for us, and for all his people bore that curse, 
which was necessary to effectuate their peace; 
if, for this purpose, more than a mere creature 
was requisite; if, indeed, a divine Redeemer 
was pleased to assume our flesh and blood, and 
by his sufferings to open the way to heaven; 
then, not only does all offence vanish as to 
those who know the magnitude of their guilt, 
and their desert of punishment before God; but 
then, also divine love to sinners is the object of 
their most grateful adoration; then every sin is 


-pardonable, except the rejection of the great, 


the only medium of salvation. Then it is con- 
ceivable, of what heavy punishment he is wor- 


_ thy, who hath trodden under foot the Son of 


God, and counted the blood of the Testament 
an unholy thing; how Christ will not confess 
before his Father, those who shall not have con- 
fessed him before men. Heb. x: 29. Matt. 
x: 33. Then that dreadful sentence is not un- 
just, how light soever some teachers and pro- 
fessors make of it, (and with however much cir- 


- cumspection and sympathy, we must also refer 


the guilt of erring from the gospel to God’s own 


judgement} that whosoever, in opposition to the 
gospel of Christ, brings to miserable sinners 
another message of deliverance, be it from phi- 
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losophy, or from some revelation, though he 


were an angel from heaven, let him be accursed. 
Gal. i: 8, 9. Acts iv. 12. Therefore, whatever 
winds of error or of opposition may blow, it is 
highly necessary to our salvation, that we con- 
tinue to the end, in the faith of our Redeemer, 
who is so full ar salvation and so rich in love. 
Matt. xxiv: 9—13. 2 Tim. ii: 12, 13. 


CHAPTER XIX. 
~ Christ’s Relation to God the Father. 


The comparison of the Lord Jesus with men 
and angels, Chap. XII. and XIII. formerly gave 
us strong assurance, that no finite being is equal 
tohim. Let us now consider him also in relation 
to God his Father, as well in respect of his co- 
existence, as of his subordination; not meaning 
however, to be wise in his sublime ih ohh: 
above that which is written. 

We have already shown in several respects, 
that in God’s word, (whence only we know 
Christ, and to believe the testimony of which 
concerning him, is so solemnly commanded) 
such lofty things as belong to the great God, 
and to which he appeals, as discriminating evi- 
dences of his grandeur, are also attributed to 
Christ. Would we therefore credit the divine 
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testimony, we dare not count him less than equal 


to God, truly God duooucios.* All these things” 
however take place not merely in such passa- 


ges of scripture which speak of Christ alone, 
or in opposition to men, but also im those where 


he is mentioned in connexion with God, every 
likeness to him, nay, nor in every sense being 
one with him, which proves an equality and co- 
existence. See John xvii: 11, 21. 1 Johni: 3. 
Acts xv: 28. Rev. iii: 21. But we intend such 
testimonies in which God the Father is exhibit- 
ed, in his divine operations, direction, or su- 
preme authority; and these in like manner are 
ascribed in common to Christ. . We have Sion 


*‘Ounovotos. The word here used by our author, 
has been famous ever since the Council of Nice, which 
sat in the year 325. It is well known, that in that 
Council, the orthodox, to preclude all subterfuges of Arius, 
taught that the Son was 0/0v6LOV Patri, that is, of the 
same nature or essence with the Father. Hence, the 
Arians called them Homousians. And by the addition 
of one little letter, they attempted to evade all the force 
of that word; acknowledging that the Son is 0“0lovocov 


Patri, but not 01001007, that is of the like essence with 
the Father, but not of the same. Accordingly, in the 
Council of Ariminum, anno 359, the more simple, de- 
ceived by the Arians, consented that the word 0“0LV6LOV 
should be put instead of 0400V0¢7. Upon which the 
Arians gloried that the Orthodox had come over to their 
sentiments. But Athanasius detecting the fraud, taught 
that the Father and the Son have not the like essence, 


but the same. See Turret. Instit. vol. i. p. 283.— 
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_ stood astonished at the. magnanimous boldness, 


_ the perspicuity, and the variety, with which the 


infallible penmen expatiate on this subject. For- 
‘instance, in respect of saving and directing op- 


erations. God the Father himself, ‘and our 


Lord Jesus Christ direct our way to you.” 

1 Thes. iii: 11. Our Lord Jesus Christ himself, 
and our God and Father, comfort your hearts 
and strengthen you.” 2 Thes. ii: 16, 17. 

“The Lord direct your hearts, to the love of 

God, and the patient waiting for Christ.”? 2 Thes. 

iii: 5. “Called of Jesus Christ, and beloved 


: 2 God,” Rom.i: 6, 7. “be strong inthe Lord, 


angpet on the armour of God.”? Eph. vi: 10, 

He who loveth me, ‘‘ my Father will love Wik 
nea and we will come "unto him, and we will ‘. 
make our abode with him.” Jobo xiv: 23, 

The salvation of believers is to abide, not in 
John or in Paul, but in the Son and in the Fa- 

ther. 1 John ii: 22—24, To the churches, 
grace is requested, as the source of all spiritu- 

al and eternal salvation. "Whose grace? Some- 
times only that of Jesus Christ is named; Gal. 

vi: 18. Rom. xvi:24. 1 Cor. xvi: 23; but often — 
that of the Father and the Lord Jesus in con- 
Nexions,) Romp, if %eiydi Cor. -it.3s:-2 Corsi 2: 
Fiph. i. 2; vi: 23. So, “ grace and peace be to 

you, through the knowledge of God, and of Je- 

sus our Lord.” 2 Peter i: 2. Also to Timothy 


and Titus “grace, mercy, and peace be to you, 


from God the Father, and from our Lord Jesus 


_ Christ. Ee) ees Wie ee 2. PO himy bo thee 
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And no less expressly is the Saviour placed to- 
gether with his Father in high authority and 
majesty. ‘This sickness is not unto death; 

but for the glory of God, that the Son of God 
might be glorified thereby. ” John xi: 4. ‘ Not 
without law to God, but under the law to Christ.” 
1 Cory 4x2. 217s ‘Sofvants must be obedient, 
not as men-pleasers, but as the servants of 
Christ, doing the will of God.” Eph. vi: 5, 6. 
‘Call no man your father upon. earth; for one 
is your Father, who isinheaven. And ye shall 
not be called masters, for one is your master, 
even Christ.” Matt. xxii: 9,10. An idolator 
hath no inheritance in the kingdom of God. 

Eph. v: 5: ‘To him who sitteth upon the 
throne, and to the Lamb, be thanksgiving, and 
honor, ‘and glory, and power, for ever and ever.’ 

Rev. v: 13. Nowiscome salvation and strength 
and the kingdom of our God, and the power of 
his Christ. Rev. xii: 10; xi: 15. ‘‘ Over these 
the second death hath no power, but they shall 
be the priests of God and of Christ.’? Rev. xx: 
6. Priests of Christ! A priest is a servant of 
the Deity, of the true God, or of imaginary 
gods, of which last there is nothing here. ‘The 
conclusion therefor is evident. We have al- 
ready seen, Chap. V. that the name Lord in the 
sacred scripture, is given by way of eminency 
sometimes to the Father, and sometimes to 
Christ. But this is farther observable, that in 
the places just now quoted, Christ is so often 
characterized by that name, not in connexion 
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with an inferior being, but with God, before 
whom, and in comparison with whom, all crea- 
ted glory and dominion vanish. And that 
even in places, where the divine authority over 
inen, and the subjection of men, are directly 
mentioned. So ‘‘ Jamesa servant of God, and 
of the Lord Jesus Christ.” Jamesi: 1. ‘‘ The 
church in God the Father, and the Lord Jesus 
Christ.””> 1 'Thes. i: 1. 2 Thes. i:1. “ I tes- 
tify before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who 
shall judge the quick and the dead at his ap- 
pearing, and at his kingdom.” 2 Tim. iv: 1. 
What can be more expressive as to this, than 
that the lofty name Lareg or Saviour, in places 
where God the Father and Christ are conjoined, 
is given now to the one, then tothe other? To 
the Father; ‘Paul an apostle of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, according to the commandment of God 
our Saviour, and of the Lord Jesus Christ.’ 
1 Tim. i: 1. To the Son, who have obtained like 
precious faith, through the righteousness of our 
God and Saviour Jesus Christ. 2 Pet. i: 1.* 
Yea, it is very remarkable, that at the same 
time, and asin one breath, God is called our 
Saviour, and Jesus Christ our Saviour; Tit. i: 
3, 4; it: 1O—13; ‘1 4, 6. 

In the Saviour? s éxalted relation to his Prutticrs 
the name Son of God comes chiefly under obser! 

* Our opponents, indeed, would not in both these places, 
nor yet in James 1: !, apply the name of God to Christ. 
But this can be done consistently with the original text; 
from whence, however, we drew no proof, Chapter V. 
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vation. It is known that in the sacred word, 
rational creatures are often dignified with the 
honorary title of sons or children of God; and 
that in various respects, and for obvious reasons. 
But certainly that name in Christ signifies some- 
thing higher. John x: 35—38.. He is not 
only a son of God, but the Son, by way of emi- 
nence above all dvds. So that he is by this, as 
a peculiar and proper denomination, distin- 
guished from other subjects. We know, that 
the Son of God iscome. 1 John v: 20. John 
viii: 36. He is God’s only-begotten Son. John, 
i: 14, 18; iii: 16. God’s own Son. Rom. viii: 
32. ‘*To which of the angels said he at any 
time, Thou art my Son, this day have I begot- 
ten thee? Heb. i: 5.. When Christ spoke to 
his disciples concerning the Father, he never 
said, our Father, (as he had taught them to pray ;) 
but always with an express distinction, my Father. 
Luke, ii: 48,49. Johnii: 16, chiefly John xx: 
17; From the prophetic doctrine, that name 
_was known in Israel, as in its ful force applica- 
ble to the Messiah, which can be clearly evinced 
from various passages. Matt. xvi: 15,16; xxvi: 
63. Mark iit 11. | John, vis6Sseeiieas: x: 
36. Amidst all the confusion of their apprehen- 
sions, they found so much emphasis in it, that 
the acknowledgment of it was among them a 
ground of adoration; Matt. xiv: 33. John, ix: 
35—38; so that when Jesus, with the distinc- 
tion and appropriation of the divine works, called 
God ius Father, they thence concluded, which 
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the Saviour did not contradict, that he held God 
for his own Father, and thus made himself equal. 
to God. John v: 18; x: 33-36. Indeed, however 
intimate the connexion is betwixt being the Mes- 
siah, the Christ, and being the Son of God, this 
last signifies still something different, something 
more original. For Paul preached Christ, that he 
was the Son of God. Acts ix: 20; (see also chap. 

viii: 37.)* In the love of the truth, let us observe 
the divinetestimony. He did not become the Son 
of God by or after his coming in the flesh, by or 
after the execution of his ministry; but herein is 
God’s great mercy celebrated, that “‘ he sent him 
who was his Son, made him under the law, and 
delivered him up for us‘all.”” This is evident, | 
from a variety of passages. Gal. iv: 4. Rom. 

viii: 32. Heb. v: 8. 1 John iv: 9,10.. Itis 
plainly supposed in the parable, the lord of the 
vineyard sent to the husbandmen many servants, 
some of whom they beat, others they slew. Hav- 
ing therefore yet one son who was dear to him, 
he sent him last of all to them, saying, ‘‘ they 
will surely reverence my son.”? Mark, xii: 6 

That in his supreme excellence as the Son of 
God, lies the reason of punishing unbelief we 
have already seen Chapt. XVIII. Asthe Son 
of God, ‘he is the brightness of his glory, andthe 


*In both these places, however, there is a different 
reading in the Greek. But compare Jesus’ first accusa- 
tion before Pilate, that he said he was the Christ, (Luke 
xxiii: 2,) with a new and a later, that he pads ‘himself 
the Son of God. John xix: 7. . 
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express image of his person.” Heb .i2i3aQa 
the self-same account, he is, according to the 
language of men, his Wate that ts, has a natural 
right to all the works of God, especially: to his 
church, which are also inde by him, in com- 
munion withthe Father. See this deseribedi in 
_a lofty strain by the apostle; Heb. i: 1--3; i: 
3—6. Col. i: 15—17; and also by Jesus him- 
self. Mark, xu: 6, 7. Though, therefore, a 
further theological iuktestretian of Christ’s divane 
Sonship should best be preceded by the proof 
of his true Deity, yet.in the meantime, the name 
Son of God, as ascribed to him, points us not only 
to his distinguished elevation above all crea- 
tures, which Arius acknowledged, but also to his 
unity of nature with the Father,* and to the 
ground of .his existence in the eternal and ne- 
cessary existence of the Father. — 

Let us now also contemplate the Lord Jesus 
Christ in his undeniable subjection to his Fa- 
ther. ‘The Father, saith he, is greater than I. 
John xiv: 28. As Christ is the head of .the 
church, so the head. of Christ is God. 1 Cor. 


* Unity of nature with the Father. In the original 
it is equality of his nature. But apprehending, that by an 
error of the press, gelykheid, is put for eenigheyd, I have 
adventured to translate the passage as above; and that in 
the fullest consistency with the design of the worthy 
author, in the whole of this treatise, and with his express 
words in the close of the second paragraph of this very 
Chapter, where he says, ‘‘ we dare not esteem Christ less 
than 0.U00vOLOS ,”’ that is, of the samme nature or essence 
with God.— Trans/ator. 
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li: 23; xi: 3. Hecalleth the Father his God. 
Matt. xxvii: 46. Jobn xx: 17. The Father 
raised him-to Israel; Acts xiii: 23; anointed 
him with the Holy G Ghost and with power: ; Acts 
x: 38; spared him not, but delivered him up for 


us bile Rom. viii: 32; and raised him from the » 


dead. “Acts ii: 24. God had appormted him to 
execute his saving designs, sent him into this 
world, ive Baye him commandnients. John iit: 
16,17; vi: 383—40. ‘The work given him he 
finished, od in it he was faithful to the Father. 
John, iv: 34; xvii: 4. Heb. ili: 2; x: 9. Vhere- 
fore, God hath also exalted him above measure; 
Phil. it: 9; set nip at bis own right hand in 
heaven; Eph. i: 20; and given him all power. 
Matt. xxviii: 18. He hath made him Lord and 
Christ; Acts, ii: 36; exalted him to be a Prince 
and a Saviour, to give to Israel repentance and 
remission of sins. Acts v: 31. He hath also 
ordained him to judge the world in righteous- 
ness; Acts, xvii: 31; and to him, Christ shall 
then be subject, and deliver up the kingdom. 
1 Cor, xv: 24—28. 

To be the true God, and to be under God, to 
be the Infinite, and to be the. subject, are ac- 
cording to all reason, and the scripture itself, 
inconsistent properties. By undeniable author- 
ity, however, they are ascribed to the same sub- 
~ ject; and therefore, there must be a way to 


solve the difficulty. How often do we meet. 


with particulars in the system of truth, which 
seem to oppose one another, but when well con- 
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sidered, agree, and even support one another. 
The human constitution itself, exhibits a clear 
instance. The grand inquiry is, upon what 
foundation every different truth is established, 
and how to reconcile seeming contradictions. 
Now, while they who attack the Godhead of 
Jesus, can never in our opinion, answer the 
multitude of proofs in its favor, there is on the 
contrary, for the confessors of that doctrine, the . 
greatest store of solutions, as often as son 
not divine, something beneath the natu 
authority of his Father, and something fin 
testified concerning him. ‘‘ He who was in 
form of God, and counted it not robbery 
equal with God, took upon him the form o L 
servant.” Phil. ii: 6,7. ‘The word-who was 
with God, and who was God, became flesh; but 
in that flesh, manifested a glory as of the only- 
begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth)” 
John i: 1, 14. According to the infallible tes- 
timony, he is therefore true God and true man; 

and his saving mediatory pouermanets are in- 
separably founded on both natures. While the 
value of these, the power to save his people 
forever, and to direct all things in heaven and 

on earth to that end, as also the fitness to be the 
object of their grateful confidence, and his ca- 
pacity for conducting the general Judgment, are 
founded on, and give an invincible proof of ‘his 
divine per fection, it is at the same time his finite 
nature, wherein he finished the human ministra- 
tions of his teaching oilice, and of his priestly 
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sacrifice. And thus it is intelligible, how the 
glory and majesty with which he governs the 
kingdom of God, to the mighty ingathering and 
defence of his people, and to the destruction of 
all opposition, oecur as an ewaltalion; in as far 
as the human nature, according to its capacity 
shared therein, obtained the fruit and reward of 
itslabor. And thus the Lamb that was slain, de- 


_ serves and receives everlasting honor, because 
of the works of salvation in both natures. This 
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appears, because every where, his obedience and 
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deepest humiliation are assigned as the reason of 
his exaltation. ‘ I was dead and behold 1 am 
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live for evermore, Amen! and have the keys of 


be Lord over the dead and the living.” Rom. 


xtv:: 9.. See also PhilAtiee 7410." Heb.4:-3. 
John v: 27. Rev. i: 5,6; v: 12—14. How 
likewise his subjection at the last day, is to be 
understood, not of a degradation, but of an hon- 
orable approbation of him as God man, we saw 
above in Chapt. XLLo "7 ages 

We may add, that though a proper subjection 
or inferiority do not belong to Christ, only ac- 
cording to his human nature, yet we need not 
exclude an order of operation, by which, as the 
divine subsistence of the Son is founded in that 
of the Father, so also his perfect operation fol- 
lows that of the Father. As one proof among 
others of this, he was, when he had not yet 
come in the flesh, he was the angel of Ged’s 


160 DIVINITY OF CHRIST. 


presence. (See Chapt. XIV.) And in this is 
founded the reason, why the Father oecurs as 
the first in the whole of redemption-work, as he 
who committed it to the Son, who sent him, ac- 
cording to whose good pleasure all fulness should 
dwell in him, whom he satisfied, and who hath 
crowned hin with glory. Of all which, men 
would form perverse apprehensions, had the Sun 
of God, in the decree relating to redemption, 
or in any part of its execution, been only depend- 
ent and passive, and not acted in a vol luntary 
manner. We saw before; (Chapt. XLV.) that 
allthis is also ascribed to his free love and 
grace. Eph. v: 25. 2 Cor. viit: 9. As the 
Father sent him, so he voluntarily came forth 
from the Father vand came into the world. John, 
xvi: 28. “No man taketh my life from me, 
but [lay it down of myself. I have power to 
lay it down, and £ have power to take it again.” 
nies ii: 19—2i; x: 18. Power when dead 
to take his Ive again! Again to build up.that 
very temple w hich had been destroyed! What 
sense is in this, if we hold him for a mere man? 
That is, therefore, no idle subtlety, which divines | 
teach, and illustrate in scripture phrases, con-— 
cerning the counsel of peace, or the harmonious 
decree o! the Father and the Son. 
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CHAPTER XxX. 
Christ’s velation to the Holy Ghost. 


In proving the Deity of the Son, we must 
not pre-suppose the personal existence of the 
Holy Ghost, or his personal distinction from 
God the Father (as not being granted by our 
opponents;) but well may we, that the Holy 
Ghost is something divine, belonging to the na- 
ture and perfection of God; for which also, many 
proofs from the books of both Testame nts are 
at hand. If men therefore acknowledge in the 
Holy Ghost at least a divine power, or vital ope- 
ration, then if Christ be the true God, there must 
of necessity be a near relation, and an insepara- 
ble connexion between him ‘and. the Divine 


Spirit. Such a relation being held forth to us 


in the sacred word, would afford a new confirm- 
ation of our high ideas of Christ. Now this 
kind of evidence is not withheld from us in the 
testimony of God. 

He who is called the Spirit of God, antl ‘the 
Spirit of the Father, is also aaa called the 
Spirit of the Son of God, Gal. iv: 6, the Spirit 
of the Lord, the Spirit of AGuHtD 2 Cor. iii: 17, 
i8.° Rom. viti: 9. ‘1 Peter,i: fit Men may 
imagine that they can reach the import of these 

14* 
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expressions by a lower sense; every evasion, 
however, is shut up, when Christ is said to send 

the Holy Ghost from the Fatner: John xv: 26; 
Luke, xxiv: 49. \ His superiority to the most ex- 
cellent teachers is placed in this, that John bap- 

ized indeed with water, but he with the Holy 
Ghost; Mat. mi: 11, Acts 1: 5; which signi- 
fies’ much more than that the followers of his 
doctrine should be partakers of the Spirit; a 
thing which also had place in the doctrine and 
baptism of the apostles. Acts xix: 1--6. Gal. 

ii: 2. Christ is therefore represented as hav- 

ing the seven spirits of Ged; that is, the same 
spirit from whom grace was implored to the seven 
churches. Rev. ii: 1, compare i: 4, We are 
particularly led to infer the dignity of the Son 

of God, from his relation to the Divine Spirit; 
because, as the Son in his operations is exhib- 

ited to us, as in order folowing those of the_ 
Father, so also it is evident in the fore- sqooted 
places and others, that the operations off % 
Holy Ghost follow thoseeotihe Son, and heed 3 
worketh by the Spirit. Whilst our own thou: 
or words cannot reach a mystery, which to 
is impenetrable, let us hear the words of God. 
The Saviour saith, ‘¢ Verily, the Son can do 
nothing, but what he seeth the Father.do. For 


whatsoever he doeth, the same also doeth the 


Son likewise.” John v: 19—23. Again he 
speaketh thus: ‘‘ When the spirit of truth shall 
come, he shall lead you into all truth. For he 
shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he 
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shall have heard, that shall he speak. He shall 
glorify me; for he shall take of mine, and shall 
shew it unto you. All that the Father hath is 
mine. ‘Therefore said I, that he shall take of 
mine.”? John xvi: 13—15. Jesus did his mira- 
cles by the diyine spirit; Matt. xii: 28; but yet 
according to his own free will. Matt. viii: 3. 
Johnv: 21. Thus the almighty operation of the 
spirit, stands in connexion with the voluntary 
good pleasure ofthe Son. ‘The Holy Ghost is 
the author of the right knowledge and acknow- 
ledgment of the Redeemer. Now what else 
does he teach Christians to understand and con- 
fess concerning him, but his glory and sove- 
reignty? No man can say that Jesus is Lord, 
but by the Holy Ghost. 1 Cor. xii: 3. The 
Holy Ghost is in believers, as in his temple. 
1 Cor. iii: 16; vi: 19. But we saw above, 
Chap. XII. , that Christ, as-weli as the Father, 
is the Lord, proprietor and builder of that 
ag _teinple; with whose good pleasure all dwelling 
‘Sie in it is connected. He who hath the spirit of 
Christ, he in whem dwells the spirit of God be- 
ee Tongeth: to Christ. Rom vin: 9. The Holy 
Ghost had set overseers over the Ephesian flock; 
but not without the will of the Son; for that 
flock was the church of God which he had pur- 
chased with his own blood. Acts xx: 28. Now 
without doubt, the Lord of the flock hath author- — 
ity over the overseers of his flock, and influence 
in their appointment; which appointment there- 
fore, is elsewhere ascribed to Christ himself. 
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The apostles enjoyed the extraordinary gifts 
of the Holy Ghost, which at their prayers, 
were also communicated to other believers and 
teachers. Yet they are constantly mentioned 
as the apostles and servants, not so definitively 
of the Holy Ghost as of Christ. He was their 
only master; Matt. xxii: 10; who therefore 
could bestow upon them all necessary gifts. 
John xx: 22. Christ wrought by Paul, to make 
the Gentiles obedient by word and deed, through 
mighty signs and wonders, by the power of the 
spirit of God. Rom. xv: 8, 19. The mission 
itself, which because of the unprecedented 
abundance of gifts, was justly called the effusion 
of the spirit at Pentecost, took place according to 
the promise of the Father, but is directly ascribed 
to Christ the exalted king. Acts ti: 33. Luke 
xiv: 49. The spirit of the Father therefore 
worketh by Christ. So likewise, the encourag- 
ing the ministers of Jesus against the solicitude, 
how they would answer for themselves when 
arraigned befure all kinds of powers, is once 
expressed thus: ‘the Holy Ghost shali teach 
you in the same hour, what ye shall speak. oe 
Luke xii: 11, 12. At another time, “ it is not 

ye who speak, but the Spirit of the Father who 
speaketh in you.”” Matt. x: 18,20. Then, again, 
“1 (Jesus) will give you a mouth and wisdom,”’ 
&e. Luke xxi:12—15. AmI greatly deceived, 
in thinking that the exalted relation of Christ to 
the Holy Ghost is also evident from thence, that 
the divine Spirit worketh in the name of the Son? 
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The sublime signification of this phrase we ob- 


served above, Chapt. VIEL., and in this view it 


is confirmed, ‘The powers of healing were the — 


gifts and operations of the infinite Spirit; but 
these wonders the apostles did in the name of 
Christ. Acts iv: 10; xvi: 18, comp. 1 Cor. xii: 
9—11. Yea, even the Father sendeth the 
Holy Ghost in Chrisi’s name. John xiv: 26. But 
the person in whose name (that is because of 
whom, for whose sake and honor) any one is 
sent, or a present given, is certainly not inferior 
to him who is sent in his name, or to that which 
is given for his sake. he Corinthians were 
washed, sanctified, justified, (it runs not in the 
name of the Holy Ghost, but) in the name of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and by the spirit of our God. 
1 Cor. viz .11. i 

Let our contemplation now ascend to such 
divine testimonies, as at once represent the Sa- 
viour to us in his intimate and exalted relation, 
both to God the Father, and to the Holy Ghost. 
For instance, there is a diversity of gifts, yet it 
is the same spirit; there is a diversity of admin- 


istrations, yet it is the same Lord; there is a - 


diversity of operations, but it is the same God. 
1 Cor. xii: 4—6. Peter wrote to the “ elect 
according to the foreknowledge of God the Fa- 
ther, through sanctification of the Spirit unto 
obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus 
Christ.””? 1 Pet. i: 2. Jude saith, ‘ beloved, 
building up yourselves on your most holy faith, 
praying in the Holy Ghost, keep yourselves in 
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as 
the love of God, looking for the mercy of our 
Lord Jesus Ehirist unto fetecnel life. Jude, ver. 


20,21. The contreverted passage, 1 John, wv 


ce the authenticity of which is not granted "by 
our opponents, we do not therefore urge.* But 
two other places of undisputed authority, and 
of which the Christian church makes a pub- 
lic and perpetual use, are with reason, reckoned 
give an iovincible demonstration uf: the Sa- 
vit odhead. ‘The first is the institution of 
‘bap o ; teach all nations, baptizing them, (dis- 
tinguishing them by their profession and religion, 
aud setting upon theni the seal of their spiritual 
purification) ia the name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Matt. XXVIIL! 
19. The other is the benediction to the church: 
‘* The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the 
love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Ghost, be with you all! Amen.’? 2 Cor. xiii: ult. 


*Wedonot urge. ‘Though it cannot be justly inferred 
from this, that our venerable author himself doubted as to 
the authenticity of John v: 7, yet humbly apprebend he 
makes too great a concession to the common enemy, in 
not urging that passage in proof-of our Lord’s divinity. 
That it is genuine, has been often evinced by the friends 
of truth, and particularly by the reverend and learned Mr. 
Abrabam ‘Taylor, in bis True Scripture Doctrine of the 
Trinity, dedicated to Dr. Waterland, and printed at Lon- 
don in the year 1727.— Translator. 
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viour of the world abete that is befits 
Are we even thereby obliged, to acknowledge 
the fellowship of the Father and the Son in the 
same divine perfection, and accordingly a plu- 
rality, and a distinct subsistence in the exalted 
Godhead; such things shall be established and 
illustrated to us, if we observe, (which we nei- 
ther would, nor might presuppose in the preced- 
ing Chapter) that also the Holy Ghost, in sev- 
eral places of scripture tnere quoted, as likewise 
by the mutual comparing and critical illustration 
of many others, is represented tous, not asa 
singular attribute of God, but as distinct from 
God the Father, as well as the Son. Whence, 
we therefore learn, that the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Ghost, are the true and the eternal 


Ja 
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God. In the demonstration of this, however, 
we do not farther engage at present, purposely 
treating here only of the Son’s co-existence with 
the Father. ‘Will men not approve of the usual 
expressions of Trinity, Essence, Persons—will 
they censure the expressions and consequences 
of what is called the Athanasian creed?* Let 
them at any rate, receive that which the word of 
God teacheth, and seek the best expressions for 
their own confession; from which, if they are 
good, we shall also reap advantage. 


* The words, however, are not to be rejected, when 
the things which they signify, are proved and acknow- 
ledged, and when none better are to be found in human 
language. The notion ef Persons suffers the greatest 
suspicion. We need not hold it for a metaphysical, or 
scholastic invention of the old Divines. [It may have 
been borrowed from common and civil life. To have a_ 
free will, to have a property, to make an agreement, to 
bear witness, to have the relation of equality or superiority 
to other rational subjects, all these constitute a Person: 
and such things are attributed distinctly to the Father, to 
the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. For instance, the Fa- 
ther and the Son are two distinct. witnesses; Christ, on 
the contrary, though possessed of a two-fold power of 
rational operation, is but one witness. (John vii: 16— 
18.) For which, and for other reasons, he is justly said 

to have both natures iu the unity of bis person. 

Two important sciences, as metaphysics and Christian 
theology, never can, when carefully consulted, be at 
variance. But prejudice, or want of inquiry, may indeed 
abuse the one science to the hurt of the other. Several 
philosophers have thought that they could derive and 
demonstrate the doctrine of the Holy Trinity from reason 
itself; but their demonstration rested on!y upon some dis- 
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We, as well as our opponents, acknowledge, 
and have often considered, the great difficulty 
in reconciling the doctrine of Christ’s Godhead, 
with that of the unity of the infinite, indivisible, 
and Supreme Being. But shall we reject one 
point of doctrine for the sake of another, if both 
are well-founded? Would it nct argue a defec- 
tive philosophy, to be ignorant that two things, 
whose connexion is hid from us, often exist at 
the same time? Logic teaches ts" that when 
there is no manifest contradiction, objections 
drawn from the obscurity of the subject, that is, 
from our ignorance, have not the force of a re- 
futation. “Besides, we would gladly know, how 


tinction of the properties or powers of spirit, which does 
not come up to that which is proposed in scripture ; on 
the contrary, some divines, despising all use and illustra- 
tion of metaphysics, have shown that they did not see 
deep into that science. 

Mean time, according to ous opinion and that of many, 
the knowledge and definition of these notions, belonging 
to that part of metaphysics, generally called Ontology, 
however commonly considered there, owe their origin to 
purticular experience, observation, and comparison found- 
edon it. And then it is not surprising, that the metaphy- 
sical description of a Person, formed upon that which 
we find in all finite persons, and known to us in nature, 
seeing they are always distinct, self-subsisting beings, 
cannot accurately and perfectly express the distinctions, 
which exist in the Eternal Being. Perhaps there is rea- 
son to suypect, that much rather they, who differ from 
our persuasion, allow themselves, by the abuse of meta- 
physics, to be prevented from acknowledging the revealed 
truth. 
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those who think otherwise concerning the Sa- 
viour, and yet mean to adhere to the word of God, 
_and to continue ‘Christians, can satisfy them- 
selves in this inquiry, without falling into difh- 
culties which cannot be solved? 

Yet, let it not be thought, that, if the gospel 
actually teach the eternal Godhead of the Son, 
as well as of the Father, then there is an irre- 
concileable difference between reason, or phi- 
losophy, «nd such a Revelation; and that, there- 
fore, it is best to abandon scripture, for the sake 
of reason. - Before men come to such a conclu- 
sion, we beg leave still to say three things. 

First, we acknowledged before, that we must 
give credit in this matter to no testimony, but 
to that, the certainty of which rests upon such 
rational grounds, that no intelligent person could, 
without ‘absurdity, refuse to believe it. Now, 
true it is, that thousands of accurate men, di- 
vines and others, solicitous concerning their 
salvation, and polished by allthe sciences, who, 
either in the ancient Christian church, or since 
the revival of solid learning, adhered to the sa- 
cred scriptures, did not so, but upon the most 
convincing evidences of their divinity; and, 
therefore, not from ignorance and against reason, 
but from "knowledge and for good reason, A 
Boyle, a Newton, a Leibnitz, a Boerhaave, and 
many other great philosophers, were neither In- 
fidels, nor indifferent concerning the grot nds of 
their profession. For the sake of reason, there- 
fore, men must not abandon, but follow the 


gospel. 
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Secondly, has also that which reason teach- 
eth no impenetrable difficulties ? Every where 
the philosopher finds many obscurities, because 
he knows much, but knows nothing perfectly. 
Nature to him is full of them. But let us at 
present insist only on the consideration of the 
Supreme Being. We agree, that reason, prop- 
erly used, points out his exalted and infinite per- 
fection. We must, therefore, acknowledge in 
God an efernity without a beginning ; whose ex- 
istence is not more lasting by the revolving of 
ages! an omnipresence, with all that is in the 
universe, without there being more of the divine 
essence in the immensity of heaven, than in the 
narrowest place upon earth: an ommiscience, 
which beholds all things in a most perfect and 
definite manner. Philosophy finds many a series 
endless and unlimited in its nature: for instance, 
of numbers and quantities, of possible beings 
and relations, and of the constant current of fu- 
ture causes and effects; and owns a power, 
which by a simple, everlasting, and unchangea- 
ble energy, gives all things their existence, 
while the effects differ vastly m time, kind and 
degree; and by the same energy, either less, or 
quite other things could have been produced, 
according to God’s independent good pleasure. 
Do we, or our “opponents understand all these 
things? Can we here reconcile all things which 
we must acknowledge, i iu order not to fall from 
darkness into absurdity, yea, not to desert reason 
itself? 
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' Thirdly, the unity of God, on account of 
which men are afraid to allow the revealed doc- 
trine of the ‘Trinity, is much more a doctrine of 
revelation, than of human reason. It entirely 
agrees, indeed, with the metaphysical consider- 
ation of the divine perfections, and with the 
physical system of the universe. We suppose 
not, with some of the learned, that man’s reason 
readily assents tothe unity of God, though phi- 
losophy never gave a good demonstration of it. 
Great men have long and justly observed, that 
the being of the Deity, many of his attributes, 
and a superintending Providence, are much more 
easily discovered and demonstrated from the 

works of nature, than God’s absolute unity. All 
the nations, wie were destitute of revelation, 
served a plurality of gods, and the eyes of their 
wise men were dazzled. How comes it, then, 
that we account the unity of God so certain, and 
are more without all doubt concerning it, than 
the most sharp-sighted Heathens? How comes 
it, that we consider all besides that one God, as 
merely his creatures, and even allow no demi- 
gods, or intermediate beings? Have we this by 
the vastly superior acuteness of our genius? No, 
but by our education in Christianity. The 
scripture, therefore, helped us to this rational 
and certain knowledge of God. And, if the 
bustlings of wanton wits could fully break down 
that mighty mound against idolatry and super- 
stition, or make it vive way; noble philosophy, 
which I so highly esteem, would not be able to 
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stem the winding torrent of the absurd errors of 
men. Indeed, they would not immediately sac- 
rifice again to Baal, Apis, or Jupiter. But, ac- 
cording to the temper of our times, (and mourn- 
ful experience from the beginning) the denial 
of a providence, and of the life to come, would 
break forth; contempt and persecution of all se- 
rious devotion, would stalk at large; and, as Vol- 
taire himself warned Diderot, speculative Athe- 
ism, becoming more universal, would be re- 
duced to- practice, and seizing every thing 
around it, would soon destroy all domestic, 
civil, and national happiness on earth, till men, 
amidst this fearful misery, groping in their ig- 
norance and perplexity, after better princi- 
ples, would again throw themselves into the 
dangerous arms of some dark superstition. Let, 
therefore, our young divines, let our students in 
all literature and science, let the Christian peo- 
ple, make themselves familiar with the word of 
God, and hold it fast. 

But now, it is the same divine testimony, 
whence we learned so rationally to know the on- 
ly true God, which shows us in like manner, all 
the transcendant majesty and the all-sufficient 
fulness of Christ, which, jealous of all idolatry, 
whether more gross, or more refined, sets Christ 
in opposition to idols, and demands our deep 
veneration for him, and confidence in him, in 
communion with his Father. The matter turns 
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in this inquiry, as with a great and a well known 
doctrinal difference between the Romish church 
and the Protestant; which on the one side is 
founded upon a single word of Jesas, without 
doubt infallible; but against the literal accep- 
tance of which, on the other side, a great num- 
ber of reasons from nature and scripture are 
urged. On the contrary, the doctrine of Christ’s 
eternal Godhead is founded upon a vast multi- 
tude of scripture passages, which, with the great- 
est variety, in every point of view, with every 
kind of emphasis, net only in an uncertain allu- 
sion, or by a remote resemblance, but by a pos- 
itive and intentional explication, support one 
another; and which by doctrines, by rules of 
duty, by incitements, by warnings, by censola- 
tions, direct our religious esteem, our subrnis- 
sion, lavocation, gratitude and hope to Christ. 
In one word, it is inseparably interwoven with 
the whole contents, and with the great end of 
the doctrine of salvation; and particularly of 
the New Testament. 

It is the same heavenly testimony, by which 
human reason, so apt to err, is established in 
matters of religion, which also shews us the way 
to the friendship of God in Jesus Christ; which 
is absolutely necessary, and sought in vain any 
where else, it being a mystery of God the 
Father, and of Christ, formerly unknown to the 
nations, and now revealed, but still not to be fath- 
omed by us. (See Chapt. XV.) Shall we, then, 
who eyery where find unfathomable depths in 
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Ghats finite, think that there is ‘nothing incom- 
prehensible in the nature of the Infinite, and in 
the scheme of his saving mercy ? W hile all the 
greatness of man vanishes to such a degree 
conipared with the extent of creation, ought not 
his understanding to bow before the only wise 
Creator? Shall we refuse to follow that revela- 
tion, which, maugre all the obscurities which in 
their discussion weary the most learned heads, 
is a light to our eyes, and a support to our rea- 
son, because it carries us further than our own 
genius could? Shall we refuse to embrace the 
Bible, which has always so happily taught and 


polished those nations by whom it was attentive- 


ly used and followed, and bid farewell to the 
most consolatory objects of faith, by which 
means philosophy itself would suffer so inesti- 
mable a loss? 


Let us not tempt Christ. 1 Cor. x: 9. 
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BY WYNPERSSE. 


~The ‘‘ Demonstration of the true and eternal 
Divinity of our Lord Jesus Christ,” by Dr. 
Wynperssé, Is the ablest tract that I have seen 
on the subject, of so moderate size. It was 
written originally in Dutch, and was a prize es- 
say at the Hague among similar treatises offer- 
ed to the ‘‘ Society for the Defence of the Doc- 
trines of Revelation, in opposition to attacks of 
modern reformers.” Sig 

It has received several translations into Ein- 
glish (of which I think that now reprinted is the 
best) and has been highly extolled by Dr. John 
Pye Smith, and other eminent judges. I have — 
owned the book for 16 years, but have never 
seen another copy in America. For brevity 
and point it is unrivalled, though some awk- 
wardness of translation is often apparent. Its 
tone and temper are mild and dignified. Can- 
dor, logic, and earnestness shine in every part. . 
A Bich impression of the solemnity of the 
subject, seems constantly on the author’s mind. 
Under a deep sense of the importance of prop- 
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er discussion and adequate light, on a subject 
so momentous as that of the true character and 
claims of Him who will judge the quick and 
the dead, and before whose awful bar we shall 
each soon stand to receive our sentence, I have 
Wiwardea the republication of this work. May 
it assist us to know in whom we have believed. 


HOWARD MALCOM. 


Having read the copy of Wynpersse, alluded 
to in the above remarks, I heartily concur in — 
recommending it to the attention of the Chris- 
tian public. WM. HAGUE. 
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